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INTRODUCTION

OPEN LETTER TO THE PROGRESSIVE MEN, PEOPLES AND
GOVERNMENTS OF THE WORLD

IVhen we intend to express ourselves, we are always conditioned by the socio-
historical reality in which we are immersed. On this date of January 15, 1981, our
reality is of war, with the threat — which is more than a shadow — of direct North
American intervention.

To the strategists, to the men and women of the nation who are fighting at the
Jrontlines of combat, to the leaders and militants engaged in making the political analysis
and the correct interpretation of the events, as well as expediting the necessary factors in
every phase of the process, facing and overcoming contradictions and achieving the
objectives that lead to the nation’s definitive triumph.

As part of Legal Aid, rarely have we felt as compelled to such painful reflection as
we do now.

With hope, we prepared this small yet precious document full of the desolation
and destruction of life in El Salvador. We intend to lovingly fill each word and image
with respect to the one who gave his life because he believed the most important thing in
his life was to give the best of himself in service to his brothers and sisters of his people.

And we say “with hope” because we drink from the fountains of the prophets’
Jaith, and we learned that the death of the poor people will never be in vain...

One day, the load became heavy: too many cases, numbers, pieces of
evidence...And we felt, because of what our hearts told us and because of the proof for
the acts, that the time had come to give the exact name to things: and we designated the
situation as one “of genocide.”

Since then, we understood the right of the people to fight to defend themselves, (o
triumph and to construct a new man and a new society, where children have the chance
to play with the birds...And the situation was one of

3
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L POLITICAL ASSASSINATIONS AND THE PARTIES RESPONSIBLE
(Tables no. 1 and 2)

80 per cent of the dramatic figures of political assassinations carried out in 1980
HAVE BEEN COMMITTED BY THE NATIONAL ARMY AND NATIONAL
SECURITY MILITARY CORPS (Guard, National Police and the Treasury). The
remaining percentage of political assassinations have been committed by paramilitary
groups like the Death Squad, the Secret Anti-Communist Army and ORDER who act
criminally with the protection of and in coordination with the national security military
corps and the Army.

Because of its importance as a repressive agent in El Salvador, we present below
the appearance and nature of the Death Squad. -

aj Brief description

In June 1977, the so called “Death Squad” became known on an international
level for threatening to exterminate all religious workers of the Jesuit order residing in El
Salvador if they did not leave the country. General Carlos Romero, the elected president
of El Salvador at that time, gave guarantees to the effect that such an act would not be
carried out.

Although the relationship of General Romero’s Government with these “death
groups” was never publicly demonstrated, all Salvadorans understood the connection
between them perfectly.

At the end of January 1980, the aforementioned squads, which consist of armed
men of the “ultra-right” and some members of the Salvadoran Christian Democracy
entered into an agreement with the Armed Forces to create the “repression-reforms”
political plan.

Several members of the Christian Democratic Party that were opposed to the
agreement were assassinated. Both the Army as well as the Junta and the Party blamed
the supposed “squads.”

Many workers, teachers and students died as a result.
b) The “squads” respond to the needs of the Military Junta
The current regime has deemed it necessary, as was done in Guatemala and

Uruguay, to exercise selective violence, without appearing directly responsible in view
- of public opinion.
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In order for the political plan negotiated by the United States to survive, it was necessary to
eliminate the individuals catalyzing an awareness within international public opinion that was strongly
critical of the regime and the participation of a few demo-Christian militants.

The execrable assassination of S.E.R. Monsignor OSCAR ROMEROQO, our pastor and tireless
promoter of Legal Aid, attributed at first to the previously mentioned “squads,” was finally linked to
Salvadoran military high commanders with international terrorists organizations based in Miami, Florida
(USA).

The subtle sponsorship at the level of coordination given by the Junta and the High Command of
the Armed Forces to these “squads,” without appearing publicly linked to them, allowed them to claim that
the violence “is the product of extremist groups.” Thus, in the first months of 1980, the Junta, with the
support of several Demo-christian civilians, constructed a “centrist and moderate” image.

An internal document from the U.S. State Department (dated November 6, 1980) indicated that the -

efficiency of these groups called “squads™ was assured with the participation of North American advisors.

Legal Aid has consistently provided evidence of the existing connection between the army and the
Salvadoran military corps with these “squads.” These terror groups are comprised of, advised and
coordinated by Salvadoran soldiers. Many acts committed by these paramilitary groups have been
conveniently protected by the army and military corps (see “Typical cases of the practice of genocide in El
Salvador™). The assassination of the six leaders of the opposing Revolutionary Democratic Front, which
occurred on November 27, 1980, showed the world the coordination that exists between the army and the
so called “squads.” It confirmed what Legal Aid has proven on numerous occasions: There are no ultra
right wing groups. It is the selfsame army and the security corps who sometimes act in military uniform
and sometimes without official vestments.

<) Photographic testimony

On page 67, one can take note of the photographic sequence showing the capture
of the students VINICIO HUMBERTO BASSAGLIA and MANUEL VELASQUEZ TOLEDOC.

. On October 3, 1980, officers of the National Guard captured the students BASSAGLIA and
VELASQUEZ TOLEDO on Calie 5 de Noviembre in San Miguelito district, located to the north of San
Salvador.

When their family members filed a judicial remedy of personal exhibition in the Supreme Court,
they stated that both individuals had been captured separately in an automotive mechanic’s establishment.
In the moming of October 3, they were both passing through that district independent of one another when
National Guard officers surrounded several streets and avenues. In the photographs, one can note the time
of capture, the good physical state of the detainees, the moment at which they were bound by their thumbs
(this is the manner in which most of the cadavers appear in San Salvador).

The photographic sequence captures the key moment: National Guard officers hand over the two
captured students to plainclothes civilian officers.

Five days later, showing cruel indications of physical torture, the dead bodies of both students
turned up on the street to the Mariona settlement north of the capital.

Similarly, one may note on page 72, the “death squads” are attributed with the assassination.

On pages 65 and 64, civilian officers of the “terror squads™ appear again, acting in conjunction
with members of the army and the Salvadoran Police to carry out an urban operation,

The connection is shown with objective proof.

8 R 4963
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ASSASINATED: Proven data from LEGAL AID. PERSONS FROM THE POPULAR

AND PROGRESSIVE SECTORS ASSASSINATED FOR POLITICAL REASONS,

NOT IN MILITARY CONFRONTATIONS, BUT RATHER BASED ON MILITARY
OPERATIONS BY THE ARMY, MILITARY SECURITY CORPS, PARAMILITARY
ENTITIES COORDINATED BY THE HIGH COMMAND OF THE ARMED FORCES.

[Handwritten, right margin: 1980]

PROFESSION

JAN.

FEB.

MAR,

APR

MAY

OCT.

DEC.

FARMWORKERS
STUDENTS
LABORERS
TEACHERS
PROFESSIONALS
SHANTY DWELLERS
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES
RELIGIOUS WORKERS
OPPOSITION LEADERS
SMALL BUS. OWNERS
OCCUPATION UNKNOWN

129

126
22
9

6
4
5

64

203
47
31

| ot ot g B

194

198
61
30

[T Y I |

179

800
34
30 -
19

32

272

22
184

142

273

338

62

33
164

25
277

89

38
300

TOTALS

236

438

480

1,197

769

700

560

330

762

781

991

SUM TOTAL

8,062

Note: there is data for a greater number of persons assassinated in the civil populations,
but it was impossible in some regions of the country to access proof of same.

(1) This data does not include the 600 farm workers killed on May 14 and 15,

1980 in the “SUMPUL” river bordering Honduras. (See case number.
“Typical cases of the practice of genocide in El Salvador.”) This massacre
was reported by the Conference of Honduran Bishops.
(2) It does not include the victims of the bombings carried out by the Salvadorian
Air Force starting in the month of August 1980 in the regions of San Vicente
(68 km. southeast of the capital), “El Trilinio,” 100 km. west of the capital and
Morazan (170 km. east of the capital). In Morazdn, according to the
“International Medical” organization, four thousand people from the civilian
population died in the bombings. In the area of Guazapa, 55 km. north of the
capital, at least four hundred people were killed as a result of the bombings.

In the areas of San Vicente and “El Trilinio,” the data is still not known.

NYC Translation #101587 (Spanish (b) (6)
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ABBREVIATIONS

SHANTY DWELLERS: Inhabitants of slums and shanty towns

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES: Public and service employees

OPPOSITION LEADERS:  Leaders in cities belonging to UDN opposition party
SMALL BUS. OWNERS:  Small business owners

OCCUPATION UNKNOWN:  Persons of unknown occupation

FIGURE No. 2

PROVEN DATA FROM LEGAL AID OF THE ARCHBISHOPRIC: PARTIES
RESPONSIBLE FOR POLITICAL ASSASSINATIONS DURING THE THREE
MONTHS OF JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST IN 1980

PARTIES RESPONSIBLE MAY | JUN. | JUL. | AUG. | SEP. | OCT. | NOV. | DEC.
1. Troops of the National Army in conjunction with
military security corps 441 354 377 | 261 542 | 554 592 587
2. National Police 9 25 10 36 10 3 5 76
3. National Guard 22 42 55 78 106 | 30 34 117
4.  Special Police 15 29 14 7 20 14 33 40
5. Ammy in its operations 20 100 44 69 28 16 6 47
6. ORDEN (Democratic Nationalist Organization) 21 53 56 31 32 2} I5 15
7. Death Squad 83 157 130 | 33 92 124 96 124
TOTALS 611 760 686 | 515 850 | 762 781 1,006
SUM TOTAL 5,951
10 R 4965

NYC Translation #101587 (Spanish) ( b) (6) 7

001031



[1llegible] innumerable cases that have been presented this year to LEGAL AID of the ARCHBISHOPRIC,
we have selected a few that typically demonstrate the practice of genocide and the way in which the
population, mainly the rural farm workers, was criminalized and repressed.

INTRODUCTION TO SIGNIFICANT CASES

1 “On April 17, 1980: Several hundred members of the paramilitary organization ORDEN,
protected by the National Army and National Guard officers, militarily invaded the rural Christian
communities of ‘El Pajal, Tehuiste arriba, El Salto, San Lucas, Ulapa, Santa Lucia, Tepechame’ in the
jurisdictions of San Vicente and La Paz, departments located in the east of the country. In ‘Tehuiste
arriba,” the invaders killed the rural farmworker BERNARDO GUZMAN as well as another man who,
because of torture, was impossible to identify. In ‘Llano Grande,’ eleven National Guard officers and
members of ORDEN captured and then later decapitated the rural farm workers JOSE ORELLANA and
FIDENCIO ALFARO. In the rural village of *Alférez’ in the previously mentioned departmental
jurisdictions, they captured an elderly woman, FRANCISCA ESPINOZA (age 77), who was decapitated.
They placed the head in the middle of the corpse’s legs. In “El Pajal,’ the rural farm workers NAPOLEON
HERNANDEZ, FRANCISCO HERNANDEZ, who is the son of the former, ANDRES ABREGO, JOSE
LUIS SERVELLON, ANTONIO SANCHEZ, JOSE DE PAZ and GERMAN ARGUETA were
assassinated; in ‘Tehuiste arriba,” the invaders also murdered the two couples, MANUEL VILCHES and
DOLORES de VILCHES, and TEOFILO MORALES and ELENA SARAVIA. Finally, in ‘San Lucas,’
before they left, they burned down MANUEL OSORIO’s ranch house (country house).”

2 “April 1, 1980: On the highway from the capital that leads to San Salvador, the rural farm
worker MATILDE FUENTES’s dead body, showing signs of savage torture, was found. She had been
captured the day before by officers of the National Guard in the settlement of Suchitoto (38 km. northeast
of San Salvador). In that rural area, members of the paramilitary organization ORDEN captured the farm
worker MARIA JULIA LOPEZ, resident of “El Libano™ canton in Suchitoto jurisdiction. Her dead body
was found hanging from a tree, tied by a rope, her breasts had been cut off, showing numerous bullet entry
wounds as well. Six children were left orphans, since MATILDE’s husband had also been murdered by
members of ORDEN on February 11, 1980. On that same day, members of ORDEN and National Army
soldiers captured the rural farm worker ADAN MORALES RIVAS. His family members do not know
where they took him. He is missing.”

3 “April 24, 1980: At least 1,000 members of the National Guard, the Army and the
Paramilitary organization ORDEN, protected by two artillery helicopters and military tank vehicles invaded
the adjacent rural settlements *El Campanario, San Benito, Angulo, Llano Grande, El Obrajuelo, Las
Lomas, La Joya, La Pita, Santa Amalia,” all within departmental jurisdiction of San Vicente (66 km. east of
the capital). Several eyewitnesses stated that they launched grenades from the helicopters at the houses and
that they fired constant blasts from machine guns at them. In that cruel invasion, the following rural farm
workers were killed: PABLO HENRIQUEZ (age 50), ALONSO MIJANGO (age 14), JOSE DIMAS (age
22), SEBASTIAN CHAVEZ (age 45), ANTONIO MIJANGO (age 59), OLINDA EVORA (age 16),
LUCIO HENRIQUEZ (age 26), LUISA and EDITH CORNEIJO (age 15 and 16), MIGUEL VALLE (age
35), ALEJANDRO LINARES (age 42), RODOLFQ HERNANDEZ (age 30), FRANCISCO MARINERO
{age 34), FELIPE CLEOFES, MIRIAM COMASAGUA, MARTIN MARINERQ, PASTOR ANDRADE
(age 30), DOMINGO ESPINOZA (age 60) and NARCISO RAMOS (age 50). In addition, as a
consequence of this cruel invasion, several farm workers were injured, although the exact number could not
be specified.”

11
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4 - May 14, 1980: Massacre at the Sumpu! river. The army and the military corps (National Guard,
Treasury police), accompanied by members of the paramilitary organization ORDEN surrounded
settlements in extensive rural areas. The rural settlers remained completely isolated for four days. The
army set fire to the inhabitants’ dwellings with “flamethrower™ helicopters. When they fled, the setilers

" were peppered with shots by the Guard and members of ORDEN. In several operations, as we have seen
throughout the report, the farm workers’ families, including five year old minors, were executed. The
collective death of at least six hundred rural farm workers, women and children on the banks of the
“SUMPUL? river marks the beginning of the “total cleaning” stage in rural areas. It indicates the
coordination between the armies of El Salvador and Honduras that along with that of Guatemala, becvan to
extend the “sanitary fence” in Salvadoran territory.

Starting in the month of June, extensive Salvadorian rural areas were converted into real “military
operations theatres of total extermination™ against the civilian population (“El Trifirio,” 130 km. northwest
of San Salvador; extensive areas in the north of the department Moraz4n, 170 km. northeast of San
Salvador; extensive areas in the south of the department of San Vicente, 60 southeast of San Salvador).

The indiscriminate bombings by air and on land, carried out by the Air Force and Artillery of the
army have been the main characteristic of this phase of systematic, intentional extermination.
Humanitarian aid associations calculate that at least 4,000 person died in the area bombed by the
Salvadoran army in the eastern department of Morazan during the month of October and the beginning of
November.

Due to the incident marking the beginning of the systematic operations of collective
extermination, Legal Aid considers it necessary to give a detailed account of the incidents that occurred at

the “SUMPUL” river.

Chronology
May 3, 1980: Secret meeting of Honduran, Salvadoran and Guatemalan high military commanders at
the border settlement of “El Poy,” 100 km. north of San Salvador. This settlement is located 20
km. from the SUMPUL river. The river serves as a border line between El Salvador and Honduras;
May 10, 1980: In San Salvador, Colonel Jaime Abdul Gutiérrez, trusted confidant of Colonels. Guillermo Garcia,

Nicolds Carranza, Eugenio Vides Casanova {director of the military extermination operations)
assumes control of the Junta of the Government and the Army;

May 13, ]1930: 250 soldiers of the Honduran Ammy leave for the Salvadorian border. At 11:30 a.m.. they begin to
prepare trenches along the bank of the “SUMPUL” river. They take the full military team; :

May 14, 1950: At 6 a.m,, the military operation began. The Salvadorian Army and Guard began 1o massively
persecute the rural dwellers residing in the settlements located in the north of the department of
Chalatenango (80 km north of the capital). Hundreds of rural farm workers, along with their
families, sought refuge on the banks of the “SUMPUL” river. Two helicopters from the
Salvadoran Air Force equipped with automatic machine guns, solders and officers of the
Salvadoran guard fired shots on the rural settlement dwellers taking refuge by the river. “Women
tortured befort the coup de grace, babes in arms thrown into air for target practice, those were some
of the horrible scenes of this criminal slaughter, The Salvadorian rural settlement dwellers who
went to the river were retumed te the area of the massacre by the soldier. When afternoon fell, the
genocide ceased, leaving at least 600 dead bodies.” (Communigué of the Diocese and Bishop of
Santa Rosa de Copéan, Honduras: June 24, 1980);

May 15, 1950: Some rural Honduran farm workers traveled around the area, They rescued seriously injured
survivors. The armies left the place. At daybreak on the 16", members of the paramilitary
organization ORDEN who participated in the massacre returned to the place and patroiled the area.
They kept witnesses from approaching. They burned down the dwellings and they stole the
belongings of the dead;

May 19, 1980: Four kilometers “down river” from the place where the massacre took place, a Honduran rural
settlement dweller

NYC Translation #101587 (Spanish b) (6 9
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12 R 4967
found the bodies of three children under the age of three caught in a fishing trap;

May 24, 1980: The priest Fausto Milla from the parish of Corquin, Honduras, denounces the massacre;

May 26, 1980: Salvadoran rural settlement dwellers who sought refuge in churches arrive at the Archbishopric and
render their testimonies. Othet rural settlement dweilers wha gave information to journalists
disappeared after being captured by the army. Both armies in the last week of May and first week
of June exercise violent control over the area to impede access. The Salvadoran army carries out
two incursions into Honduran territory in search of refugees;

June 24, 1980: The bishop don José Carranza Chavez, Presbyterian priest, religious workers of the Diocese of
Santa Rosa de Copan denounce the massacre. They hold the Salvaderan and Honduran
governments responsible;

June 27, 1980: Honduran government threatens to eject foreign priests who signed the accusatory communiqué;

June 29, 1980: The Archbishopric of San Salvador ratifies the denunciation and affirms its solidarity with the
Diocese of Santa Rosa Copdn;

July 1, 1980: The Honduran Episcopalian Conference, presided over by archbishop Mensignor Héctor Santos,
: reaffirms the denunciation of the massacre of 600 Salvadorians on May 14 and 13, 1980 at the
“SUMPUL” river,

5 “May 30, 1980: A farm cooperative located in GUAYQYO, department of Santa Ana, 110 km.
west of the the capital, was invaded by officers of the national guard after twenty-three hours. Twelve rural
farm workers were killed. The cooperative was managed by the SALVADORAN COMMUNAL UNION,
the only organization supported by the Government. The Military unta did not hesitate to assign
responsibility for this ctime to the people’s politico-military organizations. Subsequently, the SCU refuted
the official communiqué. This organization affirmed that the “National Guard officers committed the
execution of twelve rural settiers in GUAYOYO. One by one the rural settlers were captured in their
residences and collectively executed by National Guard officers.”

6 “June 22, 1980: THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OQF SALVADORAN EDUCATORS -
NAOSE denounced the killing of ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SIX TEACHERS affiliated with the
Association since January 1* of this year. The educuator BLADIMIR BARRIOS (age 35), director of the
“Dr. José Trinidad Garay™ school group in “La Parroquia” district of Tecapén, departmental jurisdiction of
Usulutan, in the west of the country, was gunned down with a machine gun in front of his students by
heavily armed individuals protected with military vests who identified themselves as members of the Death
Squad. The student BLANCA LIDIA ORELLANA was seriously injured. Said action was coordinated by
the Nationa! Guard.”

7 “July 7, 1980: The canton “Cjo de Agua,” Cojutepeque jurisdiction, department of Cuzcatlan (35
km. west of the capital) was once again invaded by National Guard officers and members of the
paramilitary organization ORDEN. In this canton, they killed MARCELINO RAMIREZ (age 28),
TERESA GARCIA (age 28), SIMONA FABIAN (age 20), ANTONIO GARCIA (age 40), HIPOLITO
PALACIOS (age 25), FRANCISCO MENDOZA (age 20), CRISTINA HERNANDEZ (age 26), MANUEL
ASENCION (age 25), JOSE CRUZ (age 22), VICTOR MANUEL HENRIQUEZ (age 14), the child
MARITZA HENRIQUEZ (age 8). Later the invaders went to the neighboring settlements in the cantons
‘San Martin, San Antonio, Soledad, El Carmen, San Andrés, Candelaria and E|l Carmen.” In their wake,
they destroyed crops and sacked the rura! dwellings.”

13
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3 “July 7, 1980: Thirty heavily armed individuals, equipped with protective vests used by
members of the Army, with their faces covered with masks which read: “Death Squad,” captured
several rural settlement dwellers that they found in their residences in the rural settlement of San
Lorenzo, departmental jurisdiction of San Vicente (66 km. west of the capital). At 5 o’clock,
after capturing ELISEO ARBAIZA (age 57), his two children JORGE ALBERTO and
RODOLFO (age 19 and 17), PEDRO FLORES (age 51} and his two children, of whom was
LUIS FLORES (age 19), JORGE ALBERTO ALVARADQO (age 21), CARLOS RIVAS (age 28),
they tortured them and obligated them to walk on the street that led to the canton exit, where they
executed them. After committing that crime, they captured a young rural farm worker, ROMILA
HERNANDEZ (age 21) originally from Santa Elena, a neighboring settlement, and raped her and
then decapitated her: her family members buried her head, since the rest of the body had been
burned by the murderers. The criminals left the woman’s head in front of her family’s house.
After committing these crimes, the members of the supposed “Squad™ were evacuated on the
sarme day by a Salvadorian National Army helicopter.

9 “July 9, 1980: Thirty-one members of the farm family MOJICA SANTOS, all residents
of the “Mogotes™ canton in San Pablo Tacachico, departmental jurisdiction of La Libertad (31
km. northeast of the capital) were executed by members of the paramilitary organization
ORDEN. FIFTEEN CHILDREN, all under the age of TEN, were assassinated in their mothers’
arms. That day, the National Army and officers of the National Guard took over the settlement
and began looting the settlement dwellers’ residences. Duly protected by members of the Ariny,
ORDEN, the violent paramilitary organization ordered the collective execution of the MOJICA
SANTOS family. It was impossible for humanitarian organizations to enter the “Mogotes™
canton that day. The list of persons killed: a fifteen day old baby girl born to the Mojica family
who had not yet been legally registered; RENE SANTOS (2 months old), BLADIMIR SANTOS
(3 months old), HERNAN MOJICA SANTOS (4 months old), EDUARDOQO SANTOS (age 3),
HUGO MOIJICA SANTOS (age 4), SERGIO MOJICA (age 4), ELMER MOIJICA (age 5),
MORELIA MOJICA (age 6), JOAQUINA MEIJIA SANTOS (age 8), WALTER SANTOS (age
8), DEMMY SANTOS (age 8), ORBELINA MOIJICA (age 9), MARCOS MOIJICA (age 10),
BEATRIZ SANTOS (age 12), VENECIA SANTOS (age 15), VICTORIA SANTOS (age 15),
DORA ALICIA CRUZ (age 20), GENOVEVA CARDOZA (age 22), TERESA SANTOS (age
25), TOMASA SANTOS (age 30), HERMINIA SANTOS (age 30), ROSA SANTOS (age 30),
ELBA SANTOS (age 30), ROSA MOJICA (age 30), AGRIPINA MOJICA (age 32), MANUEL
CRUZ (age 45), DOMITILA SANTOS (age 45), SANTOS QUINTANILLA (age 50),
MERCEDES CRUZ (age 60), CLAUDIA FLAMENCO SANTOS (age 75), ROSA MOJICA
(age 85).

10 “July 19, 1980: At least 1,000 heavily armed masked men, equipped with protective
vests, with signs that identified them as “Death Squad,” accompanied by members of the Army
and National Guard officers, invaded the “Mirador” ranch where most of the rural farm workers
belong to the SALVADORAN COMMUNAL UNION. The Treasury is located in “Isletas”
canton, Coatepeque jurisdiction, department of Santa Ana, in the west of the country.
Eyewitnesses indicate that masked National Guard officers executed sixty rural settlement
dwellers. These were selected after previously capturing 300 rural cooperative members. Aid
institutions were prevented from entering the area, which was completely taken over by members
of the Army.”

14 R 4969
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1 “July 20, 1980: A delegation of North American doctors belonging to the AMERICAN
PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION, which had recently visited El Salvador, denounced the
violations to health professionals, workers, and patients, as well as hospital and aid center
neutrality violations. At least ten doctors have been murdered since January 1* of this year;
hospitals have been invaded by the Police and the National Guard and some of their patients have
been captured, made to disappear, and killed. On May 24, 1980, the doctors JOSE CALIXTO
BENITEZ and RAUL PINO were gunned down by machine gun fire in San Miguel, the third city
in El Salvador, in the west of the country. The academic LEONEL MENENDEZ Q., former
department chair of the CENTRAL AMERICAN UNIVERSITY, was kidnapped by a group of
masked civilians when he was about to be operated on at the “Rosales” National Hospital on May
21, 1980. Two National Police car patrols and a National Army truck outside the hospital
awaited the kidnapping of Menéndez. To date, his fate is unknown. At least twenty patients who
were receiving medical care at various hospital centers have been murdered under similar
circumstances. Heavily armed men, protected by vests, enter hospitals and after they locate the
patient’s bed, they kill him or her.”

12 “August 8, 1980: On this date, a member of the National Army who was at the top of a
Government building killed the Mexican journalist IGNACIO RODRIGUEZ TERRAZAS. The
national opposition Press and various international press correspondents have been gunned down
by machine guns, captured or killed this year. On April 1, 1980, three Dutch film-makers (Frank
Diamond, lan Van der Putten) were gunned down by machine guns in the center of the capital by
the National Police. Two of them were seriously injured. On April 24, the WHUR (Washington,
D.C.) radio journalist, RENE TAMSEN, was captured. His family members assert that Treasury
Police carried out his capture. His whereabouts are still unknown. On July 11, after being
captured and horribly tortured, then director of the opposition newspaper “THE PEOPLE’S
CHRONICLE,” journalist JAIME SUAREZ QUEMAIN and the photographer from the same
newspaper, CESAR NAJARRO, were murdered. The radio operator of “Central Radio Chain,”
the journalist JUAN ANTONIO RODRIGUEZ was murdered, after being captured on August 5
of this year. The director of the opposition newspaper “THE INDEPENDENT" has been the
target of various attempts: JORGE PINTO has been machine gunned on several occasions.
Miraculously he was able to escape. The North American journalist JEAN SULLIVAN was
captured on December 28 and her whereabouts are unknown. The journalists IAN MATES and
MICHAEL TAVERNA were captured in August by the National Guard.”

i3 November 27, 1980: At 11:20 a.m., 25 officers dressed in civilian clothes entered the
Externado school in San José, located on 25 Avenida Norte in San Salvador, where the offices of
Legal Aid of the Archbishopric of San Salvador are located.

Twenty minutes prior, around 200 police officers and soldiers surrounded the schoo!
building. Upon entering, the officers, dressed in civilian clothes made the entire staff of the
Catholic institution and several visitors lie face down. Then they captured the leaders of the
Revolutionary Democratic Front (RDF) who were in one of the school classrooms giving a press
conference to members of the national and international press. Then, after hitting them and tying
their hands behind their back, they obliged them to get into three vehicles, in which they made
their escape. The leaders of the RDF captured at that time were: ENRIQUE ALVAREZ
CORDOVA, president of the RDF; MANUEL FRANCO, JUAN CHACON, HUMBERTO
MENDOZA, ENRIQUE ESCOBAR BARRERA and DOROTEQ HERNANDEZ. In addition to
them, another 23 persons were captured
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The DRF leaders were later found to have been murdered and their bodies showed signs of
strangulation, bodily mutilation and bullet holes in the cranium. The bodies of Juan Chacén,
Humberto Mendoza, Enrique Escobar Barrera and Doroteo Hernandez were found on km. 15 of
the highway that leads to the Apulo spa, to the east of the capital, the same day they were
captured; meanwhile, the bodies of Enrique Alvarez Cérdova and Manuel Franco were found on
November at km. 18 of the same highway.”

EVIDENCE AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT AND ARMED FORCES OF EL
SALVADOR

In view of the governmental version of assigning responsibility for this massacre to an
“Ultra Right” group, Legal Aid take the following information into consideration which
contradicts the governmental version: at the time of the operation, officers kidnapped the
doorman of the Externado School and transferred him to the grounds of the Salvadorian Social
Security Institute, located a block from the school. According to testimony of the innumerable
persons who witnessed the operation, the officers maintained contact between the Social Security
Institute and the school via radio. Officers dressed in civilian clothes arrived at the school armed
with machine guns, G-3 rifles which were only used by the National Guard; the automobiles in
which they arrived at the school had license plates identifying them as belonging to official
entities. Another form of evidence is the impunity with which the operation was carried out: in
broad daylight at the largest secondary school in the country, on one of the most trafficked
avenues of the capital, and two halls of the most heavily guarded building in the country, like the
North American Embassy; it seems incredible that no authority had been present from the time
the events took place to provide them with due protection, in which one can take into
consideration the magnitude of the operation, in which more than two hundred “uniformed”
troops surrounded the building for more than 25 minutes. But if there is still any doubt regarding
the government’s responsibility in this multiple assassination, we submit the following cable from
the North American AP agency for consideration, in which the Salvadoran authorities brought
about the captures of the leaders:

“San Salvador, November 27 (AP). The authorities announced today to have
captured the leaders of the Revolutionary Democratic Front (RDF) which
exercises political leadership of the leftist entities that seek to overthrow the
government.” (dppeared in “Latest News" (second edition) of the Excelsior
Daily, front page, November 27, 1980).

A known member of the Salvadoran National Police named MARIO SAUL MERINC
who participated in the moming operation disguised as a civilian, was also identified in the
operation to raid Legal Aid offices on the same day during the afternoon at the Externado School
of San José, an occasion in which he used the National Police uniform. The same eyewitnesses
confirm that to have heard the agents at the time the operation was carried out communicating by
radio with National Police Central Headquarters, where they asked them if they had already
accomplished the operation.

World public opinion, the international press, Human Rights organizations and
Ecclesiastic Institutions should understand that THERE ARE NO “extreme right wing” groups in
El Salvador; the NATIONAL ARMY and “SECURITY” CORPS are the ones who with or
without military uniform commit innumerable repressive acts against the Salvadorian People.
The High Command of the Armed Forces carries the responsibility for this horrible act, as well as
the assassination of Archbishop Monsignor Oscar Romero.
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[Right margin: J.S. CANAS UNIVERISTY, CIDA], E! Salvador, C.A.]
IL DISAPPEARANCES — CAPTURES DUE TO POLITICAL REASONS

FIGURE No. 3

CAPTURED BY ARMY AND MILITARY SAFETY CORPS. LATER
DISAPPEARED (FOR MONTHS DURING 1980)

MONTH

January 10
February 14
March 15
April 13
May : 22
June 35
July 21
August 81
TOTAL OF POLITICAL DISAPPEARANCES | 211

The savage practice of “disappearing” persons who have been captured without
being presented before judicial Tribunals has been permanently utilized by different
military regimes in El Salvador: As of October 15, 1979, LEGAL AID OF THE
ARCHBISHOPRIC had registered figures of TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTEEN
PERSONS captured and then “disappeared” by the military governments of Colonel
Arturo Armando Molina and General Humberto Romero (1972-1979). In just EIGHT
MONTHS THIS YEAR, the current MILITARY JUNTA surpassed the military regimes
that preceded it in this inhumane practice. Not only does this cruel, repressive method
affect the person who has “disappeared,” but there are also serious moral, psychological
and social consequences to the family unit. If the “disappeared” is the head of the family
unit, it is logical to think that there are serious consequences in economic terms.

In 1978, two dramatic testimonies of political disappearances
17

R 4972

NYC Translation #101587 (Spanish (b) (6)
15

001038



[1llegible] the opinion [illegible] December [illegible] September [illegible] captured in
November 1978 who managed to escape from the National Police in December 1978). A
secret basement jail of the Treasury Police was discovered in November 1979 by two
attorneys, Dr. José Fabio Castillo and Lic. Roberto Cuéllar) who entered a remedy of
personal exhibition in favor of the rural farm worker ROGELIO GUARDADO.

Attached to this report are the two official notes from the INVESTIGATIVE
SPECIAL COMMISSION OF PRISONERS AND POLITICAL DISAPPEARANCES
(official entity of the 1* Military Junta: October 15 — December 31, 1979). Many
military personnel who are currently in power ARE RESPONSIBLE, according to the
Special Commission on this inhumane and cruel practice. Up until August 1980, nota
single soldier had been prosecuted for his or her special participation in committing these
political crimes.
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IIl. GENERAL REPRESSION
FIGURE No. 4

REPRESSION CARRIED OUT BY THE NATIONAL ARMY, MILITARY
SECURITY FORCES AND PARAMILITARY ORGANIZATIONS IN RURAL
AGRARIAN SETTLEMENTS, LABORERS’ SETTLEMENTS, DEMOCRATIC,
EDUCATIONAL, PRIVATE AND OFFICIAL INSTITUTIONS, UNIONS AND
CHURCH, ESPECIALLY IN REGARD TO THE ARCHBISHOPRIC

REPRESSIVE ACTS JANUARY | FEB. | MAR. | APRIL | JUNE | JULY
: MAY
- Military invasions by the | 81 59 74 60 85 78
Army and military corps
in rural settlements areas
- Military operations by 17 i3 25 31 23 11
the Army and military

corps in laborers’
settlements (urban areas)

- Searches, raids and 5 6 29 15 21 14
looting of union, student,
democratic premises, the
Archbishopric’s
premises

- Machine gun attacks, 23 34 19 29 17 11
sabotage and attacks
with dynamite on places
of the same type

- Destruction and arson of | 35 21 17 45 140 148
rural settlement
dwellers’ houses during
Army military invasions

On May 13, 14, and 15, 1980, one of the bloodiest actions ever undertaken by the
Army, the Nat;ona! Guard and the paramilitary organization ORDEN took place with the
pursuit over many kilometers of thousands of rural settlers residing in the northern area of
the department of Chalatenango (85 km. north of
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the capital). On that occasion, SIX HUNDRED RURAL SETTLERS, mainly women,
_children and the elderly, were killed at the SUMPUL river. The river serves as a border
line with Honduras and is territory under the special jurisdiction of the
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES. Priests and bishops from Santa Rosa de
Copan, Honduras and the NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF BISHOPS denounced this
massacre. There is photographic documentation.

- The National University of El Salvador was militarily taken over by the Army and
military corps. During this action, in addition to damaging the academic facilities, 23
students were killed. On June 26, 1980, the date of the takeover, a foreign reporter
captured the terrible scenes of a 14 year old student’s murder on the university campus.

A National Guardsman peppered the student with shots. Union locations were searched:
the Revolutionary Union Federation was violently raided during an Army operation on
March 19, 1980. During that action, the laborer MAURICIO BARRERA, the Secretary
of Union Organization Conflicts, was assassinated. Documentation was seized and 25
laborers were captured.

Locations of the Independent journalism Agency and the Catholic educational
institutions “LA SAGRADA FAMILY [The Holy Family]” and “EXTERNADO SAN
JOSE,” were raided by the Army on June 20 and July 5 respectively.

Legal Aid of the Archbishopric was raided and looted by the Army and the
National Police on July 5, 1980. On August 16, 1980, the Army carried out a search and
seizure operation at a refugee center for the persons persecuted authorized by the
Archbishopric. The center, which was sheltering more than 400 rural women and
children who had fled the governmental repression, was located in Mejicanos, north of
the capital.

- As of the month of July in 1980, right after the destruction of the union locations,
it was impossible for the Salvadoran worker to exercise his or her right to meet and
assemble. All the locations for the Unions of El Salvador have been destroyed as a result
of the terrorist action by the Army, military corps and paramilitary organizations which
sponsor the current Military Junta (secret Squads and Armies). The opposition
newspaper “THE INDEPENDENT” was destroyed in the month of June with dynamite.
Its director, JORGE PINTO, stated that the National Guard is responsible for the terrorist
act. The Catholic radio station of the Archbishopric, “YSAX, THE VOICE OF THE
TRUTH,” was destroyed on February 18 with dynamite, after Monsignor Romero
delivered his letter to the President of the United States. The radio station has since been
the object of four attacks with dynamite. The Human Rights Commission of El Salvador
was also dynamited at the end of the month of August in 1980. Two ofits members,
MARIA MAGDALENA HENR{QUEZ and RAMON VALLADARES PEREZ, were
murdered in October.

, The Rector of the National Autonomous University, Doctor FELIX ANTONIO
ULLOA was murdered on Qctober 30, 1980. The union leader FELIPE ANTONIO

ZALDIVAR, murdered at the beginning of the month of November in 1980.
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1IVv. PERSECUTION OF THE CHURCH
A. INTRODUCTION

We detail the persecution of the Church in the strictest sense of the word, that is,
the persecution of strictly ecclesiastical persons and institutions, not counting the
numerous murders of many Christians of the nation, nor the numerous attacks on the
institutions which in one way or another have Christianity as the basis for their
inspiration.

The clearest act of persecution has been, undoubtedly, the murder of Monsignor
OSCAR ROMERO, pastor and prophet of the Church and of the entire Salvadorian
nation. He was murdered for his loyalty to the Gospel and his genuine preference for the
poor. His murder was intended to silence the voice of the Church and to render
defenseless all Christians who wished to follow in his footsteps.

Throughout the year, persecution of, as well as cruelty to, the Church exceeded all
absolute and relative limits, as it extended into areas which had never previously been
attacked. And all that took place with complete impunity.

Priests, seminarians, catechists and other direct contributors to the Church have
been killed. They have been machine gunned and searched, bombs have been placed in
religious institutions like schools, universities, residences of religious workers and
diocese priests. Four North American nuns were raped before being murdered.

The attacks on YSAX, the radio station of the Archbishopric, the only source of
mass communication that tell the truth about the country, that dare to voice dissent and
criticism of the current government, that energize and give hope to the nation, have
particular significance. The radio station suffered threats, interference, machine gun
attacks and numerous bombings until finally it was destroyed.

The persecution has reached the most obviously religious of symbols. One
extremely potent bomb went off in the Archiepiscopal Curia and in the Central Seminary.
Temples have been machine gunned on numerous occasions, mostly when liturgical
services were being celebrated. The Holy Sacrament has been profaned repeatedly,
which has been the most painful and outrageous to the religious sentiments of the nation
and of the Church.

The evidence we present shows, without any room for doubt, that there is
terrifying persecution of the Church and furthermore, that it is carried outin a
premeditated, planned way, because all sectors of the Church and all ecclesiastical
institutions are victims of the persecution. This picture is incredible in and of itself and
would be unthinkable in any civilized country. But what is absolutely incredible is that
the current persecution takes place under a regime
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whose political leadership is in the hands of a small group which calls itself democratic
and Christian. The executors of this persecution are, in almost all cases, members of the
Army and security corps. The final responsibility falls to the Military Junta, currently
under the command of Napoledn Duarte and Jaime Gutiérrez.

and known about the perpetrators of such.

B.

JANUARY
5

10

12

22

22

28

29
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In spite of the promises for an investigation, all year long, the Military Junta has
gone back on its word since being faced with so many serious occurrences. It has
punished the guilty even less, which makes matters worse because in most cases, it’s very
easy to identify the perpetrators since there are many witnesses. In other cases, especially
in that of Monsignor Romero, that of P. Marcial Serrano (November 28, 1980), that of
four North American nuns who were working in El Salvador (December 2, 1980), and the
raid of the Archbishopric (November 19, 1980), there are suspicions that are based on

In lieu of proceeding with the investigation, a search of Legal Aid’s new offices
was ordered, which since November 28, 1980 has impeded its functioning. All of the

files which contain the evidence of responsibility for the repression and persecution of
the Church have been stolen.

CHRONOLOGY OF THE PERSECUTION OF THE CHURCH

,

In San Salvador, the UGB machine guns the
Externado School of San José.

Unidentified persons machine gun the fagade of
the Heart of Mary Church at midnight.

In Arcatao, the N.G. captures the religious
workers Giovanni Lerda and Nicolasa Ramirez.
They are threatened withexecution at the Guard
posl. They are freed twenty-four hours later.
The N.G. captures the religious worker Beatriz
Velasquez Ortega while she is traveling on a bus.
She is threatened with execution at the Guard
post. She is freed the following day.

In San Salvador, the N.P. machine gun sthe
Church of the Rosary where 308 people are
receiving refuge.

The OLC dynamites the premises of the
Archbishopric.

Members of the N.G. and ORDEN evacuate the
Church of llobasco and execute four of its
occupants.

Maria Erciia Martinez and Ana Coralia Martinez,
active collaborators i the Parish of Aguilares, are
kidnapped, tortured and murdered.

Armed officers in civilian clothes attack the
Church of San Francisco in San Miguel and four
persons die.

The Cathedral of Santa Ana and the churches of
Ahuachapan, llobasco and Santa Rosa de Lima
are machine gunned.

The convent door of Divine Providence Church is
broken down and the priests” house is searched in
Col Atlacatl of $San Salvador.

FEBRUARY:

2

16

i8

20

Unidentified persons machine gun the Church of
the Rosary of San Salvador.

Three people die and eighteen are injured as the
result of the machine gun attack on the persons
visiting an exposition in the atrium of the Rosary
of San Salvador. -

The residence of the PP Jesuits is machine
gunned. Machine gun fire was heard; around a
hundred bullet holes were found,

N.G. officers machine gun the Parish Church of
Nejapa at three thirty in the morning.

Two highly explosive bombs compleely destray
the transmission facilities of the Archbishopric
radio station.

A bomb destroys part ofthe Library at Ceniral
American University run by the PP. Jesuits.

The Church of Tonacatepeque is rmachine gunned.

Unidentified persons machine gun the Sacred
Heart School.

Snipers fire on the Church of San Miguel.

José Trinidad Canales, a professor at the
Externado School of San José, is peppered with
shots.

In San Miguel, seven corpses are fourd, showing
signs of torture, appear, among them, a catechist.
The catechist Ruben Benitez of the Parish of La
Union turns up dead. The N.G. interrogated him
at his house on March 5.
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22

24

26

29

30

a}

b)

¢}

APRIL:
23

NYC Translation #101587 (Spanish) ( b)
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The fagade of the Rosary Church of San Salvador
is machine gunned from several vehicles. Hours
later, weli equipped military officers try to
evacuate the church with heavy fire lasting around
a half an hour,

A suiicase with seventy-two sticks of dynamile is
found inside the Basilica of the Sacred Heart, with
a device to activate it at 5 p.m.., the time at which
Monsignor Romero would celebrate a mass for
Mario Zamora, a leader of the PDC who was
murdered.

Combined forees (40 officers) search the priests
dwelling in Colonia Zacamil; they entered by
breaking down the door and they stole documents.

Rural farm family threatened with death because
of its friendship with Father Rutilic Grande.

Bombs go off a the ARS Sacerdotal Cooperative,
causing serious material damage.

The N.P. enters the premises of the UCA Central
American University, killing one student,
capturing another two and causing panic amongst
the students and teachers.

Monsignor Oscar Amuldo Romero, drchbishop of
San Salvador, 5 murdered.

During the transfer-procession of Monsignor
Romero’s body to the Cathedral, the N.G. fires
shots into the air and captures three young people
who were directing traffic.

The Caritas Archdiocese denounces the murder of
a promoter in El Salitre by unidentified persons.

Snipers open fire on the crowd attending
Monsignor Romero’s funeral.

“The following is what we were able to perceive
from the Cathedral steps and from its towers, as
well from the testimenies gathered during our
journeys around the city:

the explosion of a intense bomb was suddenly
heard, that several witnesses state they saw being
thrown from the National Palace.

Then shots and blasts were heard that several
priests present stated came from the second floor
of the National Palace.

We saw or we were able to prove the presence of
Security Forces as of the first hours of the
morming in the streets of San Salvador and in the
access routes to the city. (Statements of the
Prelates attending the funeral)

The N.G. attacks a group of Christians from the
canton of San José Segardo de San Martin and kill
Maria Elena Pérez,

26

7

28

MAY:

15

15

16

17

13

19

20

23

29

JUNE:

©

catechist from the Parish of San Martin.

In San Pedro Perulapan, members of the Army
and ofTicers dressed in civilian clothes torture and
nmwrder seven catechists.

In San José Cortées, three persons are captured,
members of Christian communities.

Combined forces raid San Martin Church. They
destroy the altar and profane the Sacrarium. They
also loot the parish house.

The Church of the Rosary of Mora in the
Department of San Salvador is machine gunned.
The convent house of the Rosary of Mora is
machine gunned.

The N.G. machine guns the Cathedrat of San
Salvador; one dead.

The ESS detonates a bomb in the Church of Don
Raa (PP. Salesians).

A bomb is detonated at La Madona Social Work
of the Salesiars. The ESS takes responsibility.

During the night, the Church of the Rosary of San
Salvador is machine gunned.

The Army searches the convent of San José
Villanueva and captures Sister Teresa Larios,

Unidentified persons machine gun the offices of
the Catholic radio station YSAX.

Bombs are {aunched at the studios and offices of
the Archbishopric radio station. The dynamite
explosive device did not go off.

Unknown persons machine gun the Church of
Don Rua (Maria Auxiliadora}.

The N.G. assassinate Luisa Jiménez, a catechist,
in Quebrada del Llano (El Paisnal).

A Security Corps roadblock captures a young
catechist. His dead body was found at Amapulapa
tourist center detour.

The Citata religious comnunity withdraws for
safety reasons.

Mauricio Flores Cardona, a teacher at the Divine
Providence School of SanSalvador, is
assassinated in front of his students.

A military patrol attacks two seminarians while
they are doing pastoral work in Tamanique,
Depariment of La Libertad.

Meetings by Christian communities in Potonico,
Los Ranchos and Reubicacion are brutally
harassed by security forces.

Mr. Ismael Enrique Pineda. promater of the
Caritas Archdiocese, disappears, along with
another member of the Naional Qffice

23 R4978

20

001044



19

21

23

29

JULY:

24

of Caritas. Both had left with food for the mother
and child program of Miraflores canton,
Cojutepeque jurisdiction, in a vehicle of the
Archbishopric.

The N.P, raids the residence of the HH. ClTerings
of the Sacred Heart in San Salvador.

Uniformed persornel raid the residence of the
Secular Institute of Zacamil in San Salvador.

A military operation interrupts the funeral of a
rural settier murdered in a canton of Usulutan.

A catechist is captured in San Pedro canton of

- Usulutan; he is tortured and the joints of his

fingers are destroyed.

Father Cosme Spezzotto, Italian Franciscan, age
57, is murdered. He was the parish priest for San
Juan Nonualco for twenty-seven years, At the
time of his murder, he was praying in the Church
breviary.

Combined forces of the N.P., N.G. and the Army
search the Holy Family School, robbing the nuns”
belongings and destroying the portrail of
Monsignor Romero’s portrat.

A nun and five employees are detained during the.

search of the Holy Family School.

The “Maximiliao Hernandez Martinez”
Anticommunist Brigades machine gun the Holy
Family School.

The Army brutally raids the Parish of Aguilares.

Two highly explosive bombs go off e the
campus of the UCA Central American University,
destroying most of theuniversity press.

Members of the Armed Forces raid fie Catholic
school Externado San José. Soldiers posted on
the street prohibited the Rector and the
Administrator to enter the schoot.

Security Forces and Army occupy and loot the
Legal Aid office of the Archbishopric (Legal
assistance office of the Church of El Salvador).

The EAS Salvadorian Anticommunist Army
interferes repeatedly with programs of VSAX,
Catholic radio station.

A member of ORDEN tries to kill Sor Dionisia in
Rosario de Mora, Department of San Salvador
and injures her with a machete.

During his homily, Monsignor Rivera Damas
denounces the threats received

25

25

26

AUGUST:
8

12

12

13

20

20

23

30

against the radio station of the Archbishopric,
YSAX.

Combined forces with the support of ORDEN kil
the seminarian José Othmaro Céceres and twelve
other persons during a military operation carried
out in the village ofLos Leones, Platanares
canton, Departmemto of Cuscatlan. The
seminarian Caccres died after several shots to the
chest, after which they destroyed his head with
blows from a machete,

Leaders of Christian communities are persecuted
by Combined Forces in the canton of La Nueva
Encamacion of San Juan Opico.

Combined forces and members of ORDEN
capture three priests when they were on their way
to celebrating a mass in the canton of Jicaro and
Las Minas. They search and take them tg the
Chalatenango barracks.

Unidentified officers break in to the parish temple
in the Calle Real caiton. They breakinto the
Sacrarium and 1ake the pyx with the sacred hosts.

Army troops break down the main door of the
Church of Huiziicar. They profane the Sacrariu
and the credence table.

Combined forces raid the Fatima de Santa Tecla
school during the night.

The Fatima de Santa Tecla School is surrounded
by Army troops at six in the motning.

The P.H. captures Sandra Price, North American
nun; she was released as a result of measures by
the North American Ambassador.

Security Corps surround and invade the location
occupied by the church of Colonia Santa Lucia in
llopango.

Security Corps kidnap and murder five catechists
in the canton of Las Delicias de San Martin.

N.P. officers capture, interrogate and beat a
seminarian in Santa Tecla..

Combined Forces break down the door of the

. Church of San Martin, utilizing cannon balls.

They destroy parts of the inside of the temple.

SEPTEMBER:

5

Ten members of the Army under the command
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13

17

18

20

C.
C.l1.

capital). During this incident, the officers killed thirteen rural settlers.

of a licutenant conducts a search of the
Parish of San Francisco in Mejicanos.

Members of ORDEN harass and threaten
Carmelite Nuns of Ciudad Barrios with
death.

Combined Forces taid the Colonial Church
of Huizicar.

Five bombs were placed in transmission
plants of YSAX, radio station of the
Archbishopric, of which only one exploded,
damaging a radio antenna.

Combined Security Forces machine gun the
Cathedral of San Miguet.

Combined forces raid the residence of the

Oblates of the Sacred Heart in San Salvador.

In San Salvador, the Cathedral and the
Church of the Calvary are machine gunned.
Combined Security Forces machine gun and
enter the Cathedral of San Miguel, leaving
five persons dead and capturing nine, who
two days later turned up dead with M.E.
notices.

Combined Security Forces machine gun the
Cathedral of San Miguel at noon; in the
afternoon, they entered the church where
they assassinated 10 rural agricultural
workers and kidnapped fifty, of which
twenty-six were found dead, with M.E.
posters, on the 207 and 21%.

The N.G. searches the Church of the canton
Plan del Pino in the Department of San
Salvador.

The Cathedral and the Church of the
Calvary in San Salvador are once again
machine gunned.

Heavily armed men, some in uniform,
dynamite the Archbishopric’s radio station
transmitters. They placed the first bomb in
the access gate to the premises. Having
destroyed the gate, they went in firing
submachine guns until they reached the
shed,

where they fired two other bombs; since
they were not able to completely destroy the
transmitter, the same individuals went back

21
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to the shed one [Illegible] later and they
placed two other [illegible] with which they
completely destroyed the [illegible].

The Army [illegible] the school “Sacred
Family” [illegible] of the Assumption of
Santa Ana, destroying a door.

During his homily, Monsignor [illegible]
Damas said, “We consider condemnable
(illegible] every point of view, the methods
[illegible] by the Army in evacuating
[illegible] high number of dead and
wounded [illegible] Cathedral of San Miguel
and of Santa Lucia of Zacatecoluca.

The Cathedral of San Salvador is machine
gunned again.

In {illegible], the CMHM burns the parish
archives, the photos of John Paul 11 and
Monsignor Romero. They set fire to the
convent house and threaten the nuns in order
to make them leave the area.

Combined forces machine gun the Cathedral
of San Salvador.

Army troops raid and loot the convent house
of San Antonio [illegible], Chalatenango.
They burn a [illegible] of Bibles and
catechisms.

An Army demolition squad raids and sacks
the church of San Antonio de los Ranchos.
[illegible] the Sacrarium, they throw the Cup
on the ground. causing the consecrated
[illegible] to disappear.

[illegible] teachers from the Catholic school
Externado de San José are killed at the
school door.

OCTOBER:

6

Security Corps raid the residence of priest
Manuel Antonio Reyes [illegible]. They
remove him forcibly from his house and he
turns up dead the following day.

Canton Military Patrols search the
storeroom of Caritas Archdiocese in
Aguilares. .

A Canton Patrol invades the atrium of the
Church of Aguilares and fires its weapons
into the air.

RELEVANT CASES OF PERSECUTION TO THE CHURCH

On July 25, 1980, National Guard officers and members of ORDEN killed the young seminarian JOSE
[illegible] CACERES. The seminarian Céceres, who had been ordained as priest on July [illegible] was building a
small church with several rural settlement dwellers in the “Plantanares” canton in Suchitoto (35 km. northeast of the

The priest COSME SPEZZOTTO, of Italian nationality, was murdered in the church of San Juan Nonualco,
department of La Paz, 40 km.
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west of the capital. In his last homiletic discourses, he had denounced the repression suffered by the rural
population in the area of San Juan Nonualco.

C.2. RAID ON PREMISES
OF THE SAN SALVADOR ARCHBISHOPRIC

All the employees, workers, and directors of Criterio press, where the newspaper ORIENTATION
is published, and the Catholic Radio Station of YSAX of the Archbishopric witnessed the military
operation conducted by North American soldiers on November 19, 1980.

The Archbishopric was surrounded by military tanks at 16:00 hours in a perfectly coordinated
. joint operation by soldiers not in uniform, who entered the premises and proceeded to conduct a violent
search. The premises of one of ten refugee centers of the Archbishopric, created to protect women and
children, was also raided. They destroyed a medical aid clinic.

The area around the Archbishopric remained surrounded for two hours by National Guard officers,
The soldiers struck several Archbishopric employees during the raid.

C.3. CAPTURE AND DISAPPEARANCE OF FATHER ERNEST ABREGO.
MURDER OF VARIOUS FAMILY MEMBERS

Father Ernest Abrego, priest of the Archdiocese of San Salvador, left Guatemala City for El
Salvador on November 23, 1980 in a private vehicle, accompanied by his brother Guillermo Abrego, Ms.
Teresa Galvez, the widow of Liévano, and her daughter, Ana Maria Liévano. Witnesses stated that they
took the highway for the border known as “Las Chinamas.”

Upon learing that they had not arrived at their destination, Father Abrego’s brother, Mr. Luis
Abrego, a resident of Guatemala, went to San Salvader, accompanied by Dr. Jaime Bolafios. On November
29, both of them returned to Guatemala. Nothing more was known of them until their dead bodies were
found in Juayua, department of Sonsonate, 70 km. west of the capital.

Another one of Father Abrego’s brothers who resided in Guatemala, Mr. Carlos Abrego, received
a telephone call telling him to go to the Hotel Camino Real bar in Guatemala, where he would be given
information about his brothers. Nothing further is known about Mr. Carlos Abrego, who disappeared.
Father Abrego’s four brothers: three disappeared and one was murdered.

Cc.4. Father Manuel Antonio Reyes, priest of the San Salvador Archdiocese, was murdered on October
sixth, 1980. On that day, his house was raided by the National Police and the priest was captured. The
following day, his body was found in a settlement adjoining San Salvador, with a bullet in his mouth and
another in his chest.

C.s. Father Marcial Serrano, parish priest of Olocuilta, was kidnapped by National Guard officers
when he left the canton Chalpipa, in the jurisdiction of Santiago Texacuangoes, 40 km. west of the capital,
after celebrating mass. The act occurred on Thursday, November 28 at 17:00 hours. His vehicle was found
at a National Guard barracks. Without being able to recover it, it has been established that his body is at
the bottom of Lake llopango, near San Salvador.

C.6. MURDER OF FOUR NORTH AMERICAN RELIGIOUS WORKERS

The nuns ITA FORD, MAURA CLARKE, DOROTHY KZLEM and the lay missionary were
captured on December second, 1980 when the latter two had arrived at the El Salvador international airport

to meet the first two, who had arrived on a flight on the
26 R 4981
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[Right margin stamp: University of Cafias, El Salvador, C.A., CIDAI]

Panamanian airline. Their bodies [illegible] found in Santiago Nonualco [illegible] of La Paz
[illegible] The coroner [illegible] at least [illegible] of them had been raped. [illegible] Arturo
Rivera [illegible] signed a communiqué indicating, “when [illegible] their vehicle turned up
[illegible] burned on kilometer forty [illegible], at a short distance from where a contingent of
National Guard members had previously detained two vehicles with priests [illegible]. Witnesses
state that the Ambassador of the United States, who [illegible] the measure for the exhumation of
the bodies, asked them to take [illegible] from Santiago Nonualco. The Judge stated to him that if
he granted him protection, he would inform him of the other information that he knew of. Two
days later, the Judge of Santiago Nonulaco was murdered.

...all this occurs in our “Christian” country. The little self-proclaimed *“Christian
democrat” group [illegible] specialized in Archbishops, priests, and nuns...

International Christian democracy has the floor...

D. COMMUNIQUE FROM THE BISHOP, APOSTOLIC ADMIN ISTRATOR,
PRIESTS AND RELIGIOUS WORKERS OF THE ARCHDIOCESE
OF SAN SALVADOR

We, the bishop, priests and nuns, want to say to all Christians, to the Salvadoran people
and 1o all the men and women of good will around world something clear and firm about the
latest cruel occurrences against the Church in the country. As teachers, we are required to tell the
truth. As pastors, we are obligated to counsel, teach and inspire people of God that feels
frightened and powerless at these moments in the face of so much barbarity. We speak with the
responsibility that the Lord demands of us and with the pain and suffering of the Salvadorian
people. We have no other interest than to fulfill our obligation as pastors.

1. — First of ali, we wish to shed light on the latest, cruelest acts of persecution against the
Church. We energetically denounce and condemn the disappearance of Father Marcial Serrano,
parish priest of Olocuilta, on November 28™ who by all the [illegible] has been murdered. Father
Serrano came to celebrate mass in the canton of [illegible] he returned to his parish, however,
instead of celebrating mass in the same parish, eyewitnesses retraced his route accompanied by
Army personnel. Since then, the priest has not turned up. His pick up was found at the National
Guard post, with its license plate changed in San Miguel Tepezontes. Members of the Guard
stated that they had found the pick up abandoned in a specific place. Eyewitnesses, however,
contradict this version, because they didn’t see the pick up in the place where the National Guard
went to get it.

We energetically denounce and condemn the kidnapping, torture and likely rape of three
of them [illegible] murder of the Sisters Maura and Ita of Mariknoll Congregation and of Sister
Dorothy of Ursulinas Congregation of the Cleveland Diocese [illegible] Miss Jean Donovan, lay
missionary. On the second, Sister Dorothy [illegible] Miss Donovan who worked in La Liberty
parish went to meet the other two sisters at the airport. A little later, when [illegible] to meet
them, their car turned up completely burned on kilometer 41, a short distance from where, hours
before, there had been a Security Corps contingent that had earlier detained two vehicles with
priests and monks.

We denounce and condeimnn the disappearance of Father Ernesto Abrego. On November
23, he traveled from Guatemala in a car with several family members, the whereabouts of all of
whom remain unknown to this day. Everything leads one to believe that he was the victim of

murder as well. 27 R4932
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2. — These criminal acts of persecution to the Church are the culmination of four years of
persecution, which has increased in quantity and cruelty in the year of 1980, coinciding with the new
political leadership of this country by military personnel and the Christian Democratic Party. This year,
Monsignor Oscar Romero, pastor and prophet of the Church and the Salvadorian people, was assassinated,
along with two other priests, Fathers Spezzotto and Manuel Reyes, and a seminarian about to be ordained,
and a great number of catechists, delegates of the Word and the Christian faithful. This year, various
pastoral representatives, priests, nuns, and religious catechists have been threatened with death, detained,
and captured, and their residences have been raided, machine gunned or dynamited. The same attempts
have taken place in Catholic schools, in the offices of the San Salvador Archbishop, such as the Criterion
press, the radio station YSAX, and Legal Aid. This year, temples have been profaned, shots have been
fired onthem, their occupants at times have been assassinated, and the Holiest of Sacraments on occasion
has been profaned. In summary, so far this year, the Church has been attacked in all aspects of its scope, its
pastoral representatives, its educational institutions and its social communication media. It has been the
object of a cruel and systematic persecution, which in spite of the Government’s promises, has increased
rather than diminished, as the most recent events show.

3. — While we, horrified and powerless, witness all these incidents, we assert that the mainstream
commercial media and the officials of the Armed Forces and the Government Junta have often silenced,
distorted or falsified these events and their interpretation.

On the other hand, Church media was silenced with bombs and assassinations, as was the most
notorious case of YSAX. In this situation, we have the sacred obligation to speak the truth about the
persecution to the church and those responsible.

The Church has been persecuted because it tells the truth, which disturbs those in power and
because it has taken a position of preference in regard to this country’s poor, who have been secularly
oppressed through unjust hierarchies, and continue to be oppressed at this time, and furthermore are
oppressed with a virulence that borders on inconceivable.

Although those directly responsible for this persecution wish to downplay easily inciting the
violence of the right and left or those sheltered by the all powerful politico-military apparatus, during the
nearly four years of persecution suffered by the Church, it has been nonetheless evident that most of the
acts of persecution against the Church have been carried out by members of security corps and paramilitary
entities, As such, we reject versions that lay the blame on other social groups, which some members of the
Government have confirmed several times.

4. — As such, we hold the Security Corps and the extreme right wing groups responsible for the
persecution of the Church, specifically the assassinations of both the priests as well as the Pastoral
Representatives. And, as a consequence, we also hold the Government Junta responsible, which by
exercising supreme command of the Armed Forces, is responsible for the actions of its members. We
regret that the Governments prior to the Junta and the same Revolutionary Junta of the Government has not
fulfilled its promise to shed light on the criminal assassinations of Monsignor Romero, priests, nuns and
Pastoral Representatives.

As such, its statements lack credibility and we cannot accept its oft-repeated excuses any longer
after the incidents, nor the promises of an investigation.

Only an immediate and efficient cessation of the repression and persecution could demonstrate the
will determined to put an end to same and to eXonerate the Junta of its responsibility in any way. And only
the immediate cessation of the repression and persecution would give credibility to the repeated offers of
dialogue to pacify the country. On the other hand, all possibility for true peace in the country through
nonviolent means is being cut off.

5. — The circumstances of the last assassinations have involved North Americans, three nuns and a
lay missionary. These religious workers, who came to this country to give their lives unselfishly and

genergusly,
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deserve our tribute of admiration and appreciation and [illegible] which consists of real
greatness, solidarity and help from many Christians of our neighboring country, the
United States. But they also show us that it must not involve help from the Government
of the United States to El Salvador. As such, just as our Archbishop Martir asked ina
prophetic gesture, we demand that the Government of the United States not provide
military aid to our Government, because in spite of the declarations about its intent,
military aid facilitates the repression of the nation and the persecution of the Church.

6. — This is our word of truth. But we wish to also say a word of encouragement
and hope to the Christians and to the people who suffer cruel persecution, and a word of
solidarity to our Pastoral Representatives so that they do not feel abandoned by their
pastors during trials as difficult as these.

The persecution is a sign of the Church’s authenticity because the resemblance to
its Divine Founder, Jesus Christ, who was also persecuted for telling the truth and
preferring the poor, and also because of the placement in the middle of the pain and
suffering of a poor nation. That is why we must not lose heart. A persecuted Church
today is like Jesus Christ, God’s servant, and takes on the sin of the world, the sin of
injustice and of repression. Such a Church always ends up crucified, and many
Christians today have been led to the cross.

But due to our faith, we know that the cross leads to the glorious resurrection with
Jesus Christ and to the historical liberation, which wiil result in a more just and brotherly
society, in which there is true peace, one in which fear and terror give way to brotherhood
and joy.

As Christians, we believe that the bodies of Ita, Maura, Jean and Dorothy, four
Chiristian women who surrendered their lives for the poor will be the pledge of Christian
hope and strength, of justice to the poor and of the peace so eagerly awaited by
Salvadorians. :

We are in Advent, which is a time of anticipation and hope. We believe in God,
we shall be faithful to our preference for the poor, we share their sufferings. One day
soon, this hope will become a reality and there will be justice and peace for the poor. In

the meantime, let us remember the basis of our hope. “Do not fear,” Christ tells us, “I
have overcome the world.”

{Stamp) Arturo Rivera y Darnas. Bishop, Apostolic Administrator of the San Salvador Archdiocese.
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GENOCIDE AND WAR OF EXTERMINATION IN EL SALVADOR
(“José Simeoén Caiias” Central American University)

1. BY WAY OF INTRODUCTION

The subject of human rights violations in our country already has a history. Just
in the period 1977-1979, four investigations were carried out by international observers,’'
in which constant violations were noted and recommendations were made to the
Salvadorian government in order to guarantee respect and compliance of such rights.

Let us also recall that at the beginning of 1979, the Organization of American
States (OAS) had suggested, as a subject of the agenda for its General Assembly, a
possible sanction of the Salvadoran regime for constant violations of the human rights
outlined in the American Rights Convention (San José, 1969). Said subject was not
discussed at the Ordinary General Assembly due to the events which took place in El
Salvador on October 15, 1979.

As of that date, contrary to what was declared by the Salvadorian Armed Forces
and what was hoped — both by the Salvadoran people as well as the rest of the
international community — the constant human rights violations have not lessened, but
instead have been growing at an exponential rate.

Certainly one cannot speak of human rights violations in El Salvador anymore.
The evidence indicates, quantitatively and qualitatively, that a broad segment of the
Salvadoran population is being systematically exterminated and instruments of
extermination are being designed and fine-tuned for such purpose.

The league of nations has given a name to the practice by governments which
systematically and intentionally exterminate segments of the population that they are
supposed to represent. The name is genocide. This article will attempt to demonstrate
that the current Christian Democratic Military Junta is developing and implementing
genocidal practices against the Salvadorian population.

We based our argument on the following points:

aj The elimination of broad segments of the Salvadoran population has taken on
proportion of extermination. 1f one assumes that the current repressive trends of the
regime remain constant, it would result in approximately 15,000 defenseless Salvadorians
murdered in the course of a year.

'"We refer to the U.S. State Department Report, submitted to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and 1o the North
American Congress Foreign Relations Committee (1978): to the Great Britain Parliamentary Commission report (Dec. 1978); to the
report and Findings of the InterAmerican Human Rights Commission of the QAS (Nov. 1978); and to International Commission of
Jurists” Report (1978). See Dr. Ungo’s article, ‘Human Rights, necessary condition for peace and social coexistence in El Salvador”
(ECA, No. 365/370, July/August 1979, Year XXXIV), for a summary of the main conclusions of said investigations.
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b) Extermination, on the other hand, is systematic in the way it is directed at a segment of the
population, the common denominator for which is its ideological opposition to the regime; and is
indiscriminate against the general civil population in that it is not possible to systematically identify said
political opposition, given its degree of growth and strength.

¢) Extermination, ultimately, is intentional in the way in which the regime creates legal and political
instruments to carry it out. The creation of such instruments is preceded by the Junta’s ideological policies
which distort political opposition and are intended to justify and legitimize the creation of such instruments.

2. GENOCIDE: THE SUBJECT THAT CONCERNS US

After the Second World War, as a reaction to the bloody experience of Nazism, the people and
nations of the world recognized the term genocide as an Intemational Rights subject.

In 1945, the Charter of the Nuremberg Trials listed racial or religious persecution as a crime for
which the victorious allies could try Nazi offenders. Said charter established the principle of individual
responsibility for government officials responsible for carrying out extermination policies.

By 1948, the United Nations completed a convention regarding prevention and punishment of the
crime of genocide. Said convention established the crime as intentional and systemnatic extermination, total
or partial, of a group by the government, for reasons of race, ethnicity, or religion. Moreover, it established
the procedures for its punishment in national tribunals of the State in whose territory the crime had been
committed, or through international tribunals.? :

Ei Salvador ratified said convention on December 9, 1948.° 1t is interesting to note that the United
States of America, alleging that the convention violated national sovereignty, especially in the provisions
regarding international tribunals and individual responsibilities of government officials, never ratified the
convention’s agreements.‘

Independent of the term that was coined in 1944 or recognized by the league of nations
community in 1948, genocide is part of humanity’s history. Just recall two classic examples from this
century: the genocide of the Armenian people by the Turks at the decline of the Ottoman Empire and that
of the Jewish people and the Slavic nations by the Nazi machine during the Second World War.

During the second half of this century, however, the classic definition of the term has needed
broadening, in spite of it not having been recognized in international courts. The national liberation
struggles that different peoples of the world carry out demand that the definition of genocide be expanded
in order to include intentional and systematic extermination, total or partial, of a group by part of a
government, not just for racial, ethic and religious reasons, and religion, but also for ideclogical reasons.

No one can deny, for example, that the practices of systematic and intentional extermination by
the Shah of Iran’s regime against the lranian people or by the Saigon regime and its North American allies
against the Vietnamese people, or by the Somoza regime against the Nicaraguan people, were genocidal
practices. In spite of the quantitative aspect, all of them had, as a common denominator, the intent to
systematically exterminate the political opposition. Consequently, the practice of genocide resulted in
most of the nation constituting itself in opposition.

;The New Columbia Encyclopedia, New York: 1.B. Lippincett Company, 1975: p. 1060.

Inter-American Human Rights Commission, Human Rights Violations in El Salvador, San José: Organization of American States,
1979: p. 64.
*The New York Encyclopedia, op.cit.
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We want, nonetheless, to go deeper in two fundamental ways. One of them refers to the des:gn in
which this intentionality can be put in objective terms; the other, to the legitimization of the design and to
the justification of the practice of genocide. Both aspects are indelibly linked, but are perfectly observable
in their time, identifiable in practice and subject to analysis in the political discourse of the regime.

4.1 The design of extermination
By design of extermination, we understand it to be that structured whole in which:

- Advance is perceived toward the predetermined objective of totally annihilating the political
opposition;

- it is possible to identify the legal and political instruments as well as those of execution that
make such an advance possible;

- one can observe both the connection between these instruments in concrete political practices as
well as the adoption of certain practices that assure and increase the efficacy of such instruments; and

- individual or institutional responsibilities can be established for the execution and legitimization
of the design.

A careful examination of figure no. 3 permits us to distinguish 5 moments in which these four
dimensions are put into objective terms and put into historical context. Let us examine each one of them.

a) First phase: The Transition — We consider the first phase encompasses the period between
January 6 (date upon which the Armed Forces accepted the platform that the Christian Democracy proposes
as the minimum to form a government) and March 3 (date upon which Héctor Dada Hirezi renounces the
Junta Government).

During this period, the greatest force of the Govemment Junta is focused on nominating a Cabinet.
The relative weakness of the project, above all concerning legitimacy, is manifest. The intent to minimize
the crisis caused by the resignation of many officials of the First Junta requires the new government to act
with great caution.

The assassinations stay at levels similar to those of December, even though the repressive
practices have adopted new modalities. 1f public displays of opposition were attacked by security forces in
order to disperse them before, now the attacks stem from paramilitary groups with ties to public forces in
places where demonstrators have sought refuge after being attacked. Such is the case of the attack which
had as its object the gigantic “Unity Demonstration,” held by the recently formed Revolutionary
Coordinator of the Masses (RCM) on January 22, and the subsequent attacks on the demonstrators who
sought refuge, both at the Church of the Rosary, as well as at the campus of the National University.""
Military responses to labor disputes and other types of peaceful demonstrations of dissatisfaction by the
opposition have become commonplace: ? the roadblocks spring up on the main interdepartmental arteries
of communication; the paramilitary groups act with a relative degree of impunity, eliminating both the base
leader of the people’s organizations as well as those personalities within the very same military-demo-
Christian who are opposed to implementing more advanced phases of the design. Such is the case, for
example, with the assassination of Mario Zamora Rivas."

" See Escobar, Francisco Andrés, “In the Line of Death” ECA, Year XXXV No. 375/376 (January/February 1980): 21-35, for a
detailed account of the events occurring on that date.

11 Security forces arrive even to attack the headquarters of the very same Christian Democratic Party (taken peacefully by the
February 28 People’s Leagues) againd the express orders of the Junta.

1 The resignation letter that Dr. Zamora Rivas’s widow presented to the Christian Democratic Party implicates certain persons in that
Party in the assassination of her husband. See “Aromnete de Zamora's Resignation Letter™ in ECA, Year XXXV, No. 381/382

(July/August 1980): 772 40 . . R4988
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3. EXTERMINATION IN EL SALVADOR?

In spite of the official negotiations in this regard, El Salvador’s situation seems to be similar to
that of the previous examples. The levels of repression and repressive practices already exceed,
quantitatively and qualitatively, what could be called a “systematic human rights violation,” and are
quickly reaching extermination levels.

El Salvador is no stranger to this practice. In 1932 alone, between 25 and 30 thousand men,
women and children died. Starting from that date is also when the chain of military dictatorships was
established which has been the Salvadorian modus vivendi for 50 years.

Supposedly one of the objectives of the military insurrection on October 15, 1979 was to put an
end of this state of things. That’s what the Armed Forces Proclamation affirmed in explaining General
Carlos Humberto Romero’s motives and in integrating a Revolutionary Junta Government composed
mainly of civilians. ¢ Meanwhile, the conditions necessary for carrying out free elections were established,
and an emergency program was proposed, which contains the following in its framework

L “Cessation of the violence and the corruption.

a} Effecting the dissolution of ORDEN and fighting the extremist organizations which violate
human rights with their actions...
II. Guarantee the validity of human rights.

a) Creating an atmosphere well-disposed to achieving truly free elections within a reasonable time
limit.

b} Permitting the constitution of parties of all types of ideologies in order to strengthen the
democratic system.

¢) Conceding general amnesty to all exiles and political prisoners.

d) Recognizing the right to organize unions in all sectors.

e) Stimulating the free emission of thought, of agreement and ethical standards...””

Let's see what’s happened since that eminent October 15.
3.1 Quantitative aspects.

Figure no. 1 shows comparative data in regard to “those assassinated for political reasons by
security forces” in 1978 and 1979 right up untii the October coup.

In the 21 months between January 1978 and September 1979, 727 assassinations for political
reasons were registered, attributed to security forces. Although for 1978, the average number of
assassinations for political reasons was 12.25 per month, in the first 9 months of 1979 this average had
risen to 64.44 per month. This specific situation was one of those that the Armed Forces supposedly
intended to change.

Figure no. 2 presents the corresponding figures for the last 3 months in 1979. The monthly
average for this period rose to 150 assassinations per month. This was one of the pieces of data that most
members of the Cabinet of the First Junta demonstrated to indicate the process was “leaning to the right,”
that the most reactionary oligarchy had strengthened itself and that once again, the idea of “reform” with
repression was being imposed.

In January 1980, the Christian Democratic Party made an agreement with the Armed

:In this regard, see Thomas P. Anderson. Massacre. Nebraska; University of Nebraska Press, 1971: 134 and following.
T“Proclamation of the Revolutionary Jurta Government,” The Press Graplics, Qctober 16, 1979, p. 72.

Ihid.

*“Resignation of several Ministers and Undersecretaries of State” ECA, Year XXXV, No. 375/376 (January/Febmary 1980): 120-
121, :
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Forces to form a new government. Starting from that time, the assassinations for
political reasons attributed to security corps have constantly increased. Quantitatively,
more persons died between January and April 1980 than all the persons in the year 1979

(See figure no. 3).

FIGURE No. 1
ASSASSINATIONS FOR POLITICAL REASONS BY SECURITY FORCES BY

PROFESSION: JANUARY 1978 — SEPTEMBER 1979

PROFESSION | 1978 | 1979 | FEB | MAR | APR | MAY | JUN | JUL | AUG | SEPT | TOTAL
JAN

Agricultural 33 3 7 16 13 43 70 15 5 7 179
Laborer 12 I 7 5 12 22 15 5 8 5 80
Student 2 4 1 1 7 30 4 3 2 13 &5
Teacher 4 - 1 1 3 11 12 2 - 3 33
Professional - - 1 2 | 2 { 1 | - 9
Religious worker 1 1 - - - - 1 - 1 - 3

Unknown 45 6 1 13 22 52 33 27 28 24 211

Totals 147 | 15 18 38 58 160 | 141 53 45 52 580

SOURCE: Office of Social Communications of the Archbishopric: Report on the Repression in El Salvador {Intemational Informative
Bulletin, Number 10): December 1979.

FIGURE No. 2
ASSASSINATIONS FOR POLITICAL REASONS BY SECURITY FORCES
BETWEEN OCTOBER AND DECEMBER 1979

(1) @)
PROFESSION | OCT | NOV | DEC | TOTAL TOTAL 1979 | (1)/(2)%
OCT-DEC

Agricultural 39 1 154 194 373 52.0
Laborer 16 4 29 49 129 38.0
Student 9 2 18 29 94 30.8
Teacher - - - - 33 0.0
Professional 1 1 - 2 11 18.2
Religious - - - - 3 0.0
Unknown 94 i 80 176 387 45.0
TOTALS 159 10 281 450 1030 44.0
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[continued from previous page]

SOURCE: Office of Secial Communications of the Archbishopric, op.cit.

In the first ten months of the year, ten persons have died, assassinated by security
forces or by paramilitary groups associated with said forces, at least 6,450 Salvadorans,
among them men, women, children and the elderly. If we take into consideration the
victims of different massacres mentioned in figure number 3, this total would be 10,450.
During this year, on the average, 1,045 Salvadorans have been assassinated monthly by
security forces or by paramilitary groups. To continue with this monthly average to the
end of the year, 12,540 Salvadorans will have been victims of their Armed Forces. This
is 17 times more than those assassinated in the 2 years of General Romero’s government.

36
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If we suppose that the population of E} Salvador is 4,354,000 inhabitants, this total of victims represents 0.3
per cent of the population. The comparative proportional data of what this percentage means to the population of other
countries can be noted in figure no. 4.

We're not aware of any international agreement in which a percentage of the population must be annihilated
in order to be able to speak of extermination. Nevertheless, the data that we have presented clearly demonstrates a
growing trend toward assassinations for political reasons on the part of the regime. In absolute terms, these figures
already exceed those for which General Romero’s government was going to be sanctioned by the community of
American nations.

FIGURE No. 3
ASSASSINATIONS FOR POLITICAL REASONS BY SECURITY FORCES,

FROM JANUARY 1 TO OCTOBER 24, 1950°

PROFESSION | JAN | FEB | MAR | APR | MAY | JUN | JUL AUG | SEPT | OCT | TOTAL

| Agricultural | 129 | 126 | 203 [ 198 | 200 [ 393 i 524 236 | 378 | 338 | 2725

Laborer 10 |9 32 [30 |53 87 52 55 104 | 106 | 538
Student 4 22 |47 |61 |14 98 52 77 | 59 106 | 510
Teacher 8 6 3 12 |21 9 7 4 9 9 88
Professional | 2 4 7 - 17 11 8 6 - 38 93
Religious - - 1 - - 1 1 - - 1 4

Unknown 115169 1195 | 179 [ 306 | 429 | 403 | 327 | 275 [ 164 | 2462

TOTALS 268 | 236 | 488 | 480 [ 611" | 1028 | 1047 | 705 | 825 | 762° | 6450

! SOURCES: from January to May, Legal Aid of the San Salvador Archbishopric, “Assassinations for political reasons, January 1 to
October 24, 1980” (mimeograph)
June to August, CUDL, Statistical Assessment,, Year 1, no. 2 (August 1980)
September, CUDI, Provisional statistics for the month of September,” (mimeograph).
October, Lezal Aid of the San Salvador Archbishopric, op.cit, and Weekly Bulletin Solidariy (November 1,
1980) (mimeo).

® Does not include the data regarding the massacres at the Sumpul River and EI Trifinio, depariment of Chatatenango and San Vicente.
Theze are only approximate numbers for those incidents. The Archdiocese of Santa Rosa de Copin calculates that approximately 600
Salvadorans were massacred on the banks of the Sumpul River on May 14 by army troops from EI Salvador and Honduras. The
military operatiors in El Trifinio and San Vicente may have resulted i approximately 400 more victims.

® This figure does not include the victims resulting from the operaions in Morazan and San Vicente. There were around 3,000 victims
in Morazan, according to what “Medical Aid International” and Children’s AID Latin America™ has reported. The national press has
reported 40,000 refugees in the area. In regard to San Vicente, there is still no data.

32 Qualitative aspects

Qualitatively, figures 1, 2 and 3 show that these assassinations are being perpetrated upon a very specific
segment of the Salvadoran population. In terms of profession or occupation, most of those assassinated are rural
agricultural workers, laborers and students. These thre¢ occupations represent 58.9 per cent of all those assassinated in
1980. In terms of those whose profession is known, the rural agricultural workers represent 68.3 per cent of those
assassinated; the workers, 13.5; and the students, 13.5 per cent (See figure no. 5).

* DEGESTYC. El Salvador in numbers. 1979. San Salvador, Ministry of Economy, 1979: 22, 37 R4991
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Figure no. 3 also shows that there are significant increases in terms of the
workers/employees and students assassinated in the months of June/July and
August/September. These months coincide with the strikes called for by the
Revolutionary Coordinator of the Masses and the Revolutionary Democratic Front,

respectively. During the strikes, the political activity shifted fundamentally to the urban

centers. Professions which show significant increases in regard to the assassinations
during these months have workplaces mainly in urban centers.

COMPARATIVE DATA OF THE 0.3 % OF THE POPULATION OF VARIOUS
COUNTRIES

FIGURE No. 4
COUNTRY POPULATION'O | 0.3%
United States 217,000,000 651,000
West Germany | 61,440,000 184,320
Spain 36,448,500 108,345
The Netherlands | 13,850,000 41,550
Venezuela 12,737,000 38,211
Denmark 5,090,000 15,270
Costa Rica 2,044,257 6,132
SQURCE:

[continued on following page]
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* All population data is from 1977.
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[Continued from previous page]

FIGURE No. 5
ABSOLUTE AND RELATIVE TOTALS OF ASSASSINATIONS FOR POLITICAL

REASONS BY SECURITY FORCES: 1978 - OCTOBER 1980.

PROFESSION | 1978 1979 Jan— Oct 1980 TOTALS

ABS. | % ABS. | % ABS. % ABS. %o
Agricultural 83 56.5 373 362 | 2725 422 | 3181 41.7
Laborer 12 8.2 129 1125 | 538 8.3 679 8.9
Student 2 1.4 94 9.1 540 8.4 636 83
Teacher 4 2.7 33 3.2 88 1.4 125 1.6
Professional - - 1 1.1 93 1.4 104 1.4
Religious worker | 1 0.7 3 0.3 4 0.1 8 0.1
Unknown 45 306 | 387 | 37.6 | 2462 382 | 2894 37.9
TOTALS 147 ! 100.0 | 1030 | 100.0 | 6450 100.0 | 7627 100.0

The same can be said of the number of assassinated professionals. This increased
significantly in May, a few weeks after having agreed to the formation of the Democratic
Front and the Revolutionary Democratic Front (RDF). Furthermore, it calls attention to
the radical increase in October, a few weeks after the Revolutionary Democratic Front
(RDF) took over the OAS headquarters.

Complete data is not available regarding the distribution by age of those
assassinated. However, out of the 2,870 dead registered during the three month period
from June to August and for those which the age is known (1,102), 731 — which
represents 66.3 per cent — are between the ages of 16 and 30 years of age (see figure no,
6).

What is the common denominator for all these people? Obviously, it’s not ethnic,

racial or religious. But it appears that the common denominator is their organized and
militant opposition to the regime, or in other words, a supposed

38
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militancy. The vast majority of the workers assassinated are either union leaders or base
members affiliated with some union. Most of the teachers assassinated belong to the
teachers’ association — the June 21 ANDES — whose affiliation with the Revolutionary
People’s Bloc (one of the people’s organizations in the country) is well known. A high
percentage of these persons have been assassinated during political actions intended as
statements to publicly protest the present Government Junta’s practices, political actions
which were attacked when they took place.

Of the rural agricultural workers assassinated, a high percentage have died in
peaceful takeovers of farms, demanding salary raises, which resulted in savage military
operations in retaliation against them; in gigantic “combings” and “rakings” that the army
and the security corps carry out in the name of “cleanup operations,” supposedly to
reduce and control the guerrilla groups; and more recently, in indiscriminate
bombardments, by artillery as well as by air troops, upon vast rural areas, which are
becoming more sophisticated and merciless acts of counterinsurgency all the time.

We must conclude, then, that the main characteristic that serves as a common
denominator amongst the persons assassinated is their real or apparent opposition to the
regime. The Junta Government seems to have decided to exterminate the opposition, and
Judging by the growing trends in the massacres, the opposition is neither as small as the
official discourse nor does it appear to be diminishing. Quite to the contrary. Each it
seems to use greater force and the way that it has been growing stronger, the repressive
practices and the annihijlation have taken on an indiscriminate character. It has gone from
the raids and the comb-throughs to bombings of entire rural areas; from “cleanup
operations” to “definitive military action.” '° The extermination of the Salvadorian
people by the Christian Democratic Military Government is systematic and bigger every
day.

[continued on next page]

NYC Translation #101587 (Spanish 37

001061



[continued from previcus page]

FIGURE No. 6
ASSASINATIONS FOR POLITICAL REASONS BY SECURITY FORCES, BY AGE — JUNE/AUGUST
TRIMESTER

AGE June | July | Aug. | Total

0-10 9 26 5 40

11-§5 23 30 26 75

16-20 112 1127 | 83 322

21-25 94 83 76 253

26-30 68 53 35 156

31-35 31 32 22 85

36-40 25 18 12 55

40 + 46 44 26 116

Unknown | 620 634 | 424 1678

SOURCE: CUDL. Siatistical Assessment, year 1, No, 2 (August 1980).
4. ASPECTS OF INTENTIONALITY

Certainly, a first argument that affirms that this systematic extermination is
intentional is its volume and the possibility to clearly identify at whom it is directed. Itis
difficult to suppose that 10,450 people located on one pole of the political spectrum were
killed without impunity and by chance.

10
Statements by Dr. José Ehrlich, Diario El Mundo, November 14, 1980, p.4
39
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The only political instrument responsible for overseeing faithful compliance with the intent of the
proclamation of the Armed Forces — the Permanent Committee of the Armed Forces — ends up being
neutralized when almost all of its original members are replaced. Within the Armed Forces, the most
reactionary faction maintains parallel command over which it has no control and whose decisions seem to
be opposed even to the military decisions of the Junta which emanate from the same Junta. This faction, in
alliance with some Junta members, maintains a constant threat of coup d’etat. Furthermore, it appears to
control the activities of the paramilitary groups.™

In tegal terms, the Constitutional Statute is decreed, which ratifies the Political Constitution of
1962 as the legal basis of the State of Law, always and when the concepts of said constitution are not
opposed nor in contradiction to the legal dispositions necessary to implement the “reforms”™ contemplated
in this political project.

During the time, recognition is maintained, though in a decreasing manner, of the legitimacy of
people’s political organizations, as well as a position of openness to dialogue with them. The media as a
whole remains open to publish and issue their opinions, although in the capacity of “paid political
advertisements.” The Christian Democratic party maintains an apparent rejection of private companies, a
rejection which is shared — publicly, at least — by the North American embassy. The CDP publicly declares
its will to withdraw from the government if levels of repression do not decrease and if investigations
pertaining to reducing responsibilities in cases of public abuse are not carried out.

At the end of that time, appearances start to fade away. Monsignor Romero wams of the excesses
that the forces of public order is committing and reveals the project’s intentionality. The resignation of
Héctor Dada Hirezi confirms this intentionality. His transfer by the Junta Government permits the advance
toward a new phase in the extermination plan,

b) Second phase: The mask of the reformer — Three days after having published Dada Hirezi’s
resignation, Agrarian Reform, Nationalization of Banking and State of Siege are decreed throughout the
national territory. We consider this date the beginning of the second phase, a period which extends to May
1%, the date upon which Colonel Amoldo Majano orders the capture of Major Roberto D’ Abuisson,
spokesperson and apparent leader of the Broad Nationalist Front.

The State of Siege’s only program favors and permits a hitherto unknown repressive capacity by
the regime. In the month of March alone, there were almost as many people killed as there were in the two
previous months. Among those assassinated is Monsignor Romero, who before his death denounced the
magnitude of the repression and announced the intent of extermination hiding behind the reforms and
wams of the United States intervention in the country. We cite the following public information by way of
example: it is known that the Demo-Christian Military Junta has requested “non-lethal military equipment”
valued at U.S. $5.7 million dollars from the Carter Administration; it is known that Mr. Roy Prosterman,
agrarian reform advisor to the regime in South Vietnam, is providing consulting services to Salvadorian
agrarian reform, and has come to the country with a team of technicians from the organization AIFLD to
assist with agrarian reform, with known connections to the CJA.

In addition to the legal instruments mentioned at the beginning of this section, Armed Forces issue
the Disarmament or Gun Control Decree. Under its pretext to disarm the population in order to carry out
the pacification of the country, the roadblocks and raids have multiplied int urban centers in order to
registrar vehicles, persons and addresses.

u This is how it is stated in Héctor Dada Hirezi’s resignation letter, and the subsequent resignations from the party by a
significant numbers of its more progressive members (sex ECA, Year XXXV, No. 377/378 [March/April 1980): 376 and subseq.)
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New repressive modalities have emerged. Everyday, numerous mutilated, tortured corpses turn up
along the highways of the country, in the capital, in the rivers throughout the country. Persons are
captured and then disappear for political reasons. Their remains appear a few days later, obviously the
result of physical violence. The Death Squad, operating out of Santa Ana, has turned up in San Salvador,
and then has moved on to San Miguel and is now throughout the republic. The people who for some reason
survive are finished off in health centers where they recuperate, and a campaign to eliminate medical staff,
medical support staff and health employees in general has been initiated.

At the political level, the State of Siege carries out press censorship and as a result, the ideological
battle which managed to get out in the “paid political advertisements™ in the media has disappeared. At the
end of that period, the only dissident voices remaining are YSAX (radio station of the Archbishopric), the
newspaper The Chronicle and the newspaper The Independent. The Armed Forces Press Committee
(AFPC) has emerged which from this moment on shall be dedicated to officially providing misinformation
and distorting the news about the real situation in the country.

In view of the events occurring in the Cathedral for Monsignor Romero’s funeral, the national
radio stations are placed on a leash. The regime was pressured to blame to opposition, an accusation which
the North American Embassy echoes. The North American ambassador seems to have more direct
involvement in governmental workings and the project’s direction all the time.

Even within the project, the isolation and elimination of possible opposition continues. Three of
Colonel Majano’s main advisors died in a mysterious flying accident; a campaign is carried out accusing
Colonel Majano of being a member of the Communist Party and there is an attempt on the life of Captain
Mena Sandoval, one of the leaders of the October coup and Colonel Majano’s right hand man.

The period concludes with the order to capture Major Roberto D’ Abuisson, which Colonel
Majano issues. It's a desperate attempt that, more than a concrete action to control the exterinination, will
demonstrate the genuine lack of power that the progressive segments of the Armed Forces have to impede
the genocide. D"Abuisson’s capture will set the stage for a confrontation of powers within the Junta
Government and the Armed Forces, and as the beginning of the following phase.

c Third phase: The mask slips — This moment encompasses the period in which Colonel Jaime
Abdul Gutiérrez is named Administrator of the Armed Forces (at the beginning of May) until the military
intervention of the National University (June 16). This moment is, without a doubt, the unmasking of all
the real intentions hidden behind supposed reforms which had been decreed and the declaration of fact
regarding the extermination of the Salvadoran people. During the 60 days encompassed by the period,
more than 2,500 Salvadorians are assassinated, tortured and massacred.

The massacres are massive, and are dependent on the cooperation of the Guatemalan and
Honduran armies for their execution, with support from the Salvadoran Armed Forces. The paramilitary
groups seem to have been unified under one command and have now been brought together under the name
of the Secret Salvadoran Army (SSA) which does not keep them from proliferating new execution squads.
In accordance with an internal document from the U.S. State Department, the new efficiency and unity of
these groups is achieved with direct participation from North American advisors who not cnly seek out a
single command for the Salvadoran groups, but also pursue better coordination and unity with Guatemalan
and Honduran paramilitary groups.'

In qualitative terms, the terror appears to be of a distinct character from the period. The levels of
cruelty evidenced in the cases of people who have

13 ESCAT/F/D, Department of State. “Dissent Paper on E! Salvador and Central America™ (mimeograph), November 6,

1980.
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disappeared and then have tumned up, tortured and murdered, surpasses every kind of terrorism detailed in
the previous moments. The corpses show up with slit throats, flayed, decapitated, dismembered. The
heads of those decapitated are found hanging from trees or impaled on spikes.

The action by the paramilitary squads has been completed by massive operations in the northern
and central-eastern regions of the country, where women and children were massacred while attempting to
flee the national territory, seeking refuge in neighboring Honduras. In the urban centers, the Armed Forces
initiates a merciless campaign of repression upon the educational field, health care workers and the Church.
The raids on educational institutions proliferate, the armed harassments of the country’s two main
universities occur with greater frequency, the raids on convents, Catholic schools and health care centers
and Church refugees multiply. 21 teachers are murdered during the month of May alone.

In the face of the opposition organization’s advance, the regime threatens to impose a State of
Emergency. Reforms are made to the Penal Code, in which the peaceful takeover of public institutions is
punishable as a crime of subversion. Mass communication media is used to justify and legitimize future
acts of repression.'®

The nomination of Colonel Gutiérrez as Administrator of the Armed Forces seems to coincide
with this increase in repression. A few days after the nomination, Major D’ Abuisson is freed. The massive
operations in Trifinio, Sumpul and San Vicente are carried out after his return from Guatemala, where he
held talks with his Guatemalan counterparts. At the end of that period, there are public statements about
talks and arrangements with parts of the Private Sector.

Faced with the fullest expression of an organized opposition — the strike by the Revolutionary
Coordinator of the Masses on June 24 and 25 — the Armed Forces responds with even greater vehemence
than before: it enters the National University and militarizes it, in additional to launching a cleanup
operation on union leadership which will be expressed in full during the following period:

d) Fourth phase: The trend toward fascism — In view of the success of the strike summoned by the
CRM, the extermination project enters a new phase. At the legal level, the regime issues Decree 296 which
sanctions the right to organize and to strike by public employees, and Decree 43 by which autonomous and
semi-autonomous organizations considered strategic shall be militarized: the Autonomous Port Executive
Commission (APEC), which controls the air and seaports; National Association of Aqueducts and Sewers
(NAAS), which controls water services; the Lempa River Hydroelectric Executive Commission (ECL),
whijch controls electric services; and the National Telecommunications Association (NATEL) which
controls telephones and international communications in general. The period which this moment includes
begins with the issuance of Decree 296 and terminates with the issuance of Decree 43.

As in the better times of German fascism, the regime attacks all forms of mass media which are
opposed to it and denounce the practice of genocide. In the first days of July, the newspaper The
Independent is the victim of three attacks, an explosive charge is set at the “José Simedn Cafias” Central
American University, the International News Agency API is raided and the editor and a photographer for
the newspaper The Chronicle are kidnapped, the corpses of whom are found days later, showing terrible
signs of torture. )

If that wasn’t enough, once the dissident media is silenced, a smear campaign begins. The Armed
Forces supplies a telephone to anyone who calls to report “suspicious activities,” without needing to
identify oneself nor verify the suspicions with further details.

16 . ; . .
<" Such is the case with Mr. Julian Jgnacio Otero’s capture by the National Guard. Afier publishing Mr. Otero’s
accusations, it proceeded to take action, militarily or paramilitarily, against all the persons or istitutions that had been mentioned,
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Under the pretext of having received such reports, the Armed Forces continues with its string of searches of
educational centers and of Church institutions which in some way are related to the denunciation of violation by the
Archbishopric, which is the object of a raid that seeks to eliminate evidence that links the “distinguished™ National .
Guard with pararnilitary bands.

The acts of terrorism by the paramilitary groups are carried out now with complete impunity. Most union
locations are the object of terrorist attacks or raided by forces of public order. Massive operations in the rural areas
continue, and the reports of the use of artiilery helicopters, as well as heavy artillery in carrying out same, are occurring
with great frequency. With the Armed Forces’ consent, civilian guards begin to form, which are nothing more than
new execution squads. R

The militarization of the country and the city is complete, and reaches its fullest expression during the strike
that takes places on August 13, 14, and 15. Even though during the month of August, the number of assassinations
registers a decline (possibly due to the presence of foreign correspondents due to the anthouncement of the strike), it
stays above 700, which averages out to almost 25 murders per day.

The participation of the United States in managing the design is maore obvious all the time. In terms of the
campaign through the mass media, the Internal Document of the State Department confirms that at least 12
governmental agencies and many other non-governmental organizations are involved in the following activities in El
Salvador:

- “Projecting a moderate, reformist image of the present government.

- Projecting an image in which the United States supports extensive yet moderate reforms in the region as a
means to contain extremist and Communist expansion.

- Establishing connections between opposition guerrilla groups in Guatemala and El Salvador with Cuba.
- Carrying out actions intended to discredit centrist opposition voices as hard line puppets.

- Maintaining careful monitoring of the coverage that the Salvadorian situation has within the United States so
that the opposition does not get Nicaragua-style publicity...™’

In the midst of constant affirmations that the opposition has been beaten and that the only thing it has left as
an oul is terrorism, the militarization of multiple workplaces and autonomous and semi-autonomous organizations is
ordered. The design needs new adjustments.

e) Fifth phase: Total extermination — The militarization of workplaces, which takes place at the end of
August, serves as the beginning of the end of isolating the few progressive strongholds which still remain within the
Armed Forces. The period that this fifth phase covers spans the Junta crisis caused by the Military Order of September
1% until the end of October.

The modest drop in political assassinations during this period signals its inexorable climb. The Armed
Forces publicly announces that it is using the Air Force in counter-insurgency operations. The denunciations of
indiscriminate bombings, both by air as well as heavy artillery, the utilization of artillery helicopters and the use of
armored vehicles proliferates. “Definitive military actions™ are unleashed in places where guerrilla bases are located.
Such was the case in the Morazén campaign in the northeast of the country, where 5,000 army troops are engaged.
Various international organizations have denounced the deaths of at least 3,000 civilians in said operation.'?

Y ESCATF/D. ep.cit.,, pp. 8 and subs.

'* As confirmed in a cable from the DPA press agency. The interndional organizations that denounce the massacre are
“MEDICAL AID INTERNATIONAL" and “CHILDREN'S AID INTERNATIONAL."
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The paramilitary groups continue their inexorable job of terrorizing the population and eliminating
base members as well as people’s movement leaders. Massive Death Squad executions re-appear and an
attempt is even made on the life of Colonél Majano, whose isolation within the Junta is already evident
after civil Junta members ratify the September military order by which Colonel Majano’s trusted officers in
command were ousted. That same individual states that the attempt on his life comes from “very high up
and very inside.” The big capital, regrouped in a new front made up of old, known assocations, takes a
more aggressive position and draws a line to the government. The suggestions that it launches in regard to
the solutions that the country needs are retaken by the Junta Government, which announces them as grand
conciliatory measures for the anniversary of the October coup.

Space for political opposition closes in all the time. The enclosure and information gag is such
that the Revolutionary Democratic Front carries out actions as a matter of course to call the attention of the
public and that of international organizations which have kept silent, without intervening, in the face of
North American government pressure. Not even the assassination of two members of the El Salvador
Human Rights Commission incites these organizations to respond.

At the close of this phase, it remains clear that responsibility for the design belongs to the United
States, in terms of concept as well as the technical and political support to carry it out. The Salvadoran
armed forces and their paramilitary groups are responsible for executing it; the Salvadorian Christian
~democracy and its main leaders, Napoledn Duarte and José Antonio Morales Ehrlich, for legitimizing and
justifying it. )

4.2 Legitimizarion and justification

A project of this magnitude and nature duly requires legitimacy and justification. While the
legitimacy for it is in the supposed reform program, the economic recovery plan, the pacification program,
the calls for dialogues and free elections and the unconditional support of foreign regimes (particularly the
United States, Costa Rica and Venezuela), the justification comes as a result of a denaturalization in terms
of the way in which the regime defines political opposition. The latter is supported by the former and in
turn, the former conditions the redefinitions that the regime will make of the opposition.

a) Legitimization — One need not look far to show that the supposed reforms that the regime has
attempted are its way of legitimizing itself. Perhaps it merits a short pause to demon that the only thing that
the reforms are after is just that — to legitimize itself — and that it does not necessarily have any intention of
carry them out in any depth.

It is sufficient for us in such regard to make reference to a few paragraphs from the Internal
Document from State Department of the United States which we have mentioned previously. From a
partial list made of the activities in which several United States governmental and non-governmental
organizations have been involved, the following is referenced:

“Expanding the flow of resources and reinforcing the agrarian reform program administration in
order to reduce its impact upon the traditional elites and increase the population’s short term benefits...”"”

And it states in the appraisals that the same document makes in regard to the situation in El
Salvador:

“The Junta Government and the armed forces have failed in their attempt to obtain a base of social
support for its reforms and its counter-insurgency programs.

The land redistribution eﬂ'oﬁ has failed to neutralize the 45
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rural agricultural population and has not had success in isolating the guerrilla forces...” 2

A second aspect of the legitimization refers to the possibility of the regime not being intentionally isolated. As such,
the United States has been instrumental. The same document to which we have referred cites the following out of the
many activities intended to “improve and protect the international prestige and legitimacy of the regime:”

“Promoting the recruitment of moderate, reformist Salvadorian staff for diplomatic representation.
Providing logistical support and training through United States embassies and missions.

Actively promoting a growing diplomatic support on part of sympathetic Lalin American regimes and other allied
governments.

Dissuading any resolution and other diplomatic resolutions that are critical of the current government or that many
contribute to legitimizing opposition forces.

Creating conditions favorable for other countries to intervene in support of United States initiatives in the core of the
OAS and the United Nations, in all that relates to the Salvadorian situation...” *!

It concludes, however, that:

“Neither the armed forces nor the government has been able to demonstrate their will or capacity to avoid the
indiscriminate repression of the civil population, thus contributing to the rapid deterioration of its image within the
population and abroad.”

b) Justification — If the United States has brought the legitimizing aspect to the outside, and the Junta’s farce of reforms
to the inside, the justification for the design of extermination fundamentally has been in the hands of Salvadorian
Christian democracy through the definition of political opposition, more and more denaturalized ali the time, by means
of the ideological discourse and its representations via mass media.

We would like to point out here that each one of the phases that we have mentioned in the design of extermination
conveys a definition of political oppesition which has been clearly delineated in the period that preceded it. The
emerging definition also provides warnings about the legal and political instruments as well as those of execution that
will be utilized in the following phase.

. THE TRANSITION

During the first phase, the discourse by the Junta and the Democratic Christian leadership recognizes, de jure, that there
is political opposition with whom it may have a dialogue.

This eppositien is the only political party which still has not declared itself a member of the Revolutionary Coordinator
of the Masses: The National Revolutionary Movement (NRM), with which it even tries to form a government. Itisa
period in which the old official party — the National Conciliation Party (NCP) - is trying to change its image and does
not present any opposition in such regard. However, in its pluralist appearance, the Junta tolerates paid political
advertisements and the development of a vigorous ideological campaign via the mass media.

T.he.people's organizations are considered existing groups with whom they shou/d have a dialogue, and are perfectly
distinct amongst themselves and the politico-military groups. On the left side of the political spectrum, these groups re-

™ Ibid., p. 8.
B rbid, p. 7.
2 bid., p. 9.
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present the “ultra-left” which is opposed by the “ultra-right” represented by the FAN and the paramilitary
groups. This ultra-right is indirectly associated with the great capital and its known trade associations
(ANEP, ASI, Cotton Growers® Cooperative, etc.). In spite of the fact that all these groups represent the
“opposition,” the CDP as such gives off the appearance of considering the extreme right more as
“opposition to combat.” That’s what two paid political advertisements that the Party publishes in January
seem to suggest: one refers to the assassinations of several Chinamequita party members, and the other, to
its position in view of the January 22 massacre.

As the progressive sector of the Party gives up, blaming the leadership sector for the massacres to
which the people have been subjected, the definition of opposition tends to shiff toward the left of the
political spectrum.

* THE MASK OF THE REFORMER

During the second phase, political opposition defines the regime as “the extremes.” It’s interesting
to note that since this period, the people’s organizations have gone on to comprise part of the ultra-left, or
in other words, that politico-military and people’s organizations have formed a group at one extreme. The
extreme right continues to define itself as the largest main group, which the government is fighting through
its reforms.

However, the official discourse maintains that in view of the violence generated by the extreme
left, there is no other alternative than to respond to it with force. The violence of the ultra-lefl is attributed
to the reforms that, as they are being implemented, are taking away its symbols. The left begins to be
characterized as “disrespectful” to the same population it is said to be fighting for. The accusations that the
Government Junta and the North American Embassy make about the Revolutionary Coordinator of the
Masses causing the Cathedral massacre during Monsignor Romero’s burial is an irrefutable display of this
emerging characterization. As the extreme left is characterized as generating violence, the extreme right
seems to figure less as the opposition to the regime, although always as an agent of violence. The
tremendous loss of life occurring during this period is attributed to the fratricidal conflict that the extreme
have maintained. The regime defines itself as the mediator of the conflict.

* THE MASK FALLS

The form in which the left defines itself during the second phase gives cause for it to be
characterized as subversive in the third. The emergence of the Revolutionary Democratic Front, which
includes old members of Christian democracy, obliges momentary consideration of an extreme left (RDF)
and an ultra left (politico-military organizations) again. The operations that the regime launches in the
north and center of the country necessitate the mention of subversion again. The language of the Christian
democrat ideologues takes on the same tonalities as that of the “naticnal security” ideologues from the
times of General Romero.

The new levels of repression that the design contemplates, nonetheless, require an intensive
campaign in regard to foreign intervention (above all, from Cuba and Nicaragua) in support of the
subversion. This will guarantee the possibility of a North American “rescue,” as well as a new
characterization in the fourth phase. The events resulting from the June strike called for by the CRM give
rise to the new formulation.

* THE TREND TOWARD FASCISM

In so far as the Junta defines itself as “revolutionary™ because it carries out “reforms,” those
groups, whose demonstrations

¥ See “Documentation,” in £CA, Year XXXV, No. 377/376 (March/April 1980): 374-379 and 396 and ss. 47
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of protest obstruct economic activity, should be defined as “counterrevolutionary.” The extreme left will
then become “subversive and counterrevolutionary.”

In view of the success achieved during the June strike by the Coordinator, the Junta initiates a
campaign via the mass media to misinform both national as well as intemnationa! public epinion. The
disinformation campaign includes the total blockade of the extermination campaigns that are being carried
out; the disappearance of news reported in the mass media regarding the political assassinations that the
public forces and paramilitary groups are committing; the publicity for the “subversive acts,” attributing
responsibility for the same crimes that the regime commits to the politico-military organizations, and
launching a campaign intended to create confidence in the “economic recovery process.”

During this phase, the identification of Democracy and the Armed Forces is complete. Drs.
Napoledén Duarte and Morales Ehrlich become the spokesmen for the “national security” discourse.

The publicity campaign which is made ready for the failed strike by the Revolutionary Democratic
Front in July sets the stage to declare the August strike a “failure” of the left and along with the image of a
unsuccessful left, a new definition of the opposition.

* TOTAL EXTERMINATICON

Dr. Duarte’s smug assessment after the August strike characterizes the left as “unsuccessful” and
even a failure with two possible options: submit to the Junta’s project or terrorism. During the fifth phase,
and in view of the obvious refusal by a left which incorporates more and more moderate sectors all the
time, the Junta and the Party characterize the left as ferrorist and, as the contradictions within the regime
become more apparent, as criminal. If it fights “anti-revolutionary subversives” within the traditional
outlines of the national security doctrine, it exterminates “terrorists and criminals.” The regime announces
and launches “definitive” military campaigns, such as those in Morazén, and Dr. Morales Ehrlich
announces on national television and radio that any individual involved in terrorist activities associated
with the Revolutionary Democratic Front will suffer full legal consequences.

It is interesting to note that since this phase the RDF has been included among the “terrorists.”
What’s more, as a result of mass social media, all actions by the Unified Revolutionary Directorate (URD-
PMO have been attributed to the RDF, making it appear as it if were “terrorism’s brain.”

At the conclusion of the fourth phase, the CDP and its civil representatives in the Junta have
spoken about possible elections. The representative associations of the nucleus have again taken a visible
initiative in regard to possible solutions to the national conflict, solutions that the Junta has adopted as its
own and has announced them during the first anniversary celebrations of the October coup. At the
conclusion of this phase, private enterprise’s discontent is manifest and the attempts to physically eliminate
Colonel Majano hint at new escalations of repression, as well as new methods of defining the political
opposition.

We note for the record that “political opposition” is our term. In spite of the increase in
massacres, the constant military operations, the assassinations, the dead bodies found daily on the highways

and slums of the country, the regime affirms that the left has been beaten and that the people in the
opposition “are a minority of terrorists and commeon criminals.”

5. BY WAY OF CONCLUSION
With the understanding that genocide is systematic extermination executed by a government upon
a population group for ethnic, racial or ideological reasons, we come to the conclusion that the current

Salvadorian regime is implementing genocidal practices.
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It’s genocide in that it deals with a systematic and intentional extermination of a segment of the
population. Quantitatively, more than 10,000 deaths attributed to the regime in less than 10
months, besides the whole range of humiliations and violations of the Salvadoran population’s
human rights which the regime has caused, as well as the growing tendency of said
assassinations, which cannot otherwise be qualified as extermination.

The systematic persecution of the opposition, by murdering the leaders and members of the union
movement, leaders and members of the rural agricultural movement, leaders and members of the
democratic sectors, as well as all of that portion of the civil population suspected of having the
slightest sympathy for the people’s movement, qualifies this extermination as systematic and
indicates its intentionality.

By contrast, the fact that the regime has not taken any measures at all against other segments of
the population serves to place further limits on the group that is being systematically exterminated
and to define its character with greater clarity as that of the “opposition.” At the same time, it
serves to send a signal to the participating segments and accomplices of the genocide.

Last of all, we find its intentionality in the instruments that the same regime has created to
increase efficiency in extermination, as well as political practices that contribute to the task. The
acts of completely misinforming the population by placing a gag on the media and relentlessly
persecuting any voice that has tones of dissidence merit special mention in this section, as well
the growing tendency to militarize all aspects of civilian life.

If there was the slightest doubt remaining, some of the documents which we have cited show that
the policy of extermination has been perfectly devised and permit establishing responsibilities for
the case. Under the pretext of protecting the western world against the advance of Communism
and extremism, the United States of America blatantly intervenes, providing impetus and advice
for the design. The Salvadoran Armed Forces and the paramilitary groups under its control are
the main executors of the extermination. There is not enough room here for distinctions in regard
to the different tendencies that might be detected within those Armed Forces. The institution, as
such, is intended for a project. Individual intentions cannot go against the dynamic structure that
the project demands and has put in motion. It’s not unreasonable to conclude that, given the
dynamic of the process, some of the soldiers who disagree with the fundamental direction and
with the intentionality that extermination has impressed on them will at some point become
victims of that same extermination.

In conclusion, responsibility goes to the Christian Democratic Party and its members in the Junta
for being accomplices of the United States and to the Armed Forces for their capacity as justifiers
and authenticators of the genocide project. Christian democracy has offered its prestige (if that is
what is has) and its political skill for preparing the ideological discourse that justifies and
legitimizes the massacre. Propaganda which conceals the project’s intentions has been designed.
in the last instance, it has been offered in disguise in order to massacre the Salvadoran people.

For much less than everything that has been indicated, the OAS was on the point of condemning
and sanctioning General Romero’s regime. If at any time, energetic intervention by the
international community has been required, El Salvador at the end of 1980 demands the league of
nation’s most decisive intervention to put a stop to this genocide.

San Salvador, November 18, 1980
R 5002
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RIGHT TO EXERCISE
LEGITIMATE DEFENSE:
POPULAR INSURRECTION
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RIGHT TO EXERCISE LEGITIMATE DEFENSE: POPULAR INSURRECTION

FAITHFUL TO THE TRUTH AND JUSTICE CONTAINED IN THE GOSPEL,
FAITHFUL TO THE MEMORY OF MONSIGNOR OSCAR ARNULFO
ROMERQO WHO ENTRUSTED TO US HIS UNCONDITIONAL SERVICE TO
THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE POOR AND OPPRESSED IN EL
SALVADOR, LEGAL AID OF THE ARCHBISHOPRIC CONSIDERS IT
NECESSARY TO PUT FORTH ITS POINT OF VIEW REGARDING THE
IMPOSITION OF JOSE NAPOLEON DUARTE AND JAIME ABDUL
GUTIERREZ AS PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT “NOMINATED” IN
EL SALVADOR.

LEGAL AID OF THE ARCHBISHOPRIC, to the Christians of El Salvador, of the
American continent and of the world, to the Democratic Governments, to the
governmental and non-governmental human rights institutions, to the men of Good IVill:

1.

1.1

1.2

BACKGROUND

As a result of the MILITARY COUP D’ETAT occurring on October 15, 1979 in
El Salvador, which ousted General Carlos Romero, on the 22" of the same
month, LEGAL AID, accompanied by Monsignor Oscar Romero, declared: “In
order for this Junta Government to obtain credibility, it has to provide an
explanation for that very delicate point about political prisoners who have
disappeared in previous regimes, indemnify the families of the victims, punish the
soldiers who are guilty of these horrendous crimes. On that occasion, Monsignor
Romero added prophetically: “The Church does not have to give its approval to
the Government. The Church of our Archdiocese is with the people, which is
what we have shown. If the people support the Government, it is our duty to go
along with the people.”

LEGAL AID cannot disappoint so many family members of prisoners and
persons who have disappeared for political reasons.

In three months, the Junta Government showed its repressive character. The
repression assassinated 370 people and never provided any explanation in regard
to the whereabouts of 213 political prisoners who disappeared.

All the civilian members of the Government resigned en masse in December of
this year so as not to cover up the repression of the people with its presence.

On March 20, 1980, the National University, the Catholic University, the
Independent Movement of Technicians and Professionals of El Salvador and
Legal Aid declared in a document titled: “IN VIEW OF THE REPRESSIVE
ESCALATION ‘
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SUFFERED BY THE SALVADORAN PEQPLE: STOP THE REPRESSION:” “._.in the
beginning of 1980, when Christian Democracy was the only support for a project that
promised ‘deep reforms’ to the economy, but which entailed the annihilation of people’s
organizations, arbitrarily branded as extremist and subversive. The Christian Democratic
Party would carry out the political management of the reforms, while the Armed Forces
would take responsibility for militarily crushing the people’s groups. The new project
would be promoted and backed by Venezuela and above all, by the United States.” From
January 1 until the present time, seven hundred persons have been assassinated.

Later on, the document added: “As a result, it is necessary to point out the set of
repressive actions represents a new project, a project of repression with reforms, in which
repression has greater importance than the reforms. This is where the Christian
Democratic Party’s serious responsibility appears, as well as that of the United States,
Venezuela and other countries. Behind the fagade of the structural reforms, which have
been severely hindered, the people are in fact being massacred at a rate and with a cruelty
never before attained even the worst times of Colonel Molina and General Romero.” The
document went on to add: “...some of the most valuable people in the Christian
Democratic Party have found themselves forced in all conscience to not only abandon
their posts in the official apparatus, but also to take leave of the Party. Such was the case
of eight prominent Party executives. The presence of Christian Democracy, more
apparent than real, in power, as those resigning will attest, is in fact sheltering the
barbaric, systematic and permanent violation of human rights, especially the right to life.
The world should know that. Behind the mask of a democratic project, it is leading
toward the holocaust of its finest children. This political project is connected to the
strategic, economic and political interests of the United States...” WE STATED THIS
ON MARCH 20, 1980!

1.3. On November 27, 1980, security corps of the Salvadoran Army protecting civil officers
captured six high leaders in our building from the REVOLUTIONARY DEMOCRATIC
FRONT of El Salvador, the biggest opposition force generated in the political history of
the country, and tortured and killed them. On November 28, the Catholic priest
MARCIAL SERRANO is captured by the National Guard. His corpse is still at the
bottom of Lake llopango. Another priest, ERNESTO ABREGO, is captured on
November 23 and is still missing. Four Christian women from the United States, the
nuns ITA FORD, MAURA CLARKE, DOROTHY KAZELM and the lay missionary
JEAN DONOVAN are savagely murdered on December 3. Even the North American
government, which has supported the Salvadoran regime in both argument and finances,
indicated that members of security corps participated in these crimes. The Archbishopric
of San Salvador categorically held the governing Junta, an entity which Napoleon Duarte
and Abdul Gutiérrez are part of, responsible.

Since January 1, 1980, when the Salvadoran army and some civilian opportunists from
Christian Democracy, including Napole6én Duarte, made an agreement on the blood of the
Salvadoran people, at least TEN THOUSAND Salvadorans have been killed by the
Armed Forces in the worst blood bath that the history of El Salvador has recorded since
1932.

Even some members within Christian Democracy who opposed sponsoring this bloody
project — like Dr. Mario Zamora Rivas, national executive of the Party -- were eliminated
by their companions with the help of the Anned Forces. Social-Christian mayors were
murdered this year for denouncing this regime’s atrocities.
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The Salvadoran Army and its main allies — both the oligarchy as well as the United States
government — and persons like Napoleon Duarte could not bear the prophetic voice of Monsignor
Oscar Romero, for which he was calculatedly eliminated. “The light shone on the darkness, and
the darkness couldn’t bear it.”

The repression in El Salvador which is now wider, deeper and crueler than any other period in
history, with its thousands of victims, is the criterion of truth, the fundamentat political act beyond
the shadow of a doubt that betrays the true nature of the current regime, headed by Duarte and
Gutiérrez, and the scope of its purposes.

2. IMPOSITION OF NAPOLEON DUARTE AND ABDUL GUTIERREZ

In this socio-political context, when the biggest popular democratic opposition in the history of El
Salvador rises to maturity, the Salvadoran regime observes its most serious state of decomposition.

All the propaganda internationally deployed by the Military Junta and the State Depariment of the
United States; the so-called “peace treaty” between El Salvador and Honduras, have been a farce which has
accompanied the reign of terror in El Salvador.

It has been incredible, even in comparison with previous regimes, how information has been
manipulated so that things seem to say the opposite of what they mean. The forces of evil, national and
international, interested in prolonging the reign of terror, interested in prolonging the people’s martyrdom,
indubitably powerful, have had to withdraw before a popular democratic option based in El Salvador and
dealt with every kind of injury at the international level. )

In this context, the decimated Demochristian Party — with its individual characteristics from
Duarte— which does no less than stain international social Christian principles with blood, and an Army
known throughout the world for its criminal actions — even worse than the Somoza Guard — decides to
impose two people who are committed to repression. THIS IMPOSITION 1S INTENDED TO DEEPEN
REPRESSIVE POLICY AS THE LAST RESOURCE OF THE DESPERATE DICTATORSHIP FACED
WITH THE IMMINENT TRIUMPH OF THE SALVADORAN PEOPLE.

AS SUCH, LEGAL AID OF THE ARCHBISHOPRIC HAS A MORAL OBLIGATION TO
DECLARE: .

2.1 That at the international level, after the resolution issued by the UNITED NATIONS
ORGANIZATION which condemned the “serious human rights violations,” it is revealed that the
Salvadoran conflict has never been caused by a supposed war “between political extremes” — the
only thing that fits into the intelligence from the State Department of the United States. There has
been the immediate consequence of the war triggered by the Salvadoran military dictatorship, its
national and international allies, accompanied by eight members who remain in an anti-popular
party of single characteristics;

2.2, That THERE 1S NO NEW GOVERNMENT with the imposition of Napoleén Duarte and Abdul
Gutiérrez in the Presidency and Vice-presidency of the Republic.

The military structures remain intact and with the displacement of Colonel Amoldo Majano and of
progressive military, the repression of the Salvadoran people and of the Church wiil extend to
unimaginable limits. Those who have directed all the repressive policies to date HAVE
COMPLETELY HEGEMONIZED THE POWER;

2.3. That with the “Military Junta” scheme, the possibilities for dialogue were reduced to a minimum;
it seems incredible to us at this time to call for dialogue with the opposition when the obstacles

that impede such dialogue have not been eliminated: 55
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a) THERE HAS BEEN NO EXPLANATION GIVEN for the case of persons captured for
political reasons who then disappeared due to the regime. What's more, during this year, the
figures for persons who have disappeared during the last fourteen years in the regimes of Sanchez,
Molina and Romero have nearly doubled from 213. Since January 1, 380 persons have been
captured and made to disappear by the Junta;

b) THERE HAVE BEEN NO TRIALS of the military responsible for the repression
(assassinations, disappearances, torture, military invasions, disrespect to the neutrality of places
of refuge and hospitals). Some military personnel cited as responsible for Monsignor OSCAR
ROMERO’s murder have even been freed (as was the case with Major Roberto D’ Aubuisson).
Others hold offices and are advisors of the Military Junta. Let us recall Monsignor Romero’s
prophetic words when he publicly demanded that Colonel José Guillermo Garcia resign from his
post due to his responsibility in the repressive actions;

c} THERE HAS BEEN NO INVESTIGATION of the acts of persecution against the
Church. Six priests assassinated, four nuns. The Armed Forces is responsible for most of these
acts; military of other nationalities have intervened, '

24 That in the current regime headed by Napoleén Duarte and Abdul Gutiérrez DOES NOT
REPRESENT ANY SECTOR OF THE SALVADORAN PEOPLE. When Duarte affirms to have
arrived at the Presidency “by mandate of the Army and his Party,” he is admitting that there isno
social basis of popular support. He definitively admits he can only continue because of the
strength of weapons, since what is called “his party” only has eight people in it (Napoledn Duarte,
Antonio Morales Ehrlich, Fidel Chavez Mena, Ovidio Hernandez, Adolfo Rey Prendes, Julio
Samayoa, David Trejos and Roberto Viera);

2.5 That the first of the fundamental right is the RIGHT TO LIFE. When this right is threatened,
when the victim is being massively trampled, he or she has the right to the supreme appeal of
legitimate defense. In this case, the Salvadoran people, savagely attacked this year, as was
officially recognized by the UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION, obtains the authority to fully
exercise its right to legitimate defense.

The Church, citing an instance that is “very exceptional due to evident, prolonged tyranny that
seriously threatens the fundamental rights of individuals and dangerously damages the counmry’s
common good,” mentions the LEGITIMACY OF AN INSURRECTION as supreme appeal of the
people’s defense. '

3. APPEAL TO THE WORLD’S DEMOCRATIC-CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS

LEGAL AID OF THE ARCHBISHOPRIC deems it appropriate to call upon all the Democratic-
Christian organizations of Europe and Latin America. The eight persons who currently make up Christian
Democracy are muddying the principles of Social Christianity and staining them with blood. This action
can only be explained by the majority opposition’s blind hatred or by an untrammeled desire for power.

Sooner or later, history will judge this group of demo-Christians and those Latin American
governments that have supported them for having given political respectability to the worst massacre, to the
cruelest repression, to the last genocide that contemporary history has seen on the Continent. These eight
individuals, famous for their complicity in the terror, do not influence anything in Government, but harbor
those who stain Salvadoran soil with blood.
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LEGAL AID OF THE ARCHBISHOPRIC of San Salvador appeals to the

Democratic Christian organizations of Europe and Latin America so that they do not end

up being persuaded by the remainder of a party distant from the Salvadoran people and
friendly to those that butcher that people. This remainder politically supports the military
that is responsible for the systematic massacre of the Salvadoran people.

For all the thousands of Christians who have been murdered in El Salvador, we
ask that your institutions to not recognize the current Government ideology in El
Salvador and to not offer it support.

4. APPEAL TO THE WORLD’S GOYERNMENTS

WE URGE governments to respect the resolution of the UNITED NATIONS
ORGANIZATION so that no weapons or any other type of military aid is supplied to the
Salvadoran Government.

We ask the Christian people of the United States for their guarantee that their
Government will not support any kind of aid, either military or economic, to those who
have been their protégés to date.

3. APPEAL TO THE WORLD’S CHRISTIANS AND PEOPLE OF GOOD
WILL

Finally, Legal Aid of the Archbishopric asks all Christians and people of good
will throughout the whole world TO UNITE IN SOLIDARITY for the just outcome of

the poor people of El Salvador.

A society that generates injustice and sin must be destroyed at its roots and the
hateful homicide that intends to perpetuate it must be confronted. When the moment of
victory arrives, we shall understand that the blood of so many Christians has been the
seed of liberty. We will be able to declare, in the words of our beloved Monsignor Oscar
Amulfo Romero: “I want to stay on the land with the people, fighting for freedom with
them. Icannot be happy and I do not want to rest while there are people (o set free.”

LEGAL AID OF THE ARCHBISHOPRIC
San Salvador, December 15, 1980
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PHOTOGRAPHIC PROOF
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[Photo]

From occupied Legal Aid, we are witnesses to the genocide perpetrated on our
Salvadoran people

R 5010

NYC Translation #101587 (Spanish) (b) (6) 55
56

001079



ARMY-SECURITY APPARATUS
PARAMILITARY ORGANIZATIONS
Professionals of death.

Children of death.

There will be black flawers on your grave.
Your eyes will never close,

But your gaze will remain empty.

God cannot forgive you.

You crucified your peopie.

You will be buried face down.

Your bodies will not rise from the dead.

R 5011

NYC Translation #101587 (Spanish) ( b) (6) 56
57

001080



[Photos]
[Seal: (illegible) CANAS UNIVERSITY, CIDAJ, El Salvador, S.A.]
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THOSE WHO DISAPPEARED
Like moss

A question sticks

In the hearts of men

In the decision of governments:

How,

In any place in the world,

Have they really not collaborated

With the junta genocide

On this long day of pain,
Imprisonment,
Torture,
Loss?

The disappeared ones is your name.
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ASSASSINATED |
And the lark sang.
And the jasmine
Was arrayed in its best enchantment
Nothing lost its shape and color:

The light took care of that.

It’s true:
Your death will not be for nothing.
If we partake of it,
With the goodness of free men
Sowers of life,
The rifle at the shoulder
And a childlike gaze full bf the infinite.

..your bodies will be resuscitated first.
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REFUGES
It’s better to not forget
Without bitterness.
But for the memory
To dominate every day of our lives forever.
The Military Junta,
In El Salvador,
Are the assassins,
The ones who destroyed,
The ones who condemned to fear,
The ones who filled with sadness.
Wretches!
Napoleon Duarte,
You are condemned to withstand the gaze of

A Salvadoran child at a refuge center who asked you why.
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LEGAL AID was founded in 1975 by a small group of Catholic attorneys in order to
represent El Salvador’s poor in Salvadoran Courts and Tribunals. In this Central American
country, 80 per cent of the population — we have five million inhabitants — lacks the economic
resources to feed itself and live. '

In 1977, MONSIGNOR OSCAR ARNULFO ROMERQO Y GALDAMEZ took over the
Archbishopric of San Salvador. In June of that year, LEGAL AID was officially as an
Organization of the Archbishopric entrusted with promoting the defense of Human Rights of the

Salvadorian people.

For three years, the valiant prophet, the Archbishop of San Salvador, denounced the
constant violations to fundamental human rights from his pulpit. He was “the voice for those
without a voice.”

No other military regime (Colonel Arturo A. Molina, General Carlos H. Romero, the
Goverment Military Junta) was able to destroy the authenticity of the prophet’s denunciation.
The cases presented every Sunday were previously submitted to a process of documentation and
legal verification at LEGAL AID. Therefore, LEGAL AID was considered the Entity that
cooperated closely with the church in defense of the poor, under the masterful direction of
MONSIGNOR ROMERQ. “The leading bishop made that defense.” Our main instigator attended
to the people’s sadness and hope. “The poor and oppressed and all those needed it, knew it, and
that’s why they went him with their needs as something evident. It was good he went to
denounce the injustices, to demand their rights, to mediate in land disputes, or to churches
surrounded by security forces to find those who had disappeared...they went to the archbishop for
all this, but not just as a friend in search of justice, but also as their defender, who must put all his
bishopric power in service of the defense of the poor and the oppressed.”

Along with Master MONSIGNOR OSCAR ROMERO, this reality had an impact on us,
and “far from separating us from our faith,” it put us in the world of the poor for their
unconditional defense, to encompass the poor people and provide impetus for all liberation
movements which truly lead to justice and peace for the majority.

For the exact reason of carrying on MONSIGNOR ROMERO’s legacy, LEGAL AID of
the ARCHBISHOPRIC was taken over by the Salvadorian Armed Forces on July fifth, 1980.

Since September 28, 1980, El Salvador National Police officers have tried to capture
LEGAL AID’s attorneys on thirty occasions.

This unconditional defense of the poor in a conflicted society has caused the Church to be
persecuted. “No priest has been persecuted, nor has any institution been attacked. The part of the
church that is on the side of the poor and has gone to its defense has been persecuted and
attacked.” '

This, in short, is the spirit of the LEGAL AID OF THE ARCHBISHOPRIC OF SAN
SALVADOR. “The defense of E! Salvador’s poor is not another thing for the poor’s destiny to
take on.”
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1écito salvadoreio, sus aliados principales —tanto la oligarquia
E;:::: ﬂ Eé{:bicmo de los Estados Unidos—, y personas como Napoleon
Duarte no soportaron 1a voz profética de monsenor Oscar Romero, por
lo que fue calculadamente eliminado.*La luz resplandecio en la tinieblas

las tinieblas no la soportaron™. , .

L represion en El Salvador que es ahora mas extensa, mas profunday
mas cruel que en ningun otroagenodo de su historia, es con sus miles
de victimas ¢l crniterio de verdad, el hecho politico fur_ld.amcntal que de-
lata sin sombra de duda la verdadera naturaleza del régimen actual, en-
cabezado por Duarte y Gutiérrez, y los alcances de sus propositos.

2. IMPOSICION DE NAPOLEON DUARTE Y ABDUL GUTIERREZ

En este contexto sociopolitico, cuando se alza_maduramente la mas
grande oposicién democratico popular en la historia de El Salvador, el régimen
salvadorefio observa su mis grave estado de descomposicion. .

Toda la propaganda desplegada internacionalmente por la Junta Militar y
¢l departamento de Estado de los Estados Unidos; el [lamado “tratado dcé:au '
entre El Sa]vador{ Honduras, han sido las falacias que han acompafado
reino del terror en El Salvador, : .

Ha sido increible, incluso en comparacién con regimenes anteriores co-
mo se ha manipulado la informacion rm que las cosas parezcan decir o con-
trario de lo que dicen. Las fuerzas del mal, nacionales ¢ internacionales, inte-
resadas en prolongar un reino de teror, interesadas en prolongar ¢l martirio de
un pucblo, poderasas indudablemente, han tenido que replegarse ante una op-
cion democratica popular asediada en El Salvador y tratada con todo tipo de
perjuicios a nivel internacional.

En_este contexto ¢l diezmado Partido Democristiano —con caracteristi-
cas unipersonales duartistas—, que no hace mas que manchar con sangre los
principios internacionales del social cristianismo, y un Ejército reconocido en
todo el mundo por sus acciones criminales —ain peores que la Guardia somo-
cista—, deciden imponer a dos personas comprometidas con la represion. ES-
TA IMPOSICION PRETENDE PROFUNDIZAR LA POLITICA REPRESIVA COMO
ULTIMO RECURSO DE UNA DICTADURA DESESPERADA ANTE EL INMINEN-
TE TRIUNFO DEL PUEBLO SALVADORERO.

POR ELLO EL SOCORRO JURIDICO DEL ARZOBISPADO ESTA EN LA

OBLIGACION MORAL DE MANIFESTAR:

2.1. Que a nivel internacional, después de la resolucion emitida por la ORGA.-
NIZACION DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS en la que condena las “graves vio-
laciones a los derechos humanos™, se revela que ¢l conflicto salvadoreiio
jamas ha sido originado por una supuesta guerra “cntre extremas politi-
cas” —lo que solo cabe en la inteligencia del departamento de Estado de
Estados Unidos—. Ha sido inmediata consecuencia de la guerra desatada
contra el pueblo por la dictadura militar salvadorefia. sus aliados naciona-
les e intemacionales, acompafiados por ocho miembros que quedan de
un Partido antipopular de caracteristicas unipersonales;

2.2, Que con la imposicion de Napoledn Duarte y Abdul Gutiérrez en [a Pre-

sidencia y Vicepresidencia de la Republica NO EXISTE NINGUN NUEVO
GOBIERNO.
Las estructuras militares permanecen_intactas y con el desplazamiento
del coronel Amoldo Majano, de militares progresistas, 1a represion en
contra del pueblo e Iglesia salvadoreia tenderi a legar a limites inimagi-
nables. Los que hasta estos momentos han dirigido toda la politica repre-
siva HEGEMONIZAN TOTALMENTE EL PODER;

2.3. Que con e] esquema de “Junta Militar” las posibilidades de diilogo es-
tuvieron n:duc_:g!zs al minmo; actualmente, nos parece increible se esté
llamando al diilogo con la oposicidn cuando no se han eliminado los
obstaculos que impidieron tal didlogo:
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a) NO SE HA ESCLARECIDO el caso de las personas capturadas porrazo-
nes politicas y posteriormente desaparecidas por el régimen. Es mais,
durante este aio se ha duplicado la cifra de 213 personas desapareci-
das en catorce aiios durante los regimenes de Sinchez, Molina y Ro-
mero. Desde el 12 de enero 380 personas han sido capturadas y desa-
parecidas por la Junta;

b} NO SE HA JUZGADO a los militares responsables de la represion (ase-
sinatos, desaparecimientos, torturas, invasiones militares, irrespeto 2
neutralidad de refugios y hospitales). Inclusive algunos militares sena-
lados como responsables del asesinato de monseiior OSCAR ROMERO
fueron liberados (caso del mayor Roberto D'Aubuisson). Otros ocu-
pan cargos y son asesores de la Junta Militar. Recordamos las profét-
cas palabras de monsefior Romero cuando le exigié publicamente al
coronel José Guillermo Garcia renunciara de su cargo por ser respon-
sable de acciones represivas;

¢) NO SE HAN INVESTIGADO todos los actos presecutorios &n contra de
1a Iglesia. -Seis sacerdotes asesinados, cuatro religiosas. En la mayor
parte de estos. actos 1a Fuerza Armada ha tenido responsabilidad; mili-
tares de otras nacionalidades han intervenido;

2.4. Que el régimen actual, encabezado por Napoledn Duaste y Abdul Gutié-
rrez NO REPRESENTAN A NINGUN SECTOR DEL PUEBLO SALVADORE-
RO. Al afirmar Duarte haber Uegado a la Presidencia *“'por mandato del
Ejército y su Partido” esti aceptando no tener ninguna base social de
apoyo popular. Acepta definitivamente sostenense solo por la fuerza de
a1 armas, ya que lo que denomina “su partido™ esti compuesto por uni-
camente acho fgnonu H(Napolcén Duarte, Antonio Morales Erlich, Fidel
Chivez Mena, Ovidio Hernindez, Adolfo Rey Prendes, Julio Samayoa,
David Trejos y Roberto Viera);

2.5, Que el primero de los derechos fundamentales es el DERECHO A LA Vi-
DA. Cuando este derecho esti amenazado, cuando esta siendo pisotcado
masivamente al agredido le asiste ¢l recurso supremo de legftima defensa.
En estz caso el pucblo salvadorefic —agredido salvajemente durante esie
afio, tal como se reconoce oficiaimente por Is ORGANIZACION DE LAS
NACIONES UNIDAS, obtiene la facultad dc cjercitar plenamente el dere-
cho de legitima defensa.

La Iglesia, en el caso “muy excepcional de tirania evidente y prolongada
3115 atentase gravemente a los derechos fundamentales de la persona, y

anase peligrosamente el bien comin del pais”, menciona la LEGITIMI-
DAD DE UNA INSURRECCION como supremo recursa de defensa popular.

3. LLAMADO A LAS ORGANIZACIONES DEMOCRATA-CRISTIANAS
DEL MUNDO.

E! SOCORRO JURIDICO DEL ARZOBISPADO considera conveniente hacer
una llamadaat las organizaciones democratactistianas de Europa y Am¢-
rica Latina. Las ocho personas que actualmente conforman la Democracia
Cristiana estin enlodando y manchando de sangre los principios del socialcris-
tianismo. Esta actitud s6lo pucde explicarse por un odio cicgo a la oposicion
mayoritaria o por una desmedida ambicion de poder, .

La historia, mis temprano que tarde, juzgari a este grupo de democristia-
nos y a aquellos gobiemos latinoamericanos que los han spoyado; por haber
dado respetabilidad politica a la peor masacre, a la mis cruel represion, al
ultimo genocidio ?ue conoce la historia contemporines del Continente. Estos
ocho Eenonqc:, amosos por la complicidad con el terror,'no influyen nada
gn el Gobierno, pero encubren a quicnes manchan con sangre ¢l suelo salva-

oreno.
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E] SOCORRO JURIDICO DEL ARZOBISPADO de San Svador hace un lla
mado a las Instituciones democratacristianas de burepd ‘11"\-"?“331 “g]"
para que no se dejen convencer por el residuo de un partule 21€jado :] puc lf’
salvadoreiio y amigo de los verdugos de ese pucblo. Este res! ud° ]"V agl pe ;
ticamente a los militares responsables de ja matanza sistematica def pue 0 sal-
vadoreio.

Por todos los miles de cristianos que han cad
pedimos a vuestras instituciones desconozcan v no pre
quema de Gobierno de El Salvador.

1o atesinados en El Salvador
sten apovo al actual es.

4. LLAMADO A LOS GOBIERNOS DEL MUNDO.

URGIMOS de los Gobiernos respetar la resolucion de la ORGANIZACION
DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS, a fin de que no se suministre anmamento u otro
tipo de ayuda militar al Gobierno salvadorciio. . d

Al pucblo cristiano de los Estados Unidos les pedimos sea garante ce que
su Gobiemo no aporte ningin tipo de ayuda, tanto militar como cconomica, a
quicnes hasta hoy han sido sus protegidos,

5. LLAMADO A LOS CRISTIANOS Y HOMBRES DE BUENA VOLUNTAD
DEL MUNDO.

Finalmente, el Socorro Juridico del Arzobispado pide 2 los cristianos y
hombres de buena voluntad en el mundo emcmPUNlllsr. SOLIDARIAMENTE
con el objetivo justo del pueblo pobre de El Salvador. . d

Hay que destruir de raiz la sociedad que genera injusticla y peca oy hay
que enfrentar el odio homicida que intenta perpetuarlos. Cuando llegue la
hora del triunfo comprenderemos que la sangre de tantos crisianos ha sido
semilla de hibertad. Podremos manilestar con nuestro querido monseiior Os.
car Amulfo Romero: “Quiero permgnecer en la tierra, junto @, los hombres,
luchando con ellos por la liberacién. No puedo gozar y no quiero descansar

mientras halla hombres a quicnes liberar®,

SOCORRO JURIDICO DEL ARZOBISPADO
Sem Sabad{:r, 15 dr diciembre de 1980.
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Desde el socorro juridico ocupado, somos testigos del genoci-
dio perpetrado sobre nuestro pueblo salvadorerio.
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EIERCITO-APARATO DE SEGURIDAD
ORGANIZACIONES PARAMILH‘ ARES

FProfesionales de la muerte. =~ .=
Hijos de la muerte.
Habré flores negras en su tumba.

Sus ojos nunca se cerrardn,
pero su mirada permanecerd vacia.

Dios no podri perdc;narle:.
Crucificaron a su puchlo.

Quedardn enterrados hacia abajo.
Sus-cuerposne resucitardn. — -
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DESAFARECIDOS

Como el musgo
une pregunta se adhiere
al corazén de los hombres
a la decisién de los gobiernos:
éCoémo,
desde cualguier lugar del mundo,
no se colzbora,
realmente,
: - -condajunta genocida,”
en este largo diz de dolores,
detencion,
tortura,
cercenamiento?
Desaparecidos es su nombre.
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ASESINADOS

Y la alondra canig,
Yios jazmines _
Visticron su mejor embrufy,
Nada pordis su forma ¥ color;
la fuz sp encargo de oflo.

Es verddad -

S muerte no s harg fnaiesl,
Stdesde clla partimos, - - :

" Teun la bondad de los hombres fibres

sembradores oy vida,

el fusil al tunnbro

¥ una mirada infantit cargada de infnite,

X SUS cucrpos resucitargn primerg,

.
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REFUGIOS

Es mejor que no se olvide.

Sin emargura.

Pero que el recuerdo

presida ya para stempre todos los dias de nuestra vida.

Para que no puedan volver.

La Junta -Militar,
en El Salvador,
son los asesinos,
los que destruyen,
los que condenan al miedo,
wommmTrmeTm T o que llénan detristeza

. IMiserables!
Napoleon Duarte,
estds condenado a no resistir la mirada de
" un nifio salvadoreiio que desde el refugio te pregunte por qué.
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El SOCORRO JURIDICO se funda en 1975 por un reducido grupo de
sbogados catdlicos con el fin de representar en las Cortes y Tribunales
salvadorefios a Jos pobres de El Salvador. En este pais centrgamericano el 80 por
ciento de 1a poblacion ~—somos dcinco millones de habitantes— carece de recursos
econdmicas para slimentarse y vivir.

En 1977 MONSENOR OSCAR ARNULFO ROMERO Y GALDAMEZ toma
posesion del Arzobispado de San Salvador, En Junio de ese sho reconoce
oficislmente al SOCORRO JURIDICO como el Organismo del Arzobispado
encargado de promover h defenss de los Derecios Humanos del pueblo
salvadorefio.

Durante tres afios o valiente profeta, Arzobispe de San Salvador, denuncia
desde el pllpito las constantes viclaciones 1 Jos derechos fundamentales. Fue “'la
vaz de los sin voz..”

Ningiin régimen militar (coronel Arturo A. Molins, general Carlos H.
Romero, Junta Militar de Gobierna) logré destruir la sutenticidad de la denuncia
del profets. Los casos presentados cada domingoe eran previamente sometidos a
un proceso de documentacidn y comprobacion legal en el SOCORRO JURID!I-
CC. Asl el SOCORRO JURIDICO fue considerado como el Organismo que
" estrechtmente colabord en la pastoral por la defensa de los pobm guisda
magistralmente por MONSEROR ROMERO. “Hizo de esa defenss ministerio
principal del obispo™. Nuestro principal impulsor acompaisé en sus tristezas y
esperanias ol pueblo. “Los pobres y oprimidos y todos cuantos estaban en
necesidad lo sabian, y por ello acudfan s él en sus necesidades como algo
evidente. Bien fuese para denuncisr injusticias, para reclaner derechos, para

‘mediar en conflictos s ide tiemas, o yiglesias_rodesdas por_cuerpos-de seguridad ;- -

""pars encontrar dmpamndos.... para todo ello acud ian al srzobispo, pero no sélo
como a un amigo en busca de consuelo, sino como a su defensor, que debe poner
todo su poder episcopal al servicio de Ia defenss de los pobres y oprimidos™.

Junto a puestro MONSENOR OSCAR ROMEROQ e realidad nos impactd,
¥ “lejos de spartarnos de nuestra fe”, nos situd en el mundo de Jos pobres para
s defenss incondicional, pars comprender desde el pueblo pobre e impulsar 2
todos los movimientos de liberacién que conduzcan realmente a is justiciay paz
de Ias mayoriss. .

Precisamente por cumplir b herencis de MONSEROR ROMERO o
SOCORRO JURIDICO del ARZOBISFADO fue intervenido por lss Fuerzas
Armadss SalvadoreAss of cinco de julio de 1980.

Desde ¢f 28 de noviembre de 1980 sgentes de la Policis Nacional de El
Salvador lum iutentsdo en treinta ocasiones capturar a los abogados del
SOCORRO JURIDICO.

Esta defenss incondicional de fos pobres en una sociedad conflictiva ha,
ocmionado i persecucion a la Iglesia. “No se ha perseguido a cualquier sacerdote
ni ateendo » cuslquier institucidn. Se ha perseguido y atacado s aquella parte de
ks Igiesia que s¢ ha-puesto del lado del pueblo pobre y hs xalido en s defensa”™.

Esto es en Sreves rapos o espiritu de }a labar del SOCORRO JURIDICO
DEL ARZQRISPADD DE SAN SALVADOR. “La defensa de los pobres en El
Salvados 00 €3 Otra cosa que sutnir e desting de los pobr:s”™.
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Y murieran los que creyeron en su pueblo.

Y tewnblaron las entrafas de la tierru.
Pero los hombres del Pentdgono, del Departamento de Estado,

de la CIA, de la DC.
siguieron emborrachdindose,
en la sangre de los pueblos.

Fadre nuestro,
reconocido en la Historia de los pobres,
creemos en la causa de la justicia,

en que la liberacion serd posible.

“Qué se cwmple tii voliRlgd depar =~~~ T T T

gue es la firme voluntad de nuestro pucblo.
Danos coraje en la lucha
y los mcjores estrategas cn el frente de combate,
Perdén por los errores que hasta aqut’ cometimos
y hayan contribuido a retrasar el triunfo.
Que la luz de Monseflor Romerv
'y la Direccién del pueblo nos guien
hasta la victoria final,

AMEN.
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Prociamstion o e Apmed Ferces
ol the Republic o° © Ralvat.r, 15 Oclaber 1878

A The Anned Forees of El Saly vi ace fully comcivus ol thein sacred du-
tes loward the Salvadoran Peuple and symipathize witlithe clamgr of all of the
pc:ople aganst a guvtnuncnl that Las

L violated the Human Rights ot the population; .

. fomented and tolerated corruption in public administralien and the jus-

tice syslenr, :

created a veritable cconomic and social disaster;

4 profoundly discredited the country and the noble arned instirution

. The Arrned Forces are convi. ced that the problems mentioned arc the
product of antiquated economic, sncial, and political structures that Liave pre-
catled traditionally in the country which do not provide ke majority ol in-

halitants with the minimal cond aons noeessary far thein to tealize thea-
selves fully 25 human beings. Morcover, Jic corruption and inzapacity of the
regime have Caesed misrust on (. part of the prvale sector, resulting it mil
fions of colones in capilal flight s ter--Hying tne ecunomic c1isis at the ex

= believe stiongly
acketeening fiom

i of the popular sector

C.The Armicd Forees are wel' v 1€ tiutt recent governinenls, pruduels ae
lhey waie of scandalous clecturad rauds, bave adopted madeguie prograns
of development, Those timid projsats of st uctural change that have been at-
teanpted have Leen obstructed b lhe economic and political power of con-
cervative seclors, which have consistently defended their ancestral privileges us
Adosninant chasses, cndangering in the process the maore socially progiessive and
cnnsetons seatars of capital, whic, nave shown an interest in achieving a {orm
; of ceonamic developient that w o old he mure st toward the population.

13 The Anned Forces are hemr convineed that the conditions mentioned
are the Tundamenta] cause of H ceonomic and sucial chaos and af the vio-
fence that we ate snffering atthe s oment, These comdiens can only bt uver

comne thronghs the apival w pese 00 evemment tiat will gaaraniee the

stallation of # genuinely democ cu pane
Toward thal end, the Armes Feorees, whose members have always heen
Wesiified with the people, heichs onthe basis of the Taght of Insuriechion that -

il peuples have when govenments ter o uphold tie Law, depose the Cinv

Lemrce Castio Muotdn vgbe, g 037 Toa e frenn thie Spanvish by Williaer, Standey.
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And those who believed in their nation died.
And the bowels of the earth trembled.
But the men from the Pentagon, from the State Depariment,
from the CIA, from DC,
went on getting drunk
off the blood of the people.
Our father,
Acknbw_ledged in the story of the poor,
We believe in justice’s cause, .
That freedom is possible.
That your will of peace is to be done,
That it is the firm will of our people.
Give us courage in the struggle
And the best strategies at the front of combat.
Forgive the errors that we have committed so far
Which have caused triuthh to delay.
May the light of Monsignor Romero !
And the Direction of the people guide us
To the final victory.

AMEN.
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~DEL GENOCIDIO DE
LA JUNTA MILITAR

A LA ESPERANZA
DE LA LUCHA
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INTRODUCCION

CARTA ABIERTA A LOS IHOMBRES, PUEBLOS Y GOBIERNOS
PROGRESISTAS DEL MUNDO

Cuando pretendemos comunicarnos siempre lo hacemos condicionados

_ par la realidad concreta histérico-social-en-taque estamor inmersosEm ety =
fecha, 15 de enero de 1981, nuestra realidad es5 de guerra, con ung amenaza

.—que es algo mds que una sombra— de intervencion directa norteamericana.

A los estrategas, a los hombres y mujeres del pueblo que estén luchando
desde el frente de combate, a los dirigentes y militantes les compete hacer el
‘andlisis polstico y la interpretacion correcta de los acontecimientos, ast como
la activacién de los factores necesarios en toda fase del proceso, de cara a i¢
superando contradicciones v llegar a conquistar los objetivos que conduzcan
al triunfo definitivo del pueblo, .

Como parte del Socorro Juridico, pocas veces como ésta nos hemos senti-
do llamados a la reflexion mds dolorosa.

Con ilusion fuimos componienda este pequeiio pero precioso documento
lieno de desolacién y destrozo de la vida en El Salvador. Intentamos hilar cada
palabra y cada imagen, amorosamente, con el respeto que produce la muerte
del que murié porque creyé que lo mds importante en su vida era eniregar lo
mejor de si mismo al servicio de sus hermanos y de su pueblo.

Y decimos “conilusién™ porque bebimos en las fuentes de la fe de los pro-
fetas y aprendimos que la mucrte de los pobres nunca serd initil...

Un dia la acumulacion se hito pesada’ demasiados casos, nimeros, com-
probaciones... Y sentimos, porgue nos lo decia el corazén y por la evidencia
de los hechos, que habia llegado la hora de ponerle el nombre exacto a las co-
sas: y denominamos a la situacion “'de genocidio”, : ‘

Desde ella entendimos el derecho del pueblo a luchar para defenderse,
para triunfar y construir un hombre nuevo ¥ una sociedad nueva, donde los
nifos tuviesen la posibilidad de jugar con los pdjaros... Y la situacion era de es-
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1. ASESINATOS POLITICOS Y SUS RESPONSABLES (Cuadros nim. 1 y 2)

El 80 por ciento de las dramaticas cifras de ascsinatos politicos efectuados
durante 1880. HAN S5IDO .COMETIDOS POR EL EJERCITO NACIONAL Y LOS
CUERPOS MILITARES DE SEGURIDAD NACIONAL (Guardia, Policia Nacional
y de Hacienda). El porcentaje que resta de asesinatos politicos han sido come-
tidos por grupos paramilitares como ¢l Escuadron de la Mucerte, Ejército Secre-
to Anticomunista y ORDEN que actilan delictivamente con fa proteccion y
coordmacion de los cuerpos militares de seguridad nacional y el Ejército.

Por su_importancia como agente rqlm:sor en El Salvador, presentamos a
continuacion la aparicion y naturaleza del Escuadron de la Muerte.

a) Breve reseiia,

En junjo de 1977 se conocid a nivel intemacional que un llamado *'Escua-
dron dé la muerte™ ammmazaba con exterminar a todos los religiosos de la or-
den jesuita, residentes en El Salvador, si no abandonaban el pais. El general
Carlos Romero, entonces presidente electo de El Salvador, dio garantias en el
sentido de que ese acto de violendia no se llevaria a cabo.

' i cer publicamente demostradas las relaciones del Gobierno del ge-
neral Romero con estos “Prupos de la muerte”, todos los salvadoreiios com-
af nex

prendieron perfectamenie los nexos que los ligaban.
uclveny de nuevo a mencionarse “'los escuadrones”, como brazos armados

de la *ultraderecha”, justamente cuando, a finales de encro de 1980, algunos
miembros de la Democrada Cristiana salvadorefia pactan con la Fuerza Anna-
da la realizacion del esquema politico *‘reformas-represién™.

* Varios miembros del Partido Demécrata Cristiano que se opusicron al pac-
to fueron asesinados. Tanto el Ejército como la Junta y el Partido, inculparon
a los supuestos “escuadrones”,

Asl han muerto muchos obreros, profesores, estudiantes.

b) Los “escuadrones” responden a una necesidad de la funta Militar.
régimen actual se ha visto en la necesidad, 12l como lo hicieron en Gua.
temala, Crugzuay, de ejercer una violencia selectiva, sin aparecer ante la opi-
nion publica como directamente responsabie.
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Para la supervivencia del esquema politico tr- +ado por los Estados Unidos,
¢ra necesario eliminara pcr_sonal:dades que generiban entre la opinion publica
internacional una conciencia fusrtemente critica al régumen y la participacion
deunos pocos militantes democristianos. -

El execrable asesinato de S.E.R. monsefior OSCAR ROMERQ, nucstro pas-
tor e incansable impulsor del S_ocorrorlun'dico. atribuido en un principio a los
mencionados “‘escuadrones”, vincula finalmente a altos militares salvadorefios
con organizaciones internacionales terroristas que tienen su base en Miami,
Florida (USA). . .

El patrocnio sutil, a nivel de coordinacion que Ia Junta, e} Alto Mando de
la Fuerza Armada promueve hacia estos “escuadrones™, sin aparecer vincula-
dos piblicamente,-le rmitia afirmar que laviolenda “‘es producto de grupos
extremistas”. Asi, en los primeros meses de 1980 la ‘luntn‘ con ¢l aval de al-
gunos civiles democristianos configuraba una imagen “centnsta y modecrada”.

Un documento interno del departamento de Estado Norteamencano (fe-
chado el 6 de noviembre de 1980), sefialaba que laeficiencia de estas bandas de-
nominadas “escuadrones™ se ascguraba-con la participacion de asesores nor-
teamericanos. . ) .

El Socorro Juridico continuamente ha aportado pruebas de la vinculacion
existente entre €} ejército y cuerpos militares salvadoreiios con estos “escua-
drones”. Estos Jnl os del terror estan compuestos, asesorados y coordinados
por militares s vagorcﬁos. Muchas acciones cometidas por/estos grupos para-
militares han sido convenientemente protegidas por el cEiJén:ito y cuerpos mi-
litares (ver “Casos tipicos de la prictica genocida en El Salvador). El asesi-
nato de los seis lideres del opositor Frente Democritico Revolucionario, su-
cedido el 27 de noviembre de 1980, demostré intemnacionalmente la coordi-
nacion que existe entre el ejército y los llamados “escuadrones’. Confimmié lo
que Socorro Juridico ha probado en muchas ocasiones: No existen grupos de
ultraderecha Es el mismo ejército y cuerpos dcas:furidad que unas veces actia
con uniforme militar y otras sin vestimenta ofid -

¢) Testimonio fotogrdfico.

captura de lgs estudlantes VINICIO HUMBERTO BASSAGLIA y MANUEL AL-
FREDO VELASQUEZ TOLEDO. : .

Agentes de la Guardia Nacional capturaron el 3 de octubre ded980 a los
estudiantes BASSAGLIA y VELASC}IUEZ TOLEDO en la calle 5 de Noviembre”
del barrio San Miguelito, ubicado al norte de San Salvador.

Al interponer sus familiares recurso judicial de exhibicion personal ante la
Corte Suprema de Justicia relataban que ambos habian sido capturados sepa-
radamente en un éstablecimiento de mecinica automotriz. El 3 de octubre,
por la mafiana, ambos transitaban independientemente por gse barrio cuando
agentes de la Guardia Nacional coparon varias calles y avenidas. En las fotogra-
fias se aprecia €} momento de 4 captura, el buen cstado fisico dc los deteni-
dos, ¢l moniento en que son atados de los dedos pulgares (esta es la forma en
que aparecen la mayoria de cadiveres en El Salvador).

_ La secuencia fotogrifica recoge ¢l momento clave: los agentes.de la Guar-
dia Nacional entregan a los dos estudiantes capturados a agentes civiles sin uni-
forme militar. i
. Cinco dias después, con crucles sefiales de tortura fisica aparecen los cada.
veres de ambos estudiantes cn la calle hacia la poblacion de iona, al norte
de la capital, '

_Tal como se aprecia en la pigina 72, los “escusdrones de la muerte” se
atribuyen el asesinato. . -

En las piginss 65 y 64, aparccen nuevamente agentes civiles de loa “escua-
drones del terror” actuando coordinadamente en compafifa de miembros de)
ejército y_Policfa salvadorefios cuando efectuaban un operativo urbano.

La vin &3 demostrada con prucbas cbjetivas.

eir o e ome A - - —Enriapiging 67 e-apreciarta-secuercia fotografics que recoge 1a
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., 1 . mnumerabics 4508 que en este ano se han presentado al SOCORRU
JURIIN..» det ARZORISPADO, hemos scleccionado alFunos_ que demuestran ti-
picamerte la prictica genocida y la relacion para delinquir y teprimir a la po-
Elacién, principalmente campesina.

PRESENTACION DE CASOS SIGNIFICATIVOS

l “Dia 17 de abril de 1980: Varios centenares d¢ miembros de la organiza-
cion paramilitar ORDEN, prote idos por ¢! Ejército Nacional y agentes de
la Guardia Nacional invadieron militarmente las comunidades cristianas cam-
esinas de “El Pajal, Tehuiste arriba, El Salto, San Lucas, Ulapa, Santa Lueia,
epechame” de las jurisdicciones de San Vicente y La Paz, departamentos si-
tuados al oriente del pais. En “Tehuiste arriba” los invasores agesinaron al cam-
esino BERNARDO GUZMAN. y otro que por fas torturas fue imposibie identi-
icar. En “Llano Grande™ once agentes de la Guardia Nacional y miembros de
ORDEN capturaron y posterjormente decapitaron a los campesinos JOSE ORE-
LLANA y FIDENCIO ALFARO. En el caserio campesino “Alférez", de las refe.
ridas jurisdicciones departamentales capturaron los invasores a la anciana
FRANCISCA ESPINOZA (77 aﬁos}. quien fuc decapitada..La cabeza la coloca-
ron en medio de las piemas cn €l cadaver. En “El Pajal” fueron asesinados los
campesinos NAPOLEGN HERNANDEZ, FRANCISCO HERNANDEZ, quien es
hijo del anterior, ANDRES ABREGO, JOSE LUIS SERVELLON, ANTONIO SAN.-
CHEZ, JOSE DE PAZ y GERMAN ARGUETA; en “Tchuiste ammiba” tamb:én los
invasores asesinaron alos esposos MANUEL VILCHES y DOLORES de VILCHES,
TEOFILO MORALES y ELENA SARAVIA. Finalmente, en “San Lucas”™, antes
de retirarse incendiaron ¢l rancho (casa campesina) de MANUEL OSORIO".

2_"Dia 18 de abrl de- 1980: En la carretera que de la capital conduce hacia
San Salvador fue localizado el caddver con seiales de salvajes torturas de la
CamJ:csina MATILDE FUENTES. Un dia antes habia sido capturada por agen-
tes de jional en la pob { L.aln {
de San Salvador). En esa zona campesina miembros de fa organizacion parami-
litar ORDEN capturaron a la campesina MARIA JULIA PEZ, residente en
el cantén “El Libano”, de la jurisdiccion de Suchitoto. Su cadiver aparecio
atado a una soga colgando de un drbol, sus senos estaban cercenados, presen-
tando también numerosos immtos de bala. Seis nifios han quedado huérfanos,
ya guc tambi¢n el esposo de MATILDE fue asesinado por miembros de ORDEN
¢l dia 11 de febrero de 1980. Este mismo dia, miembros de ORDEN y solda-
dos del Ejército Nacional capturaron al campesino ADAN MORALES RIVAS.
Sus familiares desconocen hacia dénde lo levaron. Se encuentra desaparecido.”

3 “Dia 24 de abril de 1980: Por lo menos 1.000 agentes de la Guardia Na-
cional, del Ejército y de la organizacion paramilitar ORDEN, protegidos
por dos helicopteros artilfados y vehiculos tanquetas militares invadieron las
poblaciones colindantes campesinas "El Campanario, San Benito, Angulo, Lla-
no Grande, El Obrajuclo, Las Lomas, La Joya, La Pita, Santa Amalia”, todas
de 1a jurisdiccion departamental de San Vicente (66 km. al oriente de la capi-
tal). Varios testigos presenciales declararon que desde los helicopteros lanza-
ron pranadas a las casas de Jos campesinos y se les dispararon constantes rafa-
as de ametralladoras. En esa cruel invasion fueron asesinados los campesinos
ABLO HENRIQUEZ (50 afios), ALONSO MIJANGO (14 afios), JOSE DiMAS
22 afios), SEBASTIAN CHAVEZ (45 afios), ANTONIO M{JANGO (59 aios),
LINDA EVORA {16 zﬁosh Lucio HENRIQUEZ (26 aﬁo:)’. Luisa y EDITH
CORNEJO (15 y 16 afios), MIGUEL VALLE (35 afos), ALEJANDRO LINARES
(42 aios), RODOLFO HERNANDEZ (30 aiios), FRANCISCO MARINERO, (34
ahos), FELIPE CLEOFES, MIRIAM COMASAGUA, MARTIN MARINERO, FAS-
TOR ANDRADE (30 afios), DOMINGO ESPINOZA (60 afios), y NARCISO RA-
MOS (50 aiios). A consecuencia de esta cruel invasion militar también resul—
taron varios campesinos heridos sin poder precisarse ¢l nimero exacto.”
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4 Dia 14 de mayo de 1980: Masacre en el rio Sumpul.

El ejército y los cuerpos militares (Guardia Nacional, Policia de Hacienda),
acompanados por miembros de la or&a;uzumn aramilitar ORDEN rodean po-
blaciones en extensas zonas rurales. Los poblados campesinos permanecen to-
‘talmente incomunicados durante cuatro dias. Desde helicopteros “lanzalla-
mas” el ¢jército incendia lag viviendas de los habitantes. Al huir los poblado-
res son acribillados por la Guardia y miembros de ORDEN. En varios operati-
vos, como estamos viendo a lo largo del informe, familias de campesinos,
incluyendo menocres de cinco aios de edad, han sido fusilados. La muecrte
colectiva de por lo menos seiscientos campesinos, mujeres y nifios en las n-
beras del rio *SUMPUL™ marca el inicio dc la etapa de “limpicza total™ en
las zonas rurales. Denota la coordinacion entre las cjércitos de El Salvador y
- "Honduras que, junto con el de Guatemala, comenzarian a extender el “cerco
sanitario™ sobre territorio salvadoreiio.

A partir del mes de junio extensas zonas rurales salvadoreiias se convir-
tieron en verdaderos “teatros de operaciones militares de exterminio total™
contra la poblacién civil (“El Trifirio”, 130 km. al nor-occidente de San Sal-
vador; cxtensas zonas del norte en ¢l departamento de Morazan, 170 km. al
nor-oriente de San Salvador; Aguilares y Guazapa, '35 km. al norte de San
Salvador; extensas zonas del sur en el departamento de San Vicente, 60 km. al
sur-oriente de San Salvador},

Los bombardeos indiscriminados por aire y tiesra, realizados por la Fuerza
Aérea y Artilicria del ejército han sido la caracteristica rincipal en esta etapa
del exterminio sistemaitico e intencional. Asociaciones de asistencia humanita-
ria calculan que en la zona bombardeada por el ejército salvadoriio, en el de-
partamento oriental de Morazan durante el mes de octubre y principios de
noviembre murieron por lo menos 4.000 personas.

For ser el hecho que marca ¢} inicio de operaciones sistemiticas de exter-
minio colectivo, €l Socorro Juridico considera necesario dar un tratamiento
detallado de los acontecimientos ocurridos en el rio ““SUMPUL™. :

3 mayo 1980: Reunién sccreta de altos militares hondurefios, salvadorefios y guatemal-
tecos en la fronteriza poblacién de “El Poy™, 100 kilometros al norte de
San Salvador. Esta poblacion esti situada a 20 km. del rio SUMPUL. El
ric sirve de limite fronterizo entre El Salvador y Honduras;

10 meyo 1980: En San Salvador el coronel Jaime Abdul Gutiérrez, hombre de confianza
de los coroneles Guillermo Garcia, Nicolis Carranza, Eugenio Vides Casa-
nova (directores de las operaciones militares de exterminia), asume cl con-
trol de Lz Junta de Gobierno y del Ejército;

13 mayo 1980: 250 soldados del Ejército hondurefio parten hacia la frontera salvadorena,
¢ A las 11 30 am., comienzan a preparar trincheras a lo largo de la ribers del
rio “SUMPUL". Llcvan completo equipo militar;

14 mayo 1980: A las 6 am., s¢ inicid el operatjvo militar. El Ejército y Guardia

Of comieniad a porseguir masivamente 3 cam o4 rexidentes en lm po-
blaciomes ubicadas al norte del departamento de Chalatenango (30 km. al
norte de la capital}. Gentos de campesinos, junto a sus familias se refugi

©n las riberas del rio “*SUMPUL". helicopteres de ls Fuerza Aérea Sal-
vadortiia equipados con ametralladoras automiticas, soldados y agentes
de la guardia salvadorefa disparan contra los campesinos refupiados en el
rio. “Mujeres torruradas antes del tiro de ia, nifios de pecha lanzados
al aire para hacer blanco fueron alj'u.n.u e las horribles escenas de esta
matanza criminal. Los campesinos salvadoreios que pasaban el rio eran de-
vueltos por los soldados handuredos a la 2ona de t. Al caer 12
tarde cesd ¢l genocidia dejando un saldo minimo de $00 ca veres”. (Co-
municado de [2 Diocesis y Obispo de Santa Rosa de Copin, Honduras: 24
.. de junio de 1980}); ..
15 meye 1980: Por la noche aljunoe mgc.inm hondurefios recotten la zona. Rescatan
sobrevivicntes pravemente heridos. Los ejércitos abandonan el lugar.
Al amanecer del dia 16, miembros de Ia organizacion parsmilitar ORDEN
1-:: participaron en la masacre regresan al Jugar y patrullss la zo0a. Impi-
f qnenunqummﬁ;u.mcmvivieu&lymbupmuade
o8 mueTos;

1% mayo 1980;: Un campesino hondurefio, cuatro kilémetros *tio abajo” del lugar donde

12

R 4967

84
001135

e b _cromologia: e e e e _



sucedio Ia masacre eficuentra gince cadiveres de nifios menores de tres
afios atrapados enuna trampa para pescar;

24 mays 1980: El sacerdote Fausto Mills, pirvoco de Corquin, Honduras, denuncia la ma-
tanza;

26 mayo 1980: Campesinos salvadorefios que lograron refugiarse en lglesias legan al Ar-
zobispado y rinden su testimonio. Otros campesinos que entregaron infor-
mes a periodistas desaparccen después de ser capturados por el ejercito.
Ambos ejércitos, en la Uitima semana de mayo y primera de junio €jercen
un violento crontol de la tona para impedir acceso. Dos incursiones realiza
el ejército salvadorefio al territorio hondureiio en busca de refugiados;

el cjército salvadoreio al territorio hondurefio en busca de refugiados;

24 junio 1980: El obispo don José Caranza Chivez, presbilero religioso, religiosas de la
Dibcesis de Santa Rosa de Copin denuncian ia matanza. Responsabilizan
a los gobiernos salvadoredio y hondurefio;
27 junio 1980: Gobicmo hondareiio amenaza expulsar a sacerdotes extral.jeros que firma-
) ron comunjcado denuncia; .
29 junio [980: El Arzobispado de San Salvador ratifica 1a denuncia y se solidariza con dio-
ctsis de Santa Rosa Copan;

1 julic 1980: la Conferencia Episcopal Hondurefia, presidida por el arzobispo monsefior
Héctor Santes, reafirma |2 denunda de 1a matanza de 600 salvadorefios el
14y 15 de mayo de 1980 en el rio “SUMPUL"™.

“Dia 30 de mayo de 1980: Una cooperativa agricola situada en GUAJO-

YO, departamento de Santa Ana.a 110 km. al occidente de la capital fue in-
vadida por agentes de la guardia nacional, después de las veintitrés horas. Fueron
asesinados doce campesinos. La cooperativa estaba administrada por la UNiON
COMUNAL SALVADORENA, Unica organizacion avalada por el ierno. La
Junta Militar no vacilé en seiialar como responsables de este crimen a las orga-
nizaciones politico-militares del pueblo. UCS sc encargd postcriormente
de desmentir el comunicado oficial. Ascgurd esta organizacion que ‘el fusi-
lamiento de doce campesinos en GUAJOYO lo cometicron agentes de la Guas-
dia Nacional. Uno a uno los campesinos fueron capturados en sus casas de
habitacién y fusilados colectivamente por agentes de la Guardia Nacional.™

6 “Dia 22 de junio de 1980: La ASOCIACION NACIONAL DE EDUCADO-
RES SALVADOREROS-ANDES 21 dg JUNIO — denunci el asesinato de CIEN-
TO TREINTA Y SEIS MAESTROS afiliados a la Asociacion desde el 1.° de enero
de este aiio. El profesor BLADIMIR BARRIOS (35 afios), director del grupo
escolar “Doctor José Trinidad Garay” del barrio “’La Parroquia” de Tecapan,
jurisdiccidn departamental de Usulutan, al oriente del pais, fue amet ado
rente a sus alumnos por individuos fuertemente armados y Er:mte dos con
chalecos militares que se identificaron como micmbros del Escuadron de la
Muerte. La alumna BLANCA LIDIA ORELLANA resulté gravemente lesionada.
Dicha accion fue coordinada por la Guardia Nacional.”

“Dia 7 de julio de 1980: El cantén “Ojo de Agua”, jusisdiccion de Coju-
tepeque, departamento de Cuzcatlan(35 al onente de la capital)} fue nue-
vamente invadido por agentes de la Guardia Nacional y miembros de la orgy-
nizacion paramilitar ORDEN. En este canton ascsinaron a MARCELINO RAMI-
REZ (28 aios), TERESA GARCIA (28 afios), SIMONA FABIAN {20 ahos),
ANTONIO GARCiA (40 afos), HIPOLITO PALACIOS (25 afios), FRANCISCO
MENDOZA (20 afios), CRISTINA HERNANDEZ (26 afios), MANUEL ASENCIO
25 afios), JOSE CRUZ {22 ax'!os&. ViCTOR MANUEL HENRIQUEZ (14 aﬂos),
s nina MARITZA HENRIQUEZ (8 ahos). Posteriormente jos invasores se din-
cron hacia las poblaciones colindantes cantones “San Martin, San Antonio,
ledad, Ef Carmen, San Andrés, Candelaria y El Carmen™. A su paso fueron
destruyendo cultivos y saqueando las viviendas campesinas.”
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8 “pia 7 de julio de 1980: Treinta individuos fuertemente armados, equi-
pados con chalecos protectores que utilizan los miembros del Ejército, y cu-
briendo sus rostros con mascaretas en las que se lefa; “Escuadron de la muer-
te”, capturaron en la poblacion campesina de San Lorenzo, jurisdiccion de-
partamental de San Vicente (66 km. al oriente de la capital) a varios campesi.-
nos que s encontraban en sus casas de habitacidn. A las cinco horas, después
de capturar a ELISEO ARBAIZA (57 ailos), a sus dos hijes JORGE ALBERTO
y RODOLFO (19 y 17 afos), PEDRO FLORES (51 afos), a sus dos hijos, uno
de ecllos LUis FLORES (19 afios), JORGE ALBERTO ALVARADO (2 a.r'los?.
CARLOS RIVAS (28 aﬁosg, los torturaron y les gbligaron a caminar hacia la
calle que lleva a la salida del canton donde les fusilaron. Después de cometer
este crimen capturaron a la joven campesina ROMILA HERNANDEZ qi'l aiios),
originaria de Santa Elena, poblacién aledafia, la violaron y despues la decarp .
taron: su cabeza la enterraron sus familiares, ya que el resto del cuerpo fue
?ucmado por los asesinos. Los criminales dejaron la cabeza de la campesina
rente a la casa de sus familiares. Los miembros del supuesto *Escuadron’ des-
pués de cometer estos hechos fueron evacuados ese mismo dia por un helicop-
tero del Ejército Nacional salvadoreiio.”

9 “Dfa 9 de julio de 1980: Treinta y un miembros de la familia campedina
MOJICA SANTOS, todos residentes en el canton “Mogotes” de San Pablo
Tacachico, jurisdiccién departamental de_La Libertad (31 km. al nor occiden-
te de la capital), fueron fusilados por miembros de la organizacion paramili-
tar ORDEN. Abrazados a sus madres fueron asesinados ﬁUI_NCE NIKOS, todos
menores de DIEZ AROS DE EDAD. Ese dia e] Ejército Nacional y agentes de
la Guardia Nacional ocuparon la poblacion e iniciaron un saqueo de las vi-
viendas campesinas. ORDEN, la violenta organizacién paramilitar ejecuts, de-
bidamente protegida por miembros del Ejercito, el fusilamiento colectivo de
la familia MOJICA SANTOS. Para las instituciones humanitarias fue imposible
penetrar ese dia al canton “Mogotes”, La nomina de personas asesinadas:
una nifiita de quince dias de nacida de la familia Mojica, aiin sin asentamiento
lecFa.l' RENE SANTOS (2 meses de edad), BLADIMIR SANTOS (3 meses de
e ad}. HERNAN MOJICA SANTOS (4 meses de cdaﬂ, EDUARDO SANTOS (3
afios), HUGO MOJICA SANTOS (4 aﬁosg.. SERGIO MOJICA (4 afios), ELMER
MOJICA (5 aios), MORELIA MOJICA SANTOS {6 afios), JOAQUINA MEJIA
SANTOS (8 afios), WALTER SANTOS (8 afios), DEMMY SANTOS (B afios),
ORBELINA MOJICA (9 afos), MARCOS MOJICA (10 afios), BEATRIZ SAN.
TOs (12 afos), ESMILDA MOJICA SANTOS (13 afos), SONIA MOJICA (14
afios), VENECIA SANTOS (15 afos), VICTORIA SANTOS 15 afios} DORA
ALICIA CRUZ (_f_o aiios), GENOVEVA CARDOZA (22 aiios), TERESA SAN-
TOS {25 afios), TOMASA SANTOS (30 afos), HERMINIA, SANTOS 30 aﬁos;,
ROSA SANTOS (30 afos), ELBA SANTOS (30 afios), ROSA MOJICA (30 afios),
AGRIPINA MOJICA (82 afics), MANUEL CRUZ (45 afios), DOMITILA SANTOS
(45 afios), SANTOS QUINTANILLA (50 afios), MERCEDES CRUZ (60 afios),
CLAUDIA FLAMENCO SANTOS (75 anos), ROSA MOJICA (85 afios).

10 “Dia 19 de julio de 1980: Por lo menos 1.000 hombres enmascarados
fuertemente armados, equipados con chalecos protectores, con sefiales que
les identificaban como del “Escuadron de la Muerte™, acompanados por miem-
bros de} Ejército y agentes de la Guardia Nacional invadieron la Hacienda “Ali-
rador”, en Ja cual la’mayoria de miembros campesinos pertencce ala UNION
COMUNAL SALVADORERA. La Hacienda esta situada en canton “Isletas’™,
jurisdiccion de Coatepeque, departamento de Santa Ana, al occidente del pais,

estigos presenciales indican que agentes de la Guardia Nacional ¥ enmasca-
rados fusilaron a sesenta campesinos. Los seleccionaron previamente despues
de capturar a 390 campesinos cooperativistas. A las Instituciones de asistencia
se les impidio ingresar a la zona que esta totalmente ocupada por miembros
el Ejércizo.”
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“Dia 20 de julio de 1980: Una delegacion de médicos norteamericanos
].]. penenecientes la AMERICAN PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION, que vi-
itd ientemente C . : 3] )
:lrlact’:ar'cail:o'r\es de la salud, pacientes, asi como la violacion a la neutralidad de
hospitales y centros de asistencia. Por lo menos diez médicos han sido ase-
sinados desde ¢l primero de enero de este afio; los hospitales han sido invadi-
dos por la Policia ¥ Guardia Nacional s_sus pacientes, algunos capturados y
desaparecidos, otros son asesinados. El dia 24 de mayo los dociores JOSE CA-
LIXTO BENITEZ y RAUL PINO fueron ametrallados en San Miguel, la tercera
ciudad de El Salvador, al oriente del pais. Ei licenciado LEONEL MENENDEZ
Q., ex catedratico de la UNIVERSIDAD CENTROAMERICANA fuc secuestrado
por un grupo de civiles cnm.ascarados, cuando iba a ser intervenido quirargi-
tamente en ¢l Hospital Nacional “Rosales™, el dia 21 de mayo de 1980. En
Jas afueras del hospital dos autopatrullas de la Policia Nacional y un camion
del Ejército Nacional esperaba el secuestro de Menéndcz. Se desconoce desde
fecha su destino. Por lo menos veinte pacientes que se encontraban recibiendo
asistencia médica en distintos centros hospitalanos han sido asesinados en si.
milares circunstancias. Hombres fuertemente armados Trotegidos con chale-
cos. ingresan en los hospitales y después de ubicar el lecho del paciente le

asesinan.”

12“Di’a 8 de agosto de 1980: Un miembro del Ejército Nacional qué sc en-
contraba ¢n Jo altc de un edificio del Gobierno asesind este dia al perio-
dista mexicano IGNACIO RODRIGUEZ TERRAZAS. La Prensa nacional de opo-
sicion y varios corresponsales de prensa intemnacional han sido ametrallados,

turados o asesinados en este ano. E1 1° de abril de 1980 tres cineastas ho-
landeses (Frank Diamand, lan Van der Putten) fueron ametrallados en el cen-
tro de la capital por la Policia Nacional. Dos de ellos fueron gravemente heri-
dos. E! 24 de abril fue capturado el periodista de la radio WHUR dec Washing.
ton DC, RENE TAMSEN. Sus familiares aseguraron %ue la Policia de Hacienda
realizé 1a captura. Ain se encuentra desaparecido. El 11 de julio, después de

El Salvador denuncid as violaciones a los profesionales y .

ser capturados y horriblemente torturados fueron asesinados-cl-entonces-di- -~ -

. .....rector-del-periddico macionil ‘dé oposicion “LA CRONICA DEL PUEBLO™, pe-

Hodista JAIME SUAREZ QUEMAIN y <l fotografo del mismo peridédico CESAR
NAJARRO. El radio operador de ]a *Radio Cadena Central”, periodista JUAN
ANTONIO RODRIGUEZ fue asesinado, después de ser capturado cl dia 5 de
agosto de este afio. El director del periadico de oposicion “EL INDEPENDIEN-
TE™ ha sido blarico de varios atentados: JORGE FINTO ha sido ametrailado en
varias ocasiones.- Milagrosamente ha logrado escapar. la periodistz norteame-
ricana JEAN SULLIVAN fue capturada el 28 de diciembre y se ignora su para-
dero, Los periodistas JAN MATES y MICHAEL TAVERNA fueron capturados
en agosto por la Guardia Nacional.”

18 “Dia 27 de noviembre de 1980: A las 11,20 am., 25 agentes vestidos de
civil penetraron al colegio Externado de San J osé, situado enla25 Avenida
Norte de San Salvador, donde se encuentran ubicadas las oficinas del Socorro
Juridico del Arzobispado de San Salvador.

Veinte minutos antes, cerca de 200 policias y soldados se encontraban ro-
deando ¢ edificio del colegio. Al penetrar los agentes vestidos de civil coloca-
ron boca abajo a tedo el personal de la institucion catdlica y a varios visitan-
tes. Posteriormente procedieron a capturar a los dirigentes del Frenie Demo-
critico Revolucionario (FDR}), que se encontraban en una de las aulas del
colegio ofreciendo una conferencia de prensa a los miembros de la prensa na-
cional e internacional. A continuacion, tras golpearios y atarles las manos a las,
espaldas, les obligaron a subir a tres vehiculos, en los que emprendieron la
huida. Los dirigentes del FDR capturados en esa oportunidad eran los dinigen-
tes: ENRIQUE ALVAREZ CORDOVA, presidente del FDR; MANUEL FRANCO,

UAN CHACON, HUMBERTO MENDQOZA, ENRIQUE ESCOBAR BARRERA y
'OROTEO HERNANDEZ. Ademis de ellos otras 23 personas fueron captura-
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das. Posteriormente los dirigentes del FDR aparecieron asesinados y sus cada-
veres mostraban sefiales de estrangulamiento, mutilaciones en el cuerpo ¥
vanios orificios de bala en el crineo. Los cadiveres de Juan Chacon, Humberto
Mendoza. Ennque Escobar Barrera y de Doroteo Hernandez fueron encontra-
dos en el km. 15 de la carretera que conduce al balneano de Apulo, al oriente
de la capital, el mismo dia de la captura; mientras que los cadaveres de Enn-
gue Alvarez Cordova y de Manuel Franco fueron encontrados el 28 de no-
viembre en cl km. 18 de la misma carretera.”

PRUEBAS EN CONTRA DEL GOBIERNO
Y FUERZAS ARMADAS DE EL SALVADOR.

Ante las versiones gubermnamentales de descargar su responsabilidad en
esta masacre en un grupo de “Ultraderecha”, El Socorro Juridico pone a con-
sideracion los siguientes datos quec contradicen la version gubemamental: En
¢l momento del operativo los agentes sccuestraron al portero del Colegio Ex-
ternado de San José trasladindolo a las instalaciones del Instituto Salvadorefio
del Scguro Social, situado 2 una cuadra del colegio. Segin testimonios de las
innumerables personas que l];‘res:nciaron el operativo, los agentes se comuni-
caban por radio desde el Instituto del Seguro Social hacia el colegio. Los
agentes vestidos de civil llegaron al colegio armados de ametralladoras y fusiles

-3, que so6lo son usados por la Guardia Nacional; los automoviles con que lle-
garon_al coIcFio tenian placas que los identificaban como pertenecientes a
organismos oficiales. Otra evidencia ¢s la impunidad con que se cfectud el
operativo: a plena luz del dia, en ¢l mayor colegio de secundaria a. ! pais, en
una de las avenidas mas transitadas de lacapital, y a dos cuadras del edificio mas
custodiado del pais. como es la Embajada Nortcamericana; parece increible
que ninguna autoridad se haya hecho presente en ¢l momento de los sucesos a
brindar la proteccion debida, sobre todo si se toma en cuenta lama itud del
operativo, en el cual participaron mis de doscientos clementos “unifonmados”
rodeando el cdificio ?or mas de 25 minutos. Pero si aun quedaran dudas sobre
la responsabilidad del gobiemo en este asesinata miltiple, ponemos a conside-
racion el saiguicnte cable de la agencia norteamericana AP, en el que las autori-
dades salvadoreiias se agenciaban las capturas de los dirigentes:

“San Salvador. 27 de noviembre (AP). Las autoridades anunciaron hoy ha-
ber capturado a los miximos dirigentes del Frente Democritico Revolucio-
nario (FDR) que ejeree la conduccién politica de Jos organismos izquierdis-
123 que buscaban derrocar al gobiermo.” (Aparecide en “Ultimas Noticias™
(regunda ediciin) del Diario Excelsior, primera pldna, 27 noviembre 1980).

Un conocido elemento de la Policia Nacional Salvadorena de numbre MA.
RIO SAUL MERINO, que en el operativo de la mafana participd disfrazad de
civil, fue reconucido también en el operativo de allanamiento de las oficinas
de! Secorro Juridico, el mismo «ia en horas de la tarde cn ¢f Colegio Extemna.
do de San Jose. ocasion en que llegd uniformado de Folicia Nacional. Los mis-
mos testigos presenciales afirman haber otdo, cn ¢l momento en que se realiza-
ba el cperativo, c\ e los agentes sc comunicaban por radio con ¢i Cuartel Cen-
tral de la Folicia Nacional, desde donde les preguntaban si va habian realizado
el operativo,

& opinion publica mundial. la prensa intemacional. los organismos de
Dercchos Humanos e Instituciones Ecl:sia’stica.s. dcben comprender que ¢n
El Salvador NO EXISTEN grupos de “uliraderccha™; es el EJERCITO NACIO-
NAL y los CUERPOS DE “"SEGURIDAD" los que actian con uniforme militar
o sin ¢l, cometiendo innumerables acciones represivas contra el Pucblo Salva.
dorefio. Es ¢} Alto Mando de las Fuerzas Armadas el que carez con la respon-
sabilidad de - este horrible hecho, asi como con ¢l asesinato dei arzobispe mon-
scfior Oscar Romero,
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1. DESAPARECIMIENTOS-CAPTURAS POR RAZONES POLITICAS

CUADRO NUM. 3

CAPTURADOS POR EJERCITO Y CUERPOS MILITARES DE
SEGURIDAD. POSTERIORMENTE DESAPARECIDOS. (POR
MESES DURANTE 1980.)

MES I
Enero ... vvneineann, PO i 1
Febrero ......cvuivvvesrscnnnrens resraas] 14
Marzo..... tre e te e mi e 15
Abrl ..., fra s ve.aa| IS
Mayo vveeviinannnniens reveeraeerneens 22
Junio ..o i il fecarar e a5
Julie .ovvvirien il N reeersecaeaeans 21
AgOSIO .. c it e raiatsesieasaenn 81
T7OTAL DE DESAPARECIDOS POLITICOS . ... .. 211

1.a salvaje prictica de “desaparecer™ a las personas que han capwrado sin
ser presentadas ante Tribunales judiciales ha sido permanentemente utilizada
or lus distintos regimencs militares de El Salvador. Hasta el dia 15 de octu-
re de 1979 el SOCORRO JURIDICO DEL ARZOBISPADO tenfa registrada la
cifra dc DOSCIENTAS QUINCE PERSONAS capturadas ¥ posteriormente “'desa-
parecidas® por los gobiernos militares del coronel Arturo Armando Molina y
general Carlos Humberto Romero (1972-1979). La actual JUNTA  MILITAR
supera en Unicamente OCHQ MESES DE ESTE ARO a los regimenes militares
uc lc antecedieron en esta practica mhumana. Con este cruel metodo repre-
sivo no solo se afecta a la persona “desapatecida™, sino que tambien derivan
graves consccuencias marales, sicoldgicas y sociales al grupo familiar, Si el
“desaparccido™ es la cabeza del grupo de [amilia es logico pensar que sobrevic.
ncn lgrawes consecuencias cn ¢l aspecto cconomico. _
-n 1978 dlos testimonios dramalticos de ex-desaparccidos politicos conmo-
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EeR ia oDInIer L. JE TEdUL e Seeam LU GEEMIVAR sk bl
an diceembre a0 1RTTL e T €5LIDAT 2E LJF CJIENCT 201 JTNCiE de (b
snda «n septiemire v (RFRL P RAACISCC AT IAl MBS MENDCTA
{capturado en toviembre de 1973, gue 10dro escanar 12 .. 2 Hicia Nacionai =n
Jdiciembre de 1978). Una circei ciandesuna-sotans ¢ .3 rsiicia de Hacienda
{ue descubierio en noviembre de 1979 por dos abogados vdoctor José Fabio
Castillo v Lic. Roberto Cuéllar), que diligenciaban recurso de exhibicion per-
sonal u favor de! campesino ROGELIO GUARDADO. .

Se agrega a cste informe las dos notas oficiales de la COMISION ESPECIAL
INVESTIGADORA DE PRESOS Y DESAPARECIDOS POLITICOS (organismo ofi-
c:al de la 12 Junta Militar: 15 de vctubre al 31 de diciembre de 1979). Muchi-
simos militares que actualmente se cncuentran <n ei coder SON RESPONSA.
BLESY, sein la aomisién Especial de esta practica :nnumana v cruel. Hasta
aunsto de 1980, ningun militar habia sido procesuric nersu participacion ¢s-
pevial en el cometuniento de estos delitos politicos. :
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Il. REPRESION GENERAL

CUADRO NUM. 4

REPRESION REALIZADA POR EL EJERCITO NACIONAL,
CUERPOS DE SEGURIDAD MILITAR Y ORGANIZACIONES
PARAMILITARES EN POBLACIONES CAMPESINAS, POBLA-
CIONES OBRERAS, INSTITUCIONES DEMGCRATICAS, EDU-
CATIVAS PRIVADAS Y OFICIALES, SINDICATOS E IGLESIA,
ESPECIALMENTE DEL ARZOBISPADO.

ACCIONES REPRESIVAS ENERG | FEBR. | Marz. | 4PN | qumeo | JuLio

— Invasiones militares del Ejérci-
to y cucrpos militares 2 zonas ¥y
poblados campesinos . . .- .. 81 39 74 60 8% 78

— Operativos militares del Ejérci-
to y cuerpos militares a pobla-
ciones obresas (zonas urbanas) 17 13 25 51 23 11

— Cateos, allanamiento y saqueo
de locales sindicales, estudianti-
les, democriticos, localas del
Arzobispad0 «.eo-a .- 5 6 29 15 21 14

-~ Ametrallamiento, sabotajes y .
atentados dinamiteros contra
locales del mismo tipo . .. ... 23 34 19 29 17 11

— Destruccion ¢ incendio de ca-
3as campesinas durante Jag inva-

siones militares del Ejército . . 35 21 17 45 140 148

— Los dias 13, 14 y 15 de mayo de 1980 se cometio una de las mis sangrien-
tas acciones del Ejercito, la Guardia Nacional y la organizacion paramilitar
ORDEN al perseguir por muchisimos kilémetros a miles de campesinos resi-
dentes en la zona norte del departamento de Chalatenango (85 km. al norte de
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The United States Department of Homeland Security, Immigration and Customs

-
Enforcement (“DHS”), hereby files the following Exhibits in the above-styled cause of actiE:E‘ 5
EL 2
ot b -3
before the Honorable Michael C. Horn: ':-, -
w0 F g
e w "f-’,
TABLE OF CONTENTS R S
- ;'
H. Evidence establishing that Garcia ordered, incited, assisted, or otherwise participated
in torture during his tenure as Minister of Defense,
TAB PAGES
AA.  Summary of DOS cable from (illegible) Dec. 80, from AMEM San Salvador................. 765
to Secretary of State, Washington D.C.
Subject: The Continuing Crisis in El Salvador
Text: Ambassador White told group, including Garcia, Carranza, 4 Junta members
that “I regretted having to state the hard truths but that it was essential that
they control the security forces and not allow subordinates to take the law into
their own hands. These lawless elements were a cancer that had to be cut out
or it would eventually destroy the military. We did not waste time over the
proof that exists of the complicity of certain elements of the Security Forces in
the assassination of the FDR leaders.... [The military] made no effort to rebut
my stated assumption of Security Force’s complicity.
BB.  Summary of DOS cable 01010Z Feb 1982, from AMEM San Salvador to................. 775
Secretary of State Washington DC.
Subject: Saving El Salvador
Text: Under Secretary Buckley warned all concerned that violence needed to be

avoided if there was ever going to be a chance of pushing through
supplementary help for Salvadoran economy and military. Military folly in
massacre in San Salvador of 17 people, and military explanation that such
actions are the result of malevolent forces beyond control of military, General
Garcia talks a good game but the Ambassador no longer trusts him or believes
him. General Garcia should be read the riot act while in Washington.
Ambassador is ready to lay it on the line and not too diplomatically. Suggests
that U.S. Government should insist on written rules of engagement and their
widespread diffusion.
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CC. Summary of Two-Part Cable (illegible) (illegible}): AMEM San Salvador to U.S........... 778
Secretary of State (illegible).

Subject: Charge Gives President Duarte Name of Suspected Murderers of U.S.
Churchwomen

Text: Part 1:

President Duarte stated that throughout the Christian Democratic Party’s
partnership with the armed forces it had found nearly impossible any effort to
punish or even transfer any soldier because the military institution insisted on
disciplining its own people as and when it chose.

Part 2:

In response to developing crisis over nuns and labor leaders’ murders, military
transferred a number of mid-level officers with a long history of rightist
activities. However military refuses to part company with Moran though he is
widely condemned for culpability in the Soyapango incident. In the case of
military personnel implicated in the churchwomen murders, it will be essential
for United States Government to pressure military to take action. Duarte
expressed gratitude at being updated on progress of investigations but said
that military would have to make decision on whether to discipline their own
people.

DD. US. Department 0f State SCOPE PAPEE. ......ueeeeeeeereeeveeeceseeeeesesssersssesessossoseeseseneesonsensas 783
Subject: What Could be Accomplished, by the Rogers/Bowdler Mission

Text: Prospects of a government of the far right are greater since last May when Ex-
Major D’ Aubuisson was arrested by the Majanistas. The dangers for the
“middle option” are the worsening economic situation, the surge of rightist
violence and the polarization of Salvadoran society. Reviving immediate
middle and upper class belief in the middle course will revolve around
punishing and curtailing the activities of criminal elements of the army and
security forces. If symbolic “heads roll” the present directors of the Hacienda
Police, the national police or even the National Guard would go a certain
distance toward restoring public faith in the middle course. The worse danger
of the middle course is the fact of a military establishment answerable to no
one. Even the military code of conduct announced on October 15 is
enforceable only to the extent that the Ministry of Defense chooses to act. It
has not acted and will not so long as the present leadership remains.

EE. Summary of DOS Cable (illegible) Nov, From AMEM San Salvador to U.S.................. 787
Secretary of State, Washington, D.C. '
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Subject: Some Tough Discussion with Garcia

Text: Persistent problem of violence which senior U.S. officials should raise with
Defense Minister Col. Garcia during his Washington visit. In past, reports of
direct army participation in excesses have been few, rather problems of abuses
of authority was seen largely as one of better control of specialized security
forces. Thus it is particularly disturbing to have detailed reports of Salvadoran
Army massacres of woman and children along the Rio Lempa and in
Chalatenango. The DOS’ own officials were witnesses to the machine gun
attack on unarmed civilians by helicopter.

FF.  Cld Cable — December 17, 1980. .....voivverisierireensesrsssessessesesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 789
Subject: El Salvador: Military Attitude Toward Compromise

Text: “The military is more unified and its chain of command more consolidated than
at any time since the coup in October 1979. The Defense Ministry retains
complete control of all military affairs and has significant veto power over other
government policy through junta VP Colonel Gutierrez, the official military
spokesman in the civilian-military alliance. The armed forces are set on
eliminating the revolutionaries through indiscriminate warfare and probably
would reject moves viewed as hampering that effort.

...the military will even drag its feet on transfers of officers associated with
human rights abuses and rightist plotting for example, the deputy defense
minister, “a key rightist officer targeted for removal by the Christian
democrats will remain in office....”

GG. Summary of DOS cable 2122437 May (year illegible) from AMEM San ...ueeenen... 791
Salvador to Secretary of State, Washington D.C.

Subject: Call on Minister of Defense May (illegible)

Text: Ambassador White called meeting with Garcia: Told Garcia that the torturing
and killing of unarmed civilians by the security forces had gone way beyond
any conceivable justification. Stability questioned because there were two
rightist coup attempts linked to D’ Aubuisson and the United State
Government was unable to understand how the coup attempts could go
unpunished.

Garcia responded that he was aware that excesses were grave, he had a good
idea who was responsible; extreme left was attacking military daily; Orden

was not dead, although no confirmation, he was sure there were cases of
security forces participation in death squads
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In response to concems about D’ Aubuisson (who had attempted a right wing
coup), Garcia suggested he be reintegrated back into military and made
attaché to Taiwan. White rejected this because D’ Aubuisson could request an
administrative transfer back to El Salvador.

White comments in cable this is most disappointing conversation since arrival
in El Sal because Garcia made no promise, implicit or explicit to end official
violence. Clear to White that Garcia wants to drive off Majano and
rehabilitate D’ Aubuisson. Real threat to stability comes from officers in High
Command who are secretly in right corner.

HH. Amnesty International (A1) Report dated September 1982. ........oveueoeeeeorsrererersvsrsssene 794

Subject:

Text:

Assigning Responsibility for Human Rights Abuses: El Salvador’s Military and
Security Units

All of the GOES special security forces, including the National Guard, have
been named in reports of human rights violations. While the authorities continue
to maintain that the abuses committed by the security or armed forces personnel
were cartied out at lower levels by personnel exceeding their authority, on
several occasions the government has also stated that the officers and troops
implicated in the abuses have been removed from duty or rotated to non-
combatant positions. In other cases, authorities have stated that criminal
proceedings had been instituted against personne! who committed human rights
violations. Al indicated that such cases were rare.

In 1982, 12 members of a Brigade de Defensa Civil, civil defense patrol made
up of former members of ORDEN and formed under the direction of the
Ministry of Defense, were arrested as well as Treasury police for a group
murder of 19 people including 5 children under age two.

In late May 1982, six members of one such civil defense committee were
arrested in connection with the murders of two Christian Democrats, including
two newly elected mayors.

The security forces have allegedly provided the United States Embassy with
lists detailing charges against 292 persons dismissed from the four branches of
the security services (National Guard, National Police, Treasury Police and the
Army). Very few of the charges are related to human rights violations, none
was charged with EJK or torture, which were the abuses that the security forces
were accused of committing. Only four of the cases dealt with human rights of
victims because of their actual or suspected political beliefs and those were the
guardsman arrested in connection with the killings of the four American
churchwomen.
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The Treasury police have regularly been implicated in human rights violations,
frequently directed at young people.

Constitutionally, the president is commander in chief of the military and
security forces, all of which are responsible to him through the Minister of
Defense. Units of the regular military continue to be cited for arbitrary
detentions and abductions in the capital and in towns throughout the country.
The regular army and the new US trained rapid deployment forces, the Atlacatl,
Ramon Belloso and Atonal Brigades are frequently cited as responsible for
massive killings of non-combatants.

Paramilitary groups — the countryside is patrolled by members of ORDEN,
which is a civilian paramilitary unit established in 1967 and operates in
conjunction with the army and security units. It also operates under the name of
Frente Democratico Nacionalista and Al obtained evidence that suggests that
the death squads are made up of ORDEN personnel.

Testimony to the US Congress in April 1981 by former Salvadoran military
doctor Captain Ricardo Fiallos stated that the forces of the extreme right or the
Death Squads do not operate independent of the security forces.

Colonel Adolfo Arnoldo Majano, who was an original Junta member and was
forced from government in December 1980, has also stated that high level
members of government including Defense Minister Jose Garcia, former
Deputy Defense Minister Col Carranza and Colonel Gutierrez... are covering
up the actions of such rightists groups.

11. Memo re: Satisfaction of Many Military Officers with Assassination of Leaders........... 801
of the Revolution Democratic Front (FDR): Belief that the same Tactics Should be Used
to Eliminate Other Leftist Leaders.

Excerpt:

Many senior and mid level military and national guard (GN) officers believe
that the assassination of the six leaders of the Revolutionary Democratic Front
on November 27, 1980 was a positive act. While the Revolutionary Junta has
publicly promised an investigation into the killings, it is not expected to be
carried out. The military believes that the FDR leaders were extremist
terrorists or “useful fools” for the terrorists and deserved to be killed. The
Junta believes that the U.S. will protest the killings but they believe they can
exist without U.S. government support. The military will turn to Argentina,
Chile, and Guatemala and the private investments from the Salvadoran
oligarchs currently in exile. It is believed that either the Treasury Police, the
National Police or the National Guard were responsible for the deaths, Many
military believe they are wasting their time fighting low level terrorists in the
countryside and need to focus their resources on the leftist leaders operating in
the capital city. These feelings were expressed by several mid-level army
officers on November 28, 1980 in the presence of Col Jose Garcia Merino,
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Minister of Defense and Nicolas Carranza, sub-minister of defense and both
General Garcia and Carranza indicated they supported this line of thinking.
From the comments of all those present during this conversation, it was clear
that General Garcia, Carranza and the other officers present accepted as fact
that the military services were responsible for the assassination of the six
leaders.

. Summary of DOS cable (illegible number and date), from AMEM San Salvador .......... 803
to Secretary of State, Washington D.C. (3 cables).

Subject:

Text:

Ambassador and COMUTILGP presentation of helicopter proposal to JRG
and High Command, August 21

Ambassador indicated continuing United States support for Junta and its
policies of carrying out reforms and democratization but noted serious
problems were being created in that relationship by continuing violence of
extreme right which was perceived to be and often actually was condoned by
the military. U.S outlined proposal to lease helicopters which included 5
conditions related to limiting the violence and measuring GOES’ success in
meeting the 5 conditions. Garcia’s reaction: human rights goals were good
but El Salvadoran idiosyncrasies were not being taken into account. By that
he meant abuses by the military should be handled quietly and in house. He
agreed there had been abuses but did not think it was a good idea to proclaim
that fact. He vouched for the efforts of the Junta and High Command to
improve human rights and said United States recommendations are being
carried out. However it was one thing to carry them out voluntarily and
another to have them enforced by another country —i.e., the country’s dignity
was offended. Ambassador White pointed out that some progress in human
rights had been made in El Salvador but more needed to be done.

KK. Summary of DOS Cable, 021338Z, Feb. 1982, from AMEM in San Salvador to............ 814
U.S. Secretary of State, Washington, D.C.

Subject:

Text:

More on Alleged Morazén Massacre: San Antonio Abad; and Nuns

U.S Defense Attaché tried to identify which units of Salvadoran Army were in
El Mozote at the time of the massacre. General Garcia wanted no one other
than himself to deal with that question. Garcia said the Morazéan business was
a “Novela”, pure Marxist propaganda devoid of foundation. The attaché stated
that he was concerned over the references to the Atlacat! battalion and Lts.
Caceres and Ortega had been engaged at El Mozote. Garcia acknowledged
knowing Lt. Caceres and said that he was an honorable soldier who would
never kill women and children. He denied knowing Ortega. He admitted that
the Atlacatl Battalion had been at El Mozote during the December sweep but
reiterated that the story was a pack of lies. Garcia stated that he would talk to
Caceres to get his side of the story and be prepared when he got to
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Washington. He said that he would examine the daily action reports received
from units in the operation reporting on friendly, enemy and other causalities.

As for the San Antonio Abad incident, allegation that it was being distorted by
the press as part of a campaign. Neighbors had reported suspicious meetings
at a house and when the troops of the first brigade went to the house, they
were fired upon. The Brigade returned fire so those in the house who were
killed were killed in action. Weapons were seized from the house. Claims of
rapes and women being killed was nothing more than leftist propaganda. The
women who were killed were guerillas. Garcia stated that he was sure of these
facts because he had discussed the incident directly with Col. Palacios,
Brigade Commander. The defense attaché advised Garcia that some of the
dead showed signs of torture and many had been killed with bullets to the
head. Garcia did not try to explain the inconsistencies except to say that it was
plot to discredit the armed forces. The defense attaché agreed that there
appeared to be some factual basis for the exaggerated stories but urged Garcia
to exhort his commander to exercise more rigorous control over their forces.

It was also mentioned that Garcia’s account of the San Antonio Abad incident
is inconsistent with Palacio’s report that there was a fire which caused
confusion which led to possibly innocent people being killed.

LL. Summary of DOS Cable (illegible) Feb 82, from AMEM San Salvador to...................... 820
Secretary of State, Washington D.C.

Subject: Chat with General Garcia.
Text: Prior to visit to US, Garcia he was told to be ready to answer questions
regarding Morazin Massacre. “He was his usual cocky self. ‘I’ll deny it and
prove it fabricated.””
MM. Summary of DOS cable 192334Z May 83(illegible). ..uueuneeereeeeieeveiesrirrseeeeeseerenene 822
Subject: Travel to El Salvador by Captain Eduardo Avila Avila, Alleged Conspirator in
the 1980 Assassinations of Two U.S. Citizens in the San Salvador Sheraton
Hotel.
Text: Captain Eduardo (Avila) Avila, a Salvadoran rightist armed forces officer

alleged to have been a conspirator in the assassinations of two U.S. citizens in
the San Salvador Sheraton Hotel currently spends most of his time living in
Uruguay but is able to visit El Salvador frequently. When in El Salvador,
Avila resides at a private home in Santa Tecla adjacent to a National Guard
headquarters. The private home is in fact a National Guard safe house which
is protected by armed guards provided by the National Guard and civil
defense. When Avila is present in Santa Tecla, the National Guard provides
him with a security team of at least six men armed with automatic weapons.
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There is substantial support for Captain Avila within the armed forces,
especially among rightist officers. It is unlikely that Avila will ever be
arrested in El Salvador as long as he retains the support of D’ Aubuisson and
the rightist military officers.

NN. Summary of DOS cable 021700Z May 80, from AMEM San Salvador 1o....................... 825
Secretary of State, Washington D.C.

Subject: Conversation with UCS Leaders

Text: Labor Attaché commented that the killings in the countryside. Seemed to be
coming from all directions and that he had heard that local National Guard
commanders bore much of the responsibility for the repression. The (UCS)
directors agreed but named three officials who could stop the repression if
they wished, Garcia, Carranza (sub minister of Defense), and Vides. They
added that three are not in favor of Junta reforms and are allowing lower
ranking officers to obstruct them.

00. A Staff Report to the Committee on Foreign Relations US Senate, Nov 1983................. 828
Subject: Central America: Treading Dangerous Waters

Text: Increased US military activity in Central America is having a profound impact
on nations of the region in terms of their own domestic situations. Politically,
the government of EL Sal is slowly moving toward elections. Human rights
violations continue with the military leadership admitting no responsibility for
the killing and abuses. There has been no progress in the cases of the murdered
Americans and the prime military suspects still remain free.

The change in leadership from Garcia to Casanova, plus strong urgings by U.S.
military personnel seem to have resulted in a revitalized military. The military
leadership is quick to point out to visiting US delegations that the new military
attitude includes instructions in human rights and human relations. The military
is optimistic about the new strategy and tactics.

PP. Summary of DOS cable 291802Z Jun 88, from AMEM San Salvador to....................... 837
Secretary of State Washington D.C.

Subject: “Post Reporting Plan: Military’s Response” (3 of 7)

Text: The Code of Silence; The solidarity of the officer corps in covering up human
rights violations does not imply that all officers commit violations or condone
them. The officer corps’ tolerance of officers who order human rights
violations is only part of a syndrome of tolerance of incompetence and willful
misconduct by other officers. Not only has no high ranking officer ever been
convicted of a human rights viclation none has been dismissed for ineptitude
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in combat or gross misuse of government funds or other corrupt practices. The
solidarity of the officer corps is in part a conspiracy to keep closet skeletons
from awakening. In the early 1980s when the military was fighting a dirty
war with little aid from the outside, it is likely that some who are now colonels
ordered acts of violence that they would not like resurfaced, even though they
would probably be granted amnesty from prosecution. The drastic change in
human rights observance in recent years did not occur because all the
offenders were dismissed from the service or sent to foreign lands as attaches.
It came about because officers still on active duty changed their methods as
better tools for fighting the war were made available to them.

QQ. Summary of unidentified cable, 200047Z Jul 83, (heavily redacted). .......cvcvvvvnrervivaenns 340

Subject:

Text:

Reluctance of the Salvadoran Minister of Defense to Prosecute Military
Officers for Alleged Human Rights Violations

Minister of Defense Vides Casanova confided to officers of the Salvadoran
General Staff that he was troubled over the attention given by the media and
human rights group to the atrocity that was committed by the military in the
Sonsonate Department. The atrocity involved the murder of 18 peasant
members of a cooperative farm on February 22, (no year given) Eyewitness
said it was the uniformed members of the 6" Detachment under Commander
Captain Salvador Figueroa Morales. Vides stated that he did not doubt that
Figueroca was guilty of supervising the massacre or the troops but the media
attention is bad for troop morale and he instructed the Chief of the Armed
Forces Press Commission to play down the incident in media. Vides
transferred Figueroa from Sonsonate to Morazan as punishment in lieu of
prosecution. He appointed Lt Colonel Denis Moran, a well known rightist
implicated in the murders of two U.S. citizens in the Sheraton Hotel, as head
of the Engineer Instruction Center. (CIIFA)

RR. U.S. Department of State Memo from R. Melton to E. Abrams re.; Meeting ........occuvnene. 842
with Salvadoran Chief of Staff, Gen. Adolfo Blandon, June 29 (yvear illegible).

Text:

President Duarte and El Salvadoran Armed Force (“ESAF”) have been
successful at turning the human rights situation around. However, the failure
to bring to trial any officer for past, documented abuses continues to
undermine efforts to show the world how the situation has improved. Recent
reports about possible executions by the Arce Battalion and several alleged
abductions and murders by other units are now raising questions about gains
to date. The ESAF should act to investigate fully and to dismiss from the
military officers involved in past or current abuses.

SS.  Summary of U.S. Government Cable (illegible) June 88: AMEM in San........................ 845
Salvador to U.S. Secretary of State.
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Subject: Post Reporting Plan, Military’s Response to Human Rights Accusations

Text: Discussion of how officer misconduct is still tolerated. Things have improved
overall, but the military’s code of silence makes it difficult to go after any
high ranking officer. Not only has no higher ranking officer ever been
convicted of a human rights violation, none has been dismissed for ineptitude
in combat, or gross misuse of government funds or other corrupt practices.
The Embassy has met many good officers, but has yet to meet the one who
will cast the first stone. Institutional and attitudinal changes are needed.

TT. Memorandum re: Belief Among Christian Democratic Party (PDC) Leaders .............. 866
that the Salvadoran Right is Increasing Its Influence in the Armed Forces. (June 1983).

Text: During a June 16, 1983 meeting of the fourteen Christian Democratic Party
(PDC) Departmental Secretary Generals, the PDC officials expressed
unanimous concern that the Salvadoran extreme right has increased its
influence in the armed forces since the appointment of General Casanova as
Minister of Defense. Concerns relate to Casanova’s appointment and failure
to remove individuals implicated in past atrocities.

UU.  Summary of U.S. Government Cable 301800Z, Oct 1979: AMEM in San ..................... 869
Salvador to U.S. Secretary of State, Washington, D.C. (2 parts).

Subject: Assistance to New Government of El Salvador

Text: U.S. officials met with the Revolutionary Governing Junta (JRG), including
Defense Minister Garcia. They discussed economic, social and political
reform. They also discussed the problems relating to political prisoners and
the disappearance of individuals. ' '

Indicated to Garcia that they recognized the necessity to defend the JRG and
Salvadoran society against political violence, but urged that this be done with
minimal counter-violence.

VV. Summary of U.S. Government Cable 2723202, Oct 1980: AMEM inSan..............onvuu.. 874
Salvador to U.S. Secretary of State, Washington, D.C.

Subject: Meeting with Minister and Vice-Minister of Defense

Text: Describes meeting with Minister of Defense Garcia and Vice-Minister
Carranza. Ambassador White emphasized the need to control right wing
violence and to put an end to the abuses committed by the military. Carranza
was included in the meeting because he and Garcia “inseparable.” The
Ambassador thought that Carranza’s presence was helpful to make any
progress. The Ambassador informed Garcia that the entire world believed that
the security forces were involved in right wing violence and that restoring the
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reputation of the Junta required special efforts to bring rightists under control.
Garcia pleaded his good faith and denied attachments to either the right or left
and claimed his only objective was to bring peace and order to the country.

Garcia accepted the Ambassador’s suggestion to appear on television to read
the Junta’s new decree ordering the military to observe civilized standards and
protect human rights. He agreed that his appearance would lend greater force
to the decree.

The report includes a comment from the Ambassador that there is something
of an “alice-in-wonderland air” to his conversation with Garcia and Carranza.
He goes on to state that Garcia knows perfectly well that some middle and low
level members of the military are involved in death squads and other right
wing violence, and as long the Ambassador attempts to continue with civilized
discourse, there is no way to break through Garcia’s adopted pose.

WW. Photograph: El Salvador. 1981. Members of ruling Junta take salute .............cooun... 879
(dark sunglasses) Guillermo Garcia-Defense Minister, to his right, VP Jaime Gutierrez,
far right, Colonel Castillo-Deputy Chief of Staff.

II.  Legislative History of Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004
(IRTPA).

XX. John Cannan, Legislative History of Anti-Atrocity Alien Deportation.............venenennn. 881
Provisions, Law Library of Congress (March, 2010), including Senate Report Nos. 107-
144 (April 25, 2002) and 108-209 (November 24, 2003).

General Garcia was referenced in the legislative history of one of the
predecessors of the IRTPA amendments, the Anti-Atrocity Alien Deportation
Act of 2001 (S.864). The Senate Report for that bill cited a 2002 Amnesty
International USA publication, The United States of America: A Safe Haven
for Torturers, that documents General Garcia as a case study for an individual
alleged to be responsible for human rights abuses in his home country.

YY. Senate Report No. 107-144, Anti-Atrocity Alien Deportation Act of 2001 (April ........... 889
25, 2002) (referred to in XX).

ZZ. Senate Report No. 108-209, Anti-Atrocity Alien Deportation Act of 2003..............c..e.... 900
(November 24, 2003).

AAA. Amnesty International USA, United States of America: A Safe Haven for..........cc.n..... 211
Torturers (20020).

Excerpt from page 48 of the Report:
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In 1993, the United Nations sponsored Truth Commission in El Salvador
concluded that Vides Casanova concealed the fact that the murders had been
carried out pursuant to superior orders and that Garcia made no serious effort
to investigate those responsible for the murders. Robert E. White, former U.S.
Ambassador to El Salvador, has testified that the failure of Garcia, Vides
Casanova, and other members of the Salvadoran military high command to
take serious action to investigate and prosecute human rights abuses by their
personnel led to the deaths of thousands including the American women.

DHS herby advises the Immigration Court that it may supplement the record of
proceeding with additional evidence depending on the outcome of discussions with respondent’s
counsel regarding stipulations to evidence and the Department’s review of the respondent’s
evidentiary submissions. Any amendments to this list will be submitted in accordance with the

local EOIR filing guidelines.

espectfully submitted,

iina Garrett-Jackson
Brian McGloin
Assistant Chief Counsels

Miami Office of the Chief Counsel

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
United States Department of Homeland Security
333 South Miami Avenue

Suite 200

Miami, Florida 33130

(o) (6)

$- 2410

Date
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Jose Guillermo GARCIA-MERINO

(b) (6)

PROOF OF SERVICE

On May 24, 2010, I, Loren G. Coy, Senior Attorney, sent a copy of this Notice of Filing of

Department of Homeland Security and any attached pages to Alina Cruz, Esquire, attorney for

the respondent at the following address: 6303 Blue Lagoon Drive, Suite 400 Miami, Florida

ﬂ?ﬂﬂ Express overnight delivery. .
ferV fﬂﬂ/] 2410
T / _

u ) Date
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~—fGver the T proof that.exists-of; thc.comphclty of ccnam Telements Of the Secmf?‘Fomes Tepusar

*¥ibe assassination of the FDR leaders”tl'irly this was somcthmg iing the i rmhﬁry didmot™™
¥ comsider-usefuldo.introduce.into.the, couversation-and they mAdE O eHOR 1o rebut My ==

“Stated- assumptmmof:SecmmForces’fcomphcxty 1 evaluate their performance

throughout the long session as a searching probe to test the flexibility, if any, in the

United States’ position. When [Dr.] Avalos described our stand as biackmail, [ rejected

his charge categorically. What we were arguing, I said, was that the Government of El

Salvador had to {cope] with this incident in such a way as to convince world opinion that

it bad no sympathy or tolerance for such barbaric acts.

14, Atour PG Biedk. For{eign] Minfister] Chavez Mena hinted strongly that once the
military had rested the United States’ position, they would open up [ ] negotiations with
the Christian Democrats over the terms of a new military/PDC compact. My guess is,
however, that before these negotiations begin, the military leadership is going to have to
come to terms with its own power structure, i.c., [change the terms of their] arrangement
with the supposedly subordinate commanders of all major units. This is where the basic
problem {will] lie because it is where the real power in this country lies. A substantial
oumber of military officers strongly approve the assassination of the FDR leaders and
believe that it is a major step toward ridding the country of the leftist menace. They seek
carte blanche to step up the bloodbath against the left, broadly defined as they define the
treat. Total disaster lies in this direction. We believe the indiscriminate killings, as in
Nicaragua, will unite the people against the regime. It can be headed off still but time is
running out. We should recognize how hard it will be to [keep] the military [together
within barness] with the Christian Democrats given the [inflamed] feclings on both sides,
but it is the only way to avoid a civil war the right will ultimately lose.
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SUDIt CHERGE QITES PRAELSIDEXT DUARTE MAXE UF BUSASICYED XyxLrary
OF .8, CHURCHIONEXN

L, (F-EnTYIRL TEXT.)

T, SUNMARYt ®E DISCUSSED LATIRT LEADS X THE MURDERS OfF THY
AKERICAN CHYRCHYONEXR WITH PRISIDIXT OUARTC oXx APRIL 2i. &¢
SATE HIN THE XANE OF THE SERSIAXT IW CHAXGE 8F THT

XLTIORAL SYARD DETAIL AT THE KATIGXNREL AIRPOAT THE XI{SHY of
DICENSLR I AKD QUTLINID ANONALIES THAT CAST SUSPICIOX ONK THIE
UKIT. HE YRILD US TO PUT PRICSYRE OK THWE NMIXISTER OF DEFECXSE
AYD JURTA YICE PRISIOZINT GUTICARCY T3 LT OR THLSY LEADS
PROAPTLY. LND SFUanAIY .-

3. THIRE 1S 1O EYIDTXCE THAT THE EXSASEY'S SOUACE &F (MFIARA-
TIOK ON THE KUKS' CASE ¥JLL SOCX BI IX TCULH WITH THE EAdALTY
AGAIN TO PACYIDE THL JADDITICHAL SAMIS, DRA¥INT OX OTHER
INFORMATION, THEALTCRI, THE CHRAZE, AT A RBITTINSG ¥ITH JUXT:
FREISIDZIXT DUKRATE nQixIXNT OF APRIL 21, BAVIE THE PALSIDEHT &

ﬁf’ PAPER MITH THI RAMNE OF THE SUR-SEASCANY, CoL1uDALY

AL w2 AN IA 82378 w1 I 92 Xi1liv¥l

ALEAAN, MO %AS IX CMARCEL #f THI SOXX03A XALIONAL DITALL

* } . . R 871

~

001173



& <) RV
>

S INCOMING
W=y - Department of State

A/ " TELEGRAM

SEMRET
nE > SAN 5S4 @7998 =) GF 02 2121557

A FEHANY WHN UAS TH CHAIGF NF TWE GUARBDTIA NACTONAL NETaTY
* TSTLF THFE TINTERNATIQWAL 4IRPART nn THE NIGWT OF NECENBER
« CHAGLF POINTED DUT THAT WHILE TWIS Mamie nawE Hap
PPEIKFD ON FARLIER LINTS OF SECUATTY FOOCT OFo3SONNEL IN
F ARFA, HIX FINGERPRTINTS HAD NNT BFEN INFRLIIDFD AMQONG
nSKE SURHITYEN TO THE FAI FNR COMDARISOY WITH THOSE FAUND
N THE NUNST VEHYCLE, 4 FURTHER ANNMALY T3 THAT COLINDRESN
FMAKNIS DFCLAQATION TA THFE INVESTTGATING CONMTSSION AND
nSE nf OTHFR GUAROTA MFMAEDS IN HIN NETATL STATE THAT THEY
EQE Ow NUTY JUST NUTSTDE THF MATN TFRMINAL- FRAK 731pA © M
* DECFMRER 2 UNTIL 1343 4,, OV NEFLEMBFR 3 B8xT OHR INQUIQIES
DICATE THAY THF LAST FLIGHT T0 4PRIVF AT THE INTERNATIONAL
1RPAKY NN T D NIGHT QF NECEMAFR 2 C4ME TN AT <130 P,. ALL
MASFNRERS FRAGM ROTHK TMESE FLIGHTS CLEARED CHSTOMS AMD LEFT
ARONT Btem P M, IF THTS DETAIL WERE IVSPECNTTING AUTONOAILEN
3 FOPMING P CANVOYS TN SaAN RaLViDAR UNTTL {1088 A _M,, TKEY
Otln WAVE HAD NATHING TN Np FOOM At1ad P,K, AN, YET THFIR
ZLARaTTONS STAYE THAT THFY WFRE wANNINR THE FHECYXPNINT
90UGHONT THIS PERIND, CHARGE TWEN TOLD POESINENT DIUIAQTE '
HaT LaB TFSTS IN THE HNITED STATES INDICATEN THAT THE
“v0tA Van Hﬁp HFEN AURNFD WITH AYTATINN GASALTNE,

o DHADTE was SRFATLY TMPRESSEN WITH AL THI® TNFORMATTOQON
UT ASWER PARTICULARLY THAT THF (L AQQRPATOGY RCEPART AF MAQF
sltaalLF YO THE JUDRE IM THF rFASE STNCE [T GESRESENTEN AN
wPLOTANTY RREAMTHENUAH IM THF THNVESTIGATIQON, OfMARTE =ATQ
HAT U THE RARIR OF INFNRYNATION POEVINUALY ORAVIQOFD HTS
SPTYCTOMS M4D CEMTEREN 01N YHE MACTEVDL 901 [FE PNAST 4T SAN
At TALPA AND TWAT TW H1S REQUEST TN £QLONEI MUNTFROQSA,
Eall UF THF TNVESRTTIGATING COMMISSIAN, “E MAN ANkFD SPECIF]=-
LY TRAT TUE WFAPQNS 0F THF AETATL OH NAyYTY AT SaM _TUAN
LPA THE NIAMT AF QRCFHRER 2 8F CPLLECTED AMU BALLISTIC
ATA DATAINEN FRAM TWEM_ DK NATFD THaAT Iw A CANVEQRSATION
SECRFT
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[LAST WFEX WITH EMBASEY PNLITICIL COUNSELNR, ﬂOﬂONEL
MONTFRQOSA HAD S4I0 THAT THE DJRECTORS OF THF THQEE SECUCITY
FORPCFS«=NATINNML POLICF, TRE&SHRY POLICE AND TWE NATTIOMAL
GUARN=<MID DFENTEDN THAT aMNY OF THFIR TRNQDS WERFE MANNING ANY
ROA0ALALK TM THE VICTNTTY AF S4N JuiM TaLPA AN THE NIGHT OF
NEREMBER 2 AND THaT

ULn NOr RE APPROPRIATE

TO CALLERT DR TEST THETR WEAPQONS,

Be AT THTIS JUNCTIRF, CONVEPSATION SHIFTEN TO TYE SHERATOW
MUPDFR CASF !SEPTEL), THERFAFTER, TN A PHILOSO®MICAL.
PISCHSSIAN OF THE IMPLICATIONS IN RQTH CASFS Fnl THE JRG AND
B3G, DUARTE SATD THAT TT7 WNULD BFE FSSENTIAL Fpe THE CHIRGE
TO MLKE THF SawE PREAEMTATION TO TWE TW0 SENTOD WILITAPRY
NFFICIALS NF TWE GAVFRMHFNT, JIINT4 VICE PRESTDFNT COI.ONEL
GUTIFRBEY INN NREFENSF MINISTER CALONFL GAACIs, OUARTF SATQD
THAT AT nUR 1LAST JNINT MEETING WITH NUARTE AuD GUTTEPRFZ,
FUTIFERZEY KaAn QEACTEN VERY EMQTINKALLY TN THF NnISCHUSSINAN,
FXPLNDFD IN 9AGE AT NUARTE AFTER OIJR DFPIRTUDE, THRELTENED
TQ RESTGN FRAN THE GNVERNMENT, AND THEREAFTER uUah GaNE IwTN
SErLnSTON FOR 72 HOURS, RUTIERAEZ 4CRUSEN NUARTE QF LSING
THE 11,8, EMBASSY TN OUT PRESSURE ON THE ARMER FORCES IN THE
INTEQEST QF THE CHRIATTAN NEMOMRATTIC PARTY. THTS Wi§

QIHP| Y Nl')T TEUI'-' ﬂUT TT '{F,IQLY pEgULrED IN THE rOLL‘P‘E OF
THE IRR, CHARTE ASXEN THAT, TN OTSFUSSTING A0TH THESE.

MUDUFR CASFS wTTHW SEMIAR pILTIY4QY AFEIRERS, WE NAT RfFrH T
NUR PHIOD “EFTTINA W]TH DUARTF [N TWUE [NTEREST NnF NNT
TNFLAMMING THES 4GAINST THE ©0fn RUT BATHER ASSUATHE THAT

d THFY UMDFHRATANN ThFSE ARE CROCTAL AUESTINNE FlUo TKF 1150
VIS=a=vix THF sa| viQnuaw ACHMF) FORFES, ¢DHIOTC: 2 TO™ r,rr.,._nl
E}iﬂdiﬂ"'ﬁfﬂTT';T‘Ht PN S PARTRER ST PN TH'—; ”‘Q“E“‘"PUDC“S“‘"[*}F
AT E UL MEARL Y IMPIR{ACE ANY Frroqr"TﬂrPddqu"oe*rvrn

B TRANSFER“LNY" SALRIFER OF WHLITEVED PanK -RERAHSF YHE. FILITEWW ;
.“TNvTrTuTrONH!ntIQLFD~nu-nxsg¢puqyJHGglishogﬂﬁp,oan_.S“‘N&
UHFN'IY rr{r}se

on

R 873

SOSURURU i . | OO

001175



oe TS
0063949

s _ INCOMING
c sy - - D / tof Stat
s DT o/ TR EGRAM

g

21 APR8I222 2

K
1 Ty 7 i
e -
SECRETY NODB1S
SAnE B9 SAN S 2903 22 pfF a2 2122147

ACTINN NODS -0

{NFO npCveny ARS =00 /%) W

-—--------------—-012,2“2 ,1,2‘52 ’51
T 2121097 ipR ay )
TH OAMENMBASSY SAN SALVANRDP

TO SFCATATE WASHAC IWMEDTATE 343R
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'HE RQVEQNMENT HAD ALMNST COLLAPSEN TN LATF NEREMBER
WHEN TuE PNC DEMANDEN THE SEMOVAL NF COALONFL CARRAMNIA A4S
“ILE MYNTSTER OF FFENYE AND THE TPANSFES NF CALONEYL
084N 4NO L NUMBFR QF NTHED RIRHTIRT OFFICERS, UNLIGCKETECYD)
RHETRED FURCES TRAD - CANCENEDS AN ETHE~REASS IGUNENT-AF-CALNNELY
AN A Bl T KA D S IN S TS TED AN T O EF ERGING - THE  OTHER T TR ANSFERS TS
O AvOTlU GIVING THF THORFSXION TQ THE AFFICE® CORPR THAT
ME HIRAM CNMMAND WAS RESPONDINR TQ PRESSURFS FaOM THE
. PUT 4ND 1SCH, NNW, IN RESSONSE YO 1 DFVELQPINE FRISTS OVER
POHE_FASES OF THE.NUNS—ANA.THF, _ATELD NFFIRIALE I TRE ABREDG Tt
09 eSS s Y e TR AN FERBEN. A NUMBERTOE P TRl EVEL AFETFERS wHa: "
STEVE TR URRE, L TR Y- nFa R TEUT TS Fma CTIVIT (£S5, SUT REAPTTF. -0

STRE SUY AR ANGETRETOEW TN, WRTCH £ OLONEL .. M00A N T $TRIGELY T
AIuaRaEn FDRLRULALBICT LY, THETHIGM MO nAND~ 0EFUSEX"TO AR T

ITHORYEL LIN TUE CASE AF AILTITARY DEOSANVEI 1ROLECATED [N
THE MyoyeR QF THE WMEATCAN CHUQCHSNMEN anND pPRgslaLy Tue
IFLD NFFINTALS, [T WILL 8F FSSENTT.L FOe THE uSA Tg golINg
fv PHFSSURE Tn RELR Uw THE ARYED FQORCES THEwWSFLVES TO T4kE
lAcrlnNL PRFSTDFNT NUARTE S4ID THAT ME WYa% nRLTTIFIEN YO BF

MFJRFED OF BRANGOESS QN THFSE TNVESTIGATIONS AMD THAT WE
Oirbn PO EVESYTHING ME COUILD TN FHSURE THAT JUeTICE V4§
NUNE Bl Twat vhF PRECTeINN WNYLD KAVE TO AF winf AY THP
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Ml lTAaPrY Tn QDTSCIPLINE OR puNfSH THE]IQ OWN PENPILE, HE AGREEDN THIT
THE MIpITASYy HiQ TO SECORNTZF THAT THE TIME Han COYE TO RESOLYE

THFSF rASES IN TYE [NTFREST OF US-R0ES RELATIOMS,

7. CAMMENTt WE FELT IT ESSFNTIAL TN MOVE ARINST THE

GUARNI A NACRTYONAL SURSERGEANT DFESPITE THE FACT .THAT wE HAVE

NOT PEEN AALE YO ORTAIN YHE NAMES NF- THE QTHFR T200PS IN KIS
A0UANn, THIN WILL AR SUSJECTY OF SEPTEL., WE PAnT®CTED QUR TRUE
SOUREE ANU  LEFT OUAQTE WITH THE GFNERAL [MPRESSTON THAT THE
FUARNIS NACINNAL HAD BFEN FINGERED BY THE PERULTS. OF INVESTIGATIANS

‘AHR 1 AR TESTS Th WASKINGTOM, IV PAoTICULAR THE BALLISNTICS YESTS NN

~una
M.

THFE CHFHICLIL TFSTS INDICATING AVTATINN GASNLTNCS WAS IISED IM
THF -RURNINGE NF THE VAN, NE RECNGMITE THAT METTUER NF THENE
LARORAYDRY TFSYS IS CONCLUSIVE AND THAT N CAMPARISONS CiN
RE MADE RY THE BALLIATICS FXPERTS HNTIL THF VEAPONS NF THE
SEruelYY FARRE PFRAONNFL AOFE COLLENTED AND SAMOLFS FUANISHED
TD TWHE FRI' : .

CLHAPTN
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iBymthesRopers/Howdler-Missionas™

The principal prnblcm facing U.S. policy is to hold open
"middle option."™ fﬁTthouﬁﬁ“ﬁﬁﬁgﬁroﬁpDQUWHﬁvrh&»emcmgcu~ Lo
leftist government | hn€*}p:mfﬁc«m0| ugﬁgﬁ?ﬁlncd*ﬁnrvﬂl 51'n:fu

“&hc“fﬁ?‘rlrht'frc'ﬁ?cafﬁ i I3

~
o

2 ‘p??%ﬁ?ztswu[wnrgovcrnmont*o

§ _hnvé’bedﬁ‘??ﬁ??“?ﬁsE'Hi“'ﬁhen ex: MET“FVD"ﬁuﬁﬁf?son»was»an:esfq

I3 b?’"ﬁéwnayanistas*

e .

-3 THE prlnu;paLndangerSwFOf”tr"“ﬁTWdlc oﬁr1on" SATETTNC

w |WoTsentiipTeconomiTE S IUT oY i suipe’ 5?“”T”Tf15T2W1“1@nteghl

5 |therpolarizationnof=Sy1va aUBTaRcsocidty ., Economic deLPcr1t|on.

« {prolonged and increasing lack of personal sccurity, plus waning

=~ fthapes for the survival of a "moderate” goverament are all contr
i o}

ing to this frustration and the accompanying polarization.
“reached the point that an overwhelming numher of Salvadorans hav
JRG; addhere

had to make their choice: whether to stick with the .
to some "establishment":government that might cmerge from this
or look to an unknown left, devoid of credible leaders and

In a choice between far 1¢ft and far right, an unknowt.

one;
a "rightist” solution,

rolicigs.
percentage of Salvadorans mipht opt flor
whatever the hrutalities, but the miss ol people would becoue

sullen and rebellious as the rightist course. picked up stcanm.

~~~~~ or Llasepariere it

ﬁerVTngrlmmcdlamcwmxddlc TR gpp
umiddlewcourseiwitdn Vel ve arouﬁaguunﬂmxng NS R K uujthu
act1?u¢ut§ﬂ"frf?fﬁ}nirvc16ﬁéﬁr$!nffthﬁ*ﬁrm ”ﬂl ECuri . Jorles,
WRTTe™ PETmitting the continneu® exlstehcofof*rho<cﬂtraﬂltlan.1
clements -- such as “the Army™ -- in which the large body of the

Salvadoran public contxnues to belicve.

',lfwsymbol1c~”hcads'roll' EQ{QTT' nmplehﬂéhe ﬁF?TEnhfgjrq;tors
r~oﬁwthewﬂac1enda*Pollcc =t he¥NA fTonn 1¥PoTi¢e ar evcn"ﬂé“Nulnunnl
"Guard === ETWO U TU T ?ccnta1n d1stanceqtowards?é*iorlngwpublxc

fETtR™in the "mxddleI éourse.".,.

A more effective but more dlff:cult reform would be the
Jntegratxon of the %cparﬂtc, virtually out-of-control "police
forces' into the army.  Assuming there arve army officers who can
be made to stand up. for, discipline and order, they could-at
least try to impose total ;ntegrntlon on the sccurity services
with their large quotients! bf officers and non-coms wha are

thugs d bsters. 7/ ‘4o .
L. b4 -i-ln mobster ! !' ; - 1,_.;. PLAINTIFF'S
> . - L E‘XHIB‘T
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. . >
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Femdins.

p e T e . . . IV o T e i
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B PITIE Th i s Tt A L IR PSR S ot Ll s SR Y I s TR Facz
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Creation of a *"Distinpuished Investigations Cou

.

t'.ll-i:pr H
foo :

ks tan
ISSION

that would include ranking military officers as well as civilian

proliticians and church Icaders might offer genuine rodress to
penuine pgricevances against military members’ depredations.

who. would dare sit on such a Commission?

L 4

-  VWe do not see )

But

1at a merc analysis pf the incideat of the

murder - of the Catlioclig -women would accomplish what should be

the recal objectives of ‘the Rogers' mission: tSnmcthinn miust he
done to dismantle the whole structure of repression which struck
these Catholic women as only four more victims among the thousands
claimed this year by rightist death squadds and sccurity lorces

participants.

vielence, but right-wing and officinl violence must
or the "middle option'” will disappear and EV Salvador will il
into thc bands of right- or left-wing extremists with whom the

U.5. canpot.cooperate.  ;

Obvionsly, littlc can be donc about-left-wing

he contained
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“NAPARTS OF AUVIDORAN 4ARY WISSTCRES "AF “GAKEN Ao~ CHILOREN V////
FALONGTTHE RIQ. LEMPUANG IN. CRAUATENANGT, INDEZN, OUR OMN - o oo .
OFFIELALY MERE-WITHESIES-T0 4~ MACHINE -GUN . ATTagx ow’ Aﬂrlﬂsﬂrgg
CUNLRKED CIVILIANA BY HELTCOPTER ‘““*1 “ABOITALIC AONiNISe-
TRATOR RIVERA v NAMAS MaA ALREAQY CALLYD ATTENTION TN THE RlD
LEMPL INCINENT IN A TALK WITW UPT, WHICH HAS SUBSECUENTLY -
BEZN DISTORTED AND EYPLOITED 8Y PADIO MAVANA,

C o

"3, SULGREATED TILKING POINTSI

==aTHE INTERNATINNAL COMMUNEST PROPAGANDL SFFOOT AGAINST
EL S4LvANOR HWas ACCUSEN THZ JRAMED FOURCES 3ITVERAL TINES
RECENTLY OF RENDCINE DURING ITS

OPERITIONS', wWE ang ATT(H’T!NG TO CAUNTER THAT PROPACANDA,

==«CREATION NF FREF FINE LONES IM EL JALVADOR AR ARNYe

AIR rORCE REWAVIAR 48 IF SUCH IONES EXIST COULN MAVE GRAVEST
CONSFEQUENCES FNR DUR CONTINUED CROPERATINH AND OUR KOPRS 10
PRAVIOE CONTINUDED U,8, ASSIATANCE,

w=eUL S, PURLIC CPINION AND CONRRESSIONSL snpsoetl FOR .
ADﬂlNI‘THATInH COULD BF RsPINLY FRODED UHL'SS §IHCIA AMQ
COMPANY XEFP THEIR FOARCEN UNDE® STRICT CONTRAL ,

fie IN MY VIEW, GARCT4 VILL TAKF MESSAGE WORE SERIOQUSLY IF .
IT CaMES FrOm SRECDEF A8 WELL 43 FROM 3ECSTaTE, -IN aQNITION,
PERMAPA RLUKT TalLX By SENIOR U,$, RENERAL, E,G. CHATTMAN,
JCS, wrULD BE FFFECTIVE.
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The resent oompromias wilh the cogoverning Christian Donocrats

proeises little ohange tn the wilitary's autonomy or uitimgte control
of the govarmment.

- g i e T e e oreeeaens

roehs military ds.more unified and-its chain of com-.

.mapdipora:constlidated ‘than at any time-sinca the’ coupss
in Octobar ‘19797 "The_pefenie Mlilstry’ retiines:complete.

control of all military-atfaire-and has aigiificant vetol
powar>over other goverrment policy through—junta Vice
Presidant CSlonel Gutierrex, tha official military.spokes-
man“inithe:oclvil-military alliance. i

MO OoYe he military's commitments to crack down
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The prospacts remain poor for lasting civil-military
cooperation. - By themselvas, the Christian Damocrats
cannot arrangs a political solution with leftist groups.

junta with a singlas
viable alternative.
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EXTERNAL (for general distributiom) AI Index: AMR 29/73/82
) ' pDistrib.: FS/CO/AD

Amesty Internstional
International Secretsriat
10 Southampton Street
EL SALVADOR Londem WC2E 7HG

England
Seprtember 1982

TASSIGNING-RESPONSTETLITY  FUR  HUMAN- RIGHTSABUSES ™
= SaEL. 5AL.VADOR:S<-HILITART~AND+SECURITY TURI TS

In addition to her regular arwmed Eorces. thought sfter rapid recent increzses
to number abuu: 19 000 men. EI¥S¢IvaHo:.aI504reI£es o’ specisf securicy

'bines'bdthﬂporfte*lnd"uiritari“f“ﬁctions ‘Tegponaibie- for"en*crcinguorde:lin
~ehEToUNCIys1d e And A CTAGLt{ONE LT Been 1inked Lo the "intaTE5Ls=0D the
Ta¥ge coffeeprowars), thewNitienal PoIicetandTthe Irea:ury“zg}ice.
ATt these uni L6 -REVETHE TEenfrepeatedly, named in repartspaffﬁnman‘:ights
iofiETEH?”?Eceived*E?“nmnestyrInternationxl. {THoUgh the. aathorities-comtin
WeTroT maintain; :hat:any;abusgsﬁcommit:ed‘by_secur*ty ot‘atmed‘fotces~person-
meliwere carried out &t lower lévels by pers O B "E;theirlnuthotity,
Zon- several.occasiondit tﬁh,governmen: -ha that ot ficers o o:*ttocps
fimplicited InabusecTREVE' been removed FIon  duty 6t rotated to non=coubat-

rantxpositionsy zlthough no names or details of those involved have ever been
made public.

YT IRTEEHET C&EEETFEE::;GEE;}iEiES hsve»scltedwth&twcriminxl praceedingamhad
hbeendinscitu:ed*lglinsr‘perlonneI’uho had Committed human- rightl‘vioiatfonsa
=hul.cases known-to-Al-whererxlleged perpetratorg vare s ac;uglly*nnmed*ind
ﬁ;hpxoceedings"agains:*the'uceuaed'1nitii:ed”sre’ex:eedinglyﬂrntef Charges were
finally placed against five National Guardsmer more than one year after the
killings of four Acerican church wohoen in December 1980 sfter 2 great deal
of pregssure from the United States including Cougressiocnsl insistence on pro—
gress in the investigaticns 28 & pre-condition for additiomal military
asgistance. No date hxs &5 yetr been set for their trial, vhich would be by

a civilian court, though investigatiocn in connection with the case remains
in the hands of the nilitnry.

itteer (1ocal” c;vilf;n derense unlts:’nllegedly made’ub cﬂuforn members
of ORDEN, and_ formed .under. the_ directicn of_the*Hinintty of. Defence); vere;

s £id; id : Feat for-a” group murder: of-nineteen
people»1nc1uding¢£ive*cﬁflaren;uadez;agg wwo, The murdered pecple-included
geveral relstives of 2 Kational Policeman, including his brother, zod the
policeman took ft upcn himself to arrest the alleged killers. According to
the court documentation of the case, most of the thirteen plesded not guilry,
then explained their participaticn in the murder of the peasants, defending
themselves on the grounds that they were only tollouing crders.

T A S T Ty

glb-'rllte m.y"I?BZ" su"msers 0

ERefmicdera: Y mo-,,&rristfi:t‘ﬂemé—-
‘crtts“ﬁinciudiﬁg tvoﬁneuly:elg:ted”iayors. Their arrests cazme “after s
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strong statement from the Christian Democratic Party of El Salvador, accus-
ing the regular military and security forces, as well &s paramilitary
groups such as the civil defence squads with responsibflity for the kill.
ings of nine party lesders who had died in that month. Later reports
suggested, however, that the ccurt in San Salvador had revoked the crder
for the arrest of the men which had been lodged by a local Justice of the
Peace.

Civil defence squads vere also named as responsible for the slayings of six
other party activists and 22 peasant supporters in the same month. In their
statement, the Christian Democrats indicated that unless action were taken
to stop such abuses, they would consider withdrawing from the government
which they shared with three other parties to their right.

Cuiged SINEEGRR IR T ree
Rowever ;zvery-few-of-the cfimes- for whichy™s
tthé menrare-allegedlyrcharged canrberzonstrugd @5 homanctightE~violac1otis -
_undertaken against victims for reasons of political repression, whikewnonk
+are*Tharged=wtth=extratudTE I i ITeXecUt fotis™orrtorturerabusesyw ithowhich :the

Tséturity.servicesTETe  frequently-sEcUsed, Moreover, the chargiés againgt
the men are criminal charges to be heard by & criminal court, implying that
the acts were committed while ocff-duty and were committed under the personal
responsibility of esch man reportedly charged, rather than in the course
af their security duties, or under the orders of superfor officers, zs it has
been suggested may have been the case, United States Congressiomal delegations
which visited El Salvador in February 1982 were shown lists of National Guards-
men sald tc have been dismissed to face charges, also before civilian courts,
.and again, Ohly four ol the Chtesideal b vithavislations oL hinan Fightswot?
“victimETbesiuge: of "thELrTRCUA] G Buspectéd  PAITeIcalTbellefs, and those vere

3 thegiafdenan arrested {n'¢onnection vith the killings of-thefour Amétrican:’
wébeniralreadysreferred to abovells
On a number of other occasions in the past when responding to accusatiomns of
security force involvement (rather than regular army) in human rights abuses,
government spokesmen have acknowledged their involvement, but subsequently
the Salvadorian authorities took no steps to punish those units or men cited
as the authors of the particular sbuses.

On 7 April 1981 more than 20 people, including several youths, were tzken
from their homes in canton San Nicolas, Soyapango zmunicipality in the depart-
ment of San Salvader, by a group of men, some of them in uniform, and were
later found dead. Residents of the ares insisted that sowe of those who

died had been shot onr the spot, while othere were taken from their homes by
the Treasury Police, snd their bodies were found in their night clothes at
scme distance from the victims' homes, with their hands bound, The initial
official explanation was that the deaths had occurred in s shoot-out with

the pelice, Later, however, both Salvedorian and US officials (in the latter
case, speaking on behalf of both the US Embagsy in San Salvador and the
Department of State) ssid that "individual units” of the Treasury Police

had been involved, and that “the regular srmy of El Salvador played nec role
in the incident”. On this occasion US spokesmen promised thzat Sslvedorian
ard US officials vere cooperating to investigste the killings.

Since then, the Treasury Police have repeatedly been implicated in human
R 2913
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r.gh:s violations, frequen:ly- trected«at“youns :peoples: buc.thene@haveﬁin

"FacEvbéen no" COHCIUGive11”V85:18£t10n5;ofzeithgtmthehl-Aptil‘onﬁanynof the

5uhsequent in€{dentsy=imswhich~theresvasTgoodTFeason:to; believe-that: the
1ﬁizggg§g§xTPoIicepyeretgggggpsibleva

Occasionally, in sttempting to deflect demands that the Salvadorian gov-
ermment wust accept responsibility for the abuses carried out by its
security services, such as the Treasury Police, or to justify continued
military assistance to the regular military, the argument has been advanced
that the government of the country can be considered responsible for the
actions of the regular srmed services but not the security forces. Propon-
"ents of this view insist that the regular military is well-disciplined and
vnder control and that {t is the security units which are occcasionally
regrettably renegade, notably the Treasury Pelice. It is srgued that the
regular military incorporated a prohibition into the military code in
Ocrober 1980 which explicitly prohibits any actions by military perzonnel
injurious to human rights. They receive continuing instructicn in this field
and, it is ssid, have a generally better record in this regard than do their
collezgues in the National Pelice, National Guard and Treasury Police.

chever, ccnstttufﬁﬁﬁ???“ﬂthe,gg_sidengvis~ccmmandetﬂin—cﬁieﬁi“fhtﬁéilggéé}
constftuted- milicary” and“secﬁrfty“forces;*allaofxvhich»aremresponsible "tohim
through-the Ministersofibefence. 'FUrthetmores—un t:s‘"of"the.*‘ceg,ﬁlaf‘military"
fEEEEinuE?tb’be~reguIEfI?”EIted?ﬁs’responsih"“f r atbit ny*det\mticns and
**abducticns.in thefcapitalwand,in_toﬁn > oL ' Y wnile. in4tﬂe
SEIvadeETan” counrrysidé €

g1 ;eguIar'army 35 well as™thé new US—trained; rapid
depidyment forces, the- e“Atlacatl. Ramén- Bellosa and At onaf’ﬁ:iggggs-are
frEquentin;ftea?EE”?ESPonsibIe”for ‘maseive killi1gs of non-combatantteivil-

={E&RET FReports often state that actions involving the arbitrary arrest, tort-
ure, “disappearance" or extrajudicial execurions of non-combatant civilians
or of pecple suspected of opposition to the gavernment. are carrled ocut by
varicus units scting together in "combined force" actions. Regular military
and security units are also linked through overlapping personnel and through
practical and persomal contacts.

Lecne] Gomez, vho served &s chief advisor tc peasant leader José Rodolfo Viera,
Security General of the only government-appraoved peasant union, the Uni&n
Comunal Salvadorena, &nd Presfident of the Salvadorian Land Reform Associ~
ation until his assassivation in January 1981, stated to Armesty Inter=
national that the 500 military school trained cfficers who lead the Salvad-
orian military and security forces are constantly inter-changed betwéen the
two sectors. He gtated that "through both the chain of command and informal
ties each commander knows which forces sre going to do what and which
soldiers beleong to fermal and informzl death squads". G&mez said that the
"informal ties” operate through “tandas" or informal associations based ou
graduating class from the military school where Bll the officers trained.
Ee suggested that these cohort power groupings and the alliances they form
wvith each other are the real basis of power in El Salvador today, forming &
"parallel govermment" which rules El Salvador's osteusible civilian-military
goverczent froa behind the scenes. GGmez expresed the view that “the major-
ity of army officers now in charge are involved in violence .
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In addition to the Aamed ! fcrces and the special securi:y units.rthé‘EEI?EH”¥-

AT e e = e T

ritica_Nacionalistxﬂﬂx:naminally civilian parauilitary unit.”establishedﬂin
«l96randrestinated7torniaberranyvhere~from-30,000- 03807 ;000 peopie. “ORDEN
cperatess=in=conjunction~with=regular dtoy and" 'Becurity- units,_aﬁa:many of

its wembers are thought to be off-duty or retired security service pefscn—
nel. When challenged concerning the existence and activities of ORDEN,
officials have clazimed that its officis] disbandment in October 1979 brought
an end to its activities, and that any atrocities carried out by paramilic-
ary groups in the countryside are carried out by independent extremist groups

or "death squads" and are out of its control.

“HGGever;-ORDEN cont{nues to opeérate under the name of rrente Demoliftito
TRaclonakis P and evidence coliscted by Amnesty‘International‘suggeEts‘tnat
Tthe*so+¢alTed"deathTsquads ~(1ocal "groups are of ten now caIled"ivII‘defence
SrgroupsFraTe R  faC i nad e up - oL~ ORDENTpersonnel”and of‘off-du:y or ;I;Th-
“erclothesrsecurity peFsonnel T cting "IN close Conjunction with Tepulzrmilic-
A yTand eerurity TsqusdET ot iemse lvesTLinvelved " inTianumerable hurman Tights
=3%3505€5, Recently, reports have been received of the invelvement of local
tivil defence patrols (Frigadas de Defensa Civil) formed by the Minister of
Defence or canton patrols (patrullss contonales) in abuses. These groups
are also reported to be partially made up of former members of ORDEN, and
act on occasions under the direction of rezular security and military pers-
ornel, at other times on their own, burt with implicir govermment sanction.

;esttmony*toothewus Congress.. in~Aptilf1981 h?ffbruer Salvadorian*uilitaxy
‘Eoc;gg;Cigta “Fiarloa“(attlchedf*fhrther supportsd;his&guuclnélbn.
SInlhis-testimony,~Captains:; :FialTosiitatednyy "It 1s 4 grievous error to

bellieve that the forces of the extreme right, or the so-called "Peath Squads',
operate independent of the security forces. The simple truth of the wmatter

is that 'los Escusdrones de La Myerte' are made up of members of the secur-
ity forces, and acts of terrorism credited to these squads such as political
assassinations, kidnappinge and indiccriminate murder ere, in fact, planned

by high—rankiug wilitary officers and carried out by members of the secur-

try forces."

janc;zwho-vas—a gighber:of -the lorig{RalICunti vhich
”’671979 sndwuas‘farcedxf?EE*iﬁe ~government®in
ublxclg,;hifggd“thiffh1gh-Ievel;uembershoﬁigavern-
e nistexgceneral_lcs it ™o *Gkrc{aM~furmez;$
DepﬂtY-Defend, Hini&teerolonel_KICBIas Carrsnza_and°Colonel_Jaime *Abdul
‘Gutié?rez~“forueraV£cE‘Presiaentucnd "Commander—in=chief~ nf#the:Argedggggces.

together withHitop coﬁmanders::treﬁcnvering‘up,the#actionsw
groupsT i

Christian Democrats who initially supported the 1979 poast—ccup government
but later withdrew their support (including relatives of wmurdered Christian
Democrat Mario Zamora), have alsc publicly charged that the "death squads”
provide a convenient fiction for the govermment, enabling it to apply
selective violence while excusing itself before public cpinion as not being
directly respensible,
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Agpendix

TESTIMONY OF CAPTAIN RICARDO ALEJANDRO FIALLOS

Before the Foreign Operations Subcommittee of the
House Appropriations Coumittee -— 29 April 1981

My name is Ricardo Alejandro Flallos. I am 32 years old and am a Captain
in the Salvadorian Army. In December 1980, when I fled ary country and came
to the United States seeking political asylum, I had been a mexmber of the
armed forces in El Salvador for 16 years. My military career began in
Japuary 1965 when I enrolled in the Military School of Captain General
Gerardo Bartios. 1In July 1968, while still & cedet, I attended a2 3-month
military training course in the U.5. School cof the Americas in Panama, and
in December of the same year, I graduated first in wy class from the mili-
tary school in El Salvador with the rank of Second Lieutenmant, In 1972,

1 was prowmoted to the rank of First Lieutenant with honours, and in 1974 1
received & scholarship from the President of the Republic to study medicine
in the National University of El Salvador. 1In 1975, I vas promoted to
Ceptain in the Army, a rank which I still hold. 1In May 1980, with one
sexester remaining to finish my wedical education, the Katicnal University
w25 ciosed due to ¢ivil unrest, and I was unable to continue my studies.
Finally, in December of the same year, I was forced to leave my country after
having received anonymous death threats for criticizing the high military
command and the directors of the security forces for their lack cof profes-
6icralism and for their role in perpetrating atrocities sgainst the civilian
population.

Gentlemen, 1 speak to you thig worning ss an officer in exile of the Salvad-
corian Army. Despite the rigks which this type of public testimony holds for
members of my family whe still remain in E1 Salvador, I feel that it is crit-
ical that meumbers of the Congress as well a5 the people of the United States
understand the role played by the high milirary command &s well as the
directors of the security forces in El Salvador and the nature of their involve-
ment in the viclence which continues to afflict my country.

Whom do I refer to when I say "high military command"? First, and most
important, is Coronel Jaime Abdul Gutifrrez who is Vice-President of the cur-
ren?t junta and Commander of the Armed Forces. Under him is Coronel José
Guillermo Garcfa who {5 Minister of Defence, as well as Coronel Adolfo Cast-
illeo, his vice-minister. Finally, there is Coronel Rafsel Flores Lima who
wvas the forwer press secretary for General Carlos Humberto Romero, and who is
now serving 88 Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces. The directors of the
security forces include the head of the Naticmal Police, Ceromel Reynalde
Lopez Nuils; the head of the Naticnal Guard, Coromel Carlos Eugenio Vides
Casanova; and the head of the Treasury Police, Coremel Francisco Moran.

It {5 izportant to uanderstand that the bage of power in El Salvador does not
lie {n the hands of the President of the Junta, José Napolefn Duarte; nor
with the other civilian mexbers of the Junta. Rather, it is the high cowmand
of the Arwed Forces snd, more specifically, Coronels José Guillermo Garcf{s
and Jaime Abdul Gutifryer, along with the directors of the Security Forces,
vho vield the real power in El Sslvador. An example of this is evidenced by
the fact that despite two officisl requests from President Dusrte to the

Hinigter of Dafence, Coronel Garcfa, to resove Coronel Franciszo Moran s
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the head of the Treasury Police, due to the involvement of this branch cof
the security forces in the brutal assessination of various mayors, most of
whoo were Christian Democrats, Moran still retains his positionm.

It is a grievous error to believe that the forces of the extreme right, of
the so~called "Death Squads”, operate independent of the security forces.
The simple truth of the matter is that "Los Escusdropnes de ls Muerte" are
made up .of members of the security forces, and scts of terrorism credited to
these squads such as political assassinations, kidnappings, and indiscrimin-
ate wmurder are, in fact, planned by high-ranking military officers and car-
ried out by members of the security forces. 1 do not mske this statement
lightly, but with full knowledge of the role which the high military coomand
and the directors of the security forces have played in the nurder of count-
less numbers of innocent people in my country.

During the period in which I worked as a doctor in the wilitary hospital, I
treated numerous members of the security forces. In ingquiring as to the
cause of their iniuries, which is a normal medical procedure in the hosp-
ital, various individuals told me as well as other doctors that they had
been injured in the act of "eliminating"” civiliens. For exazple, on one
cccasion, &4 member of the Treasury Police, in civilian dress, was brought to
the hospital with a fractured tibia. I asked him how he had been injured
and he told me that he and another mexber of his unit had received orders to
"eliminate" a woman school teacher in the town of Aguascalientes whom he had
been told was s subversive. In the act of pursuing the school teacher in
her car, the motorcycle driven by this man and his associate struck the rear
of the automobile z2nd overturned, causing his injury. However, the other
man was not hurt in the accident and murdered the school teacher before she
could get out of her car. Afterwards, he brought his companion to the hos-
pital for treamment.

Also, during the time which I worked in the militsry hospital, I personally
treated variocus ex-members of the Nicsraguan National Guard who were working
with the Salvadorian security forces. Furthermore, I viewed the medical
rtecords of at least 30 of these individusls who had been injured while
collaboracting with the security forces.

Let me make it clear that all of the Armed Forces in El Salvader are not im-
plicated in the types of crimes which I have mentioned., The principal prob-
lex lies in the high military coomand and in the directors of the security
forces, not in the ranks of the army, and it is these individuals who, with-
out a doubt, constitute the gravest threat to the future of E1l Salvador. It
is the security forces, under the direction of the high amilitary coumand
whichk, mere than any other gingle elewent in the country, are responsible
for the growing radicalizstion of the civilian populztion and widespresd
opposition to the govermment. 1In short, it is the security forces vhich, as
& result of thefr brutality and intolerable repression of the civilian pop-
ulation, are primarily responsible for growing armed insurrecticn in the
countryside. Their lives threatened for the gmallest protest or sign of
cpposition to the current government, many young pecple in E1 Salvador are
literally being forced to join the guerrilla movement. It {s the only pclit-
ical alternative they have and that {s a tragic situvation. Until the
officizls of the high military cowmand sre replaced gnd the security forces
completely restructured and brought under strict control, there will be no
end to the violence which 1s destroying my country, and no possibility of
establishing a democratic government.
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Finally, due to the fact that the centre of power in El Salvador lies in
the high militsry command and the directors of the security forces, any
military assistance or training which the United States provides to the
curreat govermment is perceived by the people of El Salvador as support for
the forces of repression which are destroying the country. This type of
2id not only represents a symbolic reaffirmation of the role of the secur-
ity forces, but also allows them to continue brutalizing the Salvadorian
people. Moreover, it should be clearly understood that U.5. support for
the current regime has produced enormous resentment towards the U.S5. gov-
ernment by a great many Salvadorians. This kind of sentiment will be very
difficult to reverse in the future due toc the amount of suffering which has
ocecurred. Y=t one ‘can be certain that, unless the United States govermment
ceases its support for the current regime and attempts to encourage an end
tos the state of siege and a political settlement which, by defiunition, must
include the opposition forces which clearly have the suppert of the major-
ity of the Salvadorian people, there will be no peace in my country, the
number of dead will continue to rise, and the United States will be etched
permanently in the minds of my people as a symbol of cruelty and repression,
rather than of democracy and freedom.
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COUNTRY: L SALVADUR . )
SUBJECT: SATISFACTION OF MANY MIL!ITARY OFFICERS

- WITH ASSASSINATION OF LEADERS OF THE REVOLUTIOX
DEMOCRATIC FRONT (FOR):; BELIEF THAT THE

SAME TACTICS SHOULD BE USED TO ELIMINATE OTHER
LEFTIST LEADERS
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}/faARDEKGHRﬁOEEtcERSTBEbTEHExTHA?tTHEfASSASSﬂNA?{O”%QFQ
T

HEZSEXZUEADERSHOFSTHEIREVOLUT-1.ONARY-0EHOCRAT G~ FRONT
(FDR)IZON=27:NOVEMBERZI9BOTINASTA-POSITIVETACT.  THE CURREN
HOOD OF THESE OFFICERS 1S THAT THE DEATHS OF THESE .
FOR.LEADERS WILL SOON BE FORGOTTEN, -ALTHOUGH SQME SHORT -
TERM PROBLEMS CAN BE EXPECTED INTERNATIONALLY. WHILE

THE REVOLUTIONARY, GOVERNING JUNTA (JRG) HAS PUBLICLY
PROMISED THAT AN INVESTIGATION INTQ THESE KILLINGS WILL
BE CARRIED OUT, IT 1S NOT EXPECTED THAT THIS IHVESTI-
GATION WILL BE A SERIOUS ONE OR THAT ANYONE WillL BE /

APPREHENDED. /
PLAINTIFF'S

3. FMANYTRTUITARY  OFFICERS HAVE-STATED THAT THEY EXHIBIT
*PERSONALUYTSUPPORTITHE TK I LLINGS ~OF =THE-FOR=LEADERSA CASE :

THEY-BELIEVE-THAT— I FTTHE SETLEADERS TWERENOT_EXTREHIST fINo. Zyiim ey
TERRORISTS i THEY . HERESATS CEAST P USEFUL™ FOOLS' FORTTRE _

N B B e e B i a e A SR B SL SR

TERRORI-STS—AND-SO-DESCERVED-TO BE;KILLED.., EXHIBIT
M e ot Y Pt TR ot Pt N e i

ezl A dag M NO.

L. - THESE MILITARY OFFICERS EXPECT THAT THE U.S.

GOVERNMENT WiLL PROTEST THE DEATHS, BUT THEY BELIEVE
THAT THE JRG CAN EXIST WITHOUT U.S.-GOVERNMENT SUPPORT,
AT LEAST IN THE SHORT TERM. THEY BELIEVE THAT THE

CHRL&;}AN DEHOCRATIC PARTY (PDC) WILL NOT CAUSE THE JRG
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snv SERIOUS PROBLEMS AS A RESULT OF THE DEATHS XNO . ﬂq ey
WwiLL REMAIN l.n THE GOVERNMENT. g

11 ]} /g0

§. THE GENERAL MOOD AMONG MIOOLE-LEVEL HILITARY
QFFICERS 1S THAT THE FDR LEADERS WHO WERE K1LLED GOT 3/3?
VHAT STHEY DESERVED. THERE HAS BEEN GROWING FRUSTRATION
WITHIN THE MILITARY THAT THEY HAVE BEEN WASTING THEIR

“YIME FIGHTING LOW-LEVEL LEFVIST TERRORISTS IN THE
COUNTRYSIOE WHILE LEFTIST LEADERS OPERATED OPENLY IH
THE CAPITAL CITY. THEY BELIEVE THAT THE TIME HAS COHE

<T0*CUT~OFF~THE-HEAD OF THE LEFTIST MOVEMENT AS A- MEANS
TO END THE WAR WITE THE TERRORIST. WiNEMNFSEEER: 17 1S HOST
CIKELY THAT MEMBERS OF EITHER THE TREASURY POLICE, HATIORAL ™
POLICE OR THE GN WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DEATHS OF THE
FOR LEADERS, SINCI IT IS MEMBERS OF THESE ORGANIZATIONS
WHO ARE PRIMARILY INVOLVED IN COUNTERTERRORIST ACTIVITIES
OIRECTED AGAINST THE LEFT.) .

||

: .t ROST MILITARY OFFICERS
WERE HIGHLY PLEASED WITH THE ASSASSINATION OF THE SIX
FDR LEADERS. THESE OFFICERS BELIEVE THAT OTHER LEADERS ’//,/"

AND MEMBERS OF THE FOR SHOULD BE ELIMINATED IR A
TMILAR FASHION WHEREVER POSSIBLE: THESE FEELINGS WERE
EXPRESSED BY SEVERAL MIOOLE-LEVEL ARMY OFFICERS ON -

/ 28 HOVEMBER 1980 IN THE PRESENCE OF COL. JOSE G AR C | v
HERIKO. MIMISTER OF DEFENSE, AND NICOLAS C AR R AN ZA,
SUB-MINISTER OF DEFENSE.: AND BOTH GARCIA AND .CARRANZA
INDICATED THAT THEY SUPPORTED THIS LINE OF THINKING.

FROM THE COMMENTS OF ALL THOSE PRESENT DURING THIS
CONVERSATION, IT WAS CLEAR THAT GARCIA, CARRANZA ARD THE
OTHER OFFICERS PRESENT ACCEPTED AS A FACT THAT THE
MILITARY SERVICES WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ASSASSIHATION
OF THE S1X FDR LEADERS) . )

DECIDED THAT THE ELECTION OF RONALD REAGAK TO THE U.5. .
PRESIDENCY WILL MEAN THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WiLL -NO LONGER
TAKE A HARD LINE AGAINST REPRESSION AGAINST THE LEFT [N
EL SALVADOR. THRE ARE ALSO MAKRY OFFICERS WHO ARE
PREPARED TO TOREGO U.S. GOVERNMENT SUPPORT IF NECESSARY
AND TO TURK TO ARGENTINA, CHILE, AND GUATEMALA IHSTEAD.
THEY BELIEVE THAT ANY REDUCTION 1N U.S. FINAKCIAL SUPPORT
CAN BE MADE UP BY PRIVATE INVESTMENT fROM THE SALVAOORAN
OLIGARCHS CURREATLY IN EXILE, WHO WILL BE WILLING TO
REINVEST TN EL SALVAOOR ONCE THEY SEE THAT THE HILETARY

1S ACTIHG FORCEFULLY TO ELIAINATE THE LEFTISI;?ERRORISTS.)

g, WJENEEEERG COMMENT: 1 AA SURE THAT THIS

REPRESENTS ACCURATELY THE FEELING OF MANY OFFICERS.

THE CRUCIAL QUESTION 15 WHAT POSITIONS DO THEY HOLD AN

WHAT INFLUENCE DO THEY WIELD. THERE IS ANOTHER LARGE

GROUPS "OF OFFICERS WHO REJECT THIS TYPE OF BARBARISH

AND WANT .-TO PARTICIPATE IR A PROFESSIONAL MILITARY.) 140
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(SEE REFS € ANC O) wis GIVEN TO EaCH OFFICIAL PRESENT,

7, QUARTE RESPCNOED TQ THE U,S., PHOPO3AL, ME INDICATED
THAT IN THZ U,3, QOCU=ENTY THERE 4RE SQMt G000 IDEA3 OH
HyMaw RIGWTSY ¥ 4130 341D THAT ME 348 N0 PROBLEMN WORKING
MITH THE U.3. T3 3OLYE TME HUMAN RIGHMTYI PROBLEM, HOWMEVER,
JomE OF THE PRO203ALS mA0f wEREZ UNICCEPTABLE, THE "TRIAL
PERIOD® CF &9 DAYY OURING wHICH THE U3, wOULD EYALUATE
PROGRESY MM0T ¥i3 PARTICULSRLY GALLING,., DUSRTE CLAIMED
THATY THE U.3, Y13 3aTING TWAT ONLY “"IF TOU ARE GQQD %0VS3
WILL THE MILICCTTERY BE PRAOYIQED," .

B, DUARTE CONTINUED Ey SATING THAT “S1BUSES 0F AUTHORITTY®

CXIITEC AND WERi. DEITRTING SQME QF TME JRG'S WORK,

WE SAID TwAT TWD JAG AND THE HIGH COMMinD VERE

CURRENTLY WORKING ON IMPAQVING THE MUmin RIGWTY PICTURE

IN EL SALYADDR, U,$, 3IXQULD NOT DQUHT THAT TWEL S0E3 WUULD

COMPLY wITH IT3S PAAY QF THE 4GREEMEMT, (COMMENTT [N -

ESSENCE, DUARTE wad COMPLAINING NOT SO AUCH A80YT THE CON=-
SECRET

- —merivnn OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY }
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DITIONS THEWSELYES A3 Tur USG InSISTENCY UM w=FASURING
REFOAwanCE OYER & SIXTTY 0AY PERIOD, END COMMENT,)

P. TMC AmBAZ3aDO0R THEN INDICATED THAT ME DI0 NOT THINK
THAT THE TWC POSITIONS wERE ThiaT FAR APART, HE REPEATED

THE FIVE COQITIONS AND PQOINTED QUT THAT THQIEZ WERE THE

UNLY REQUIRCYENTS THAT CiME FROM NMAJHIHGTOMN, (OUARTE

Mall TAKEN [3ISUFE WITwm OWE OF COMUSHILGP'S ATCOMMENOATIONS ~
AS 1P IT LSO MAD BETM A CONDITIOM,) THE AMBASSADGOR

NOTED THE PRIVATE NaTURE QF THE ACCORD BETWEZEN THE TwQ

COVERHMENTSY, KE EXPWESIZED THE NEZED FOR PROGRESS [N THE
FIVE AMZLS CITED aND SAID THAT IN HIS OPINION THE JRE

AND MOD WEQE ALREAQY COMMITTED 10 ALL OF FOINTS LIATED

BUT THAT [N 3OME TF THE SREAS PROUAMESS wmis IMpERCEPTIBLE., ’

19, DUARTE RIIPONDED BY SATING THAT HE 3iw A FOLITICAL
PAOBLE™ WITH TWKE FOQURTH CONMOITION, THAT ONE WHICM REQUIRES
THAT THE MIGH LOWMMAKD OEslL TOUGHLY WITH EXTREME NIGHT WING .
3 - ELEMENTS [MCLUDING THOSE IN TmE MILITARY, HWE 3JAID IT-uil
T ODAYIOUS WMO TS REFERRED TO == THE DVAUByUISSON 34FT,
. ME WENT OmW T3 SAY THAT NO ACT OF EXTREMIIT YIGLENCE,
WMETHER OF 147 RAIGHT QR TWE LEFT, SHOULO HZ TOLERATED, n€
SEEMED, THEN. TO AGHEE wITH THE BAS]3 OF TVE FOURTH
POINT 44D, L7487 FRQK THE POLITICAL PAQBLEM THAT KU 34W
MITH THaT Za, WE VYOICED NO SBJECTIONS, (COMWENTE THIS
Wias & DELIBEQATE TACTIC ON GUARTE'S PART TO FOINT UP TNCL .
PROBLIN OF RIGHY wiING EXTAEMIST IN THE mILITARY, END COMKENT. .

SECRET

R 947
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ZACT UM MT03=¢d
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INFQ OCTeW] iQJ5eay /90 W

ST 75¢

T - waw -

O X 2317887 AYG 83 .\
FR AMEMBAIIT SAH SALYADGR
TO SECSTATE WAZMDT IMMEQTMTE ads’

INFO aAnmEmBASSY BOGCOTA . ’
LRENALSSY CARACAY . . )
AREMSASSY GUATEHALA o .

ANEMEASSY MAKACUA
AxCm8A33Y MEXICQ

-AMENSAZYY PAMNAKA

AREMSASSTY SAN JISE .

AnEN8LSSY TEGUCIGALPL . .
UICINCID QUASRY MTS ﬂu .

SECOLF wisH(l ,
S EC M LT SECTION 2 OF 3 S4AN s;Lvioqa s81s

NODIS. . : . ' s

11, JRO !Enuta *ORSLEY EMALICH A3XED WHETHER THE FIVE '
CONDITIONS wOULD BZ LABELLED AS COMOITIONS wwEN THE R
PROPOYAL REICHEC CONMGAESS, IN RESPONSE THE ANBASSADOA ..

INDICATED THAT TWE JRG'S SUCELESSES-IN.THE FIVE AREAS sQULD

BE EMPHASITED OVER THE CONODITIOMWAL ASPECT OF THE AGREEMENT,
TMMAT <& UANT, WE SEI0, I3 TO MAVE A FaCTUal RESPONIE.TO
-CRITIZI3% WnEN rI AGREE TQ PRQVIDE TME AELICOPTERS, :

12. COL, MAJAXD 3POKE UP SAYING THAT nE, SAH oulnftfa
PRYQCEUPATLON 43 CENTERING ARQU~ND THE POLZITIZAL REFERCUSSIONS
OF THE AGREZEMENT, TMAT PROSLEM COULD BE OBYILTED 1P ThI3 -
MERE TO AE A PAT/ATE, "GEXKTLERMEN'S AGREEMENT,® LIXE. - *
MGRALEY EHALICH, HOWEYER, ™E wad CONCEANED THAT THE .,
PAESENTATIOW BEFCAE CONGRESD wOULD CITE THE CONDITIONY
AMD AZXNQWLEDGE Hnr THE GOES HaD ACCEDED To THEM, ON -~ }
Cot secHET X e~ .

." ’ C ..- ) '-.-'\-

/ o R 948
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TH’WW:OLE. HOWEVER, “YaJANQ wdS FAVOARSHALE TONARD THE

, o Ih EFFFCY, TXAY ME wiS  Iu ACREEMEMT
NITH TWE GOALS #ND REA3URES LISTED [M THE DOCUMENT, /
hs.gozrznsz MWINTITER . GARCIA4HADSA, o;rr:nzﬁT TREICTIONG
h!‘cuxxntn rﬂAT N:Ltwjnz uunsuvnxcnls QALY N TTRETUTIT
DOLUMEU TN EAETCGOD-ONES AU VAGORANS"TOL0STHCRACTES® WERE
NOT-BEING ~TAKIMTINTO—ACCOYN TS (BY-"10108YRNCRACT O CARCIAT]
%"EIHI’?HlY*lLt“ !USES’cranurnonxrrwlrrrnl‘nszTAlr TARE)
QuauoLtn’obttTL1-1no’“uH”uoU3t!2)7h£"55:2!0 13744 1ntnz

WAVE BEEN ABUSESTBUT OION VT THINKTITTATG000-10€A 107 .
ST MQEUE W THELFECT I HE SEEREO TO  THINR THAT THERE %is ‘//// ‘

WNOTRGINT TN xr. THOSE THAT LDOKED UPOM THE JRG AS
XEFREISIVE AND THE LEFT 4S8 PROGRESZSIVE, WKO CLYED AS
"CASUALTICS™ THE ARmY!S DEAD BUT Siw TwE pCfall O THE

LEFT A8 "AS3IAASIMATED” WERE ALREMQY CONYINCED ANKD

THE U,9, PROPQSED MEASURES wOULD VO LITTLE -D-CHANGE THAT,

AT IHE EFFEATS TIRAT AN E Y
JHEHJRthNom1H£+NIGHw?¢
gtLA!htowTPlthHE E

: sk By
Caunrnvva OIGHIT :hASmorrenogoniuof-nILE IHEW we THE JRG
AR TGN TR T IR T aE“IBL"TO“DVERLOOK;?HE“OFFENSC
MO RES TSP M T SOUNTRY N G R TENGT S D

g

15, dire ruts »oT
Somi” rnocn!ss

HOWEVER ;T wWES ke !
! iDoHl.”cchzuTnn FH-3 TnExnsEFronrJ 0H

u;”tg;;i??ﬁai FOINTEG GUTT PMaT %
aEEH CATOETIN RURANT RIGHTI- IH"ELPSALVIOQR.
| .l

H£ rlv! IRFA ,
MENTIONED WOULD (ERONSTRATE TO TME U,3, THAT TME GOYEANNENT *
SECALT
|
K 949
U - 1 | £ : SN
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10U AAOUT ARINAIMZ vIOLATIONS UNDER - SONTEChvr—nb—
POINTED OQUT THaT wWHILE TWE NILITARY I3 ENTITLED TO ITS SPECIAL
TOIONTNCRACIES, PUTTING tHE JRGC INTO [MTERNATIONAL

DISALPUTYE BT . CONDONING ACTS OF YIOLENCE SEEXED EXTAERE,

¢

LAl "_ . H
e O
[

18, COL, GUTIERRLZ CONTINUED THE CONVERIATION BY 34YING.
THAT THEY UNDER3ITACO TWNE MOTIYES FOR THE COMDITIONS, iLL
QF THE PROPUSALE, HE 3410, "IRE TRINGY wHMlCH wl SHNOULD
8C COINGY, HE EJIPECIALLY LIKEQ TWE COnNUIMILG? 'Y CRCE

OF "COMOUTT, 3UT GUTIERREL wENT Om TO 34T THAT HE ¥OULD
LIXZ YO CONSULT ¥ITH MIS GFFICER CORPS, InE RI3K CF
MISINFORMAT.LON AND MISINYERPRETATION I3 GREAT, HE Sal0,
AMD 30 BEFOFE AGAEEING TO TME PROPOSLL, ME WOULD LIXE YO
INFOQRAM TWE® AMD 15X FQR TWEJAR REACTIONMS,

17, GUTIZRRLZ ENDED By SAYING THAT THEY (TWE GUES)
WOULD MaVE MUCH PREFERRED 4 “MORE FPRANK ASIIITAMCE™ AND
®4 YOTY OF CONFIDENCE IN THEM BY [ME u,3,*

T8, COL, YIOEZS . CASANOVAE A3XED NMY THE U,3, NdS 30
INSIITENT On DEALING TAUGHLY wITH TRE RIGHT. EXTREMISTS
AND MOT WITh THOSE OF THE LEFT, HE INDICATED TMATY SOME
PEQALE OF THE RIGHT WAVE OOME MORE TO RESOLYE THE COUNTHRY'S
PROBLEMY SINCE TWE GCTOBER COUP THAN THWOSE ON THE LEFT,

'y ' M Saiy Y
B
a Q z v
S .
.
*. ' " 0 .

4

‘. g‘ol‘=* . - PR
. ) - =, 4 z.‘.. ‘i o,.‘

19, THT JsmBa3S3SSDOR TOLO £oL, VIQES THAT .THEREZ Wil A
MIJUNDERSTANIING, LIBERTY OF EXPRESSION IS NOT AT I33UEL)
PEOPLE 3IMOULD WAYE THME RIGHNT TC THINK IN'ANY wiy TNEY
CAGOIL AND TD ACT WITHIsn TWE Law, uWMaAl THEY OO0 NOT HAVE
A RITHT TO DY I3 TO COMATT ACTS OF TERRDRISIT YIOLENGE,
FOR ZximPLl, nE ASXED WnEN THE LAIT TIME whp THaAY AN
QROEM WILITANT #a3 PUNISHED, HO ONE CAME UPF WITHM AM
ANSHER, ‘

28, DURATE TYEN USED THE CCCA3IQN T 00 SbNE'STilIGHT
TALXING 10 .T4€ *ILITARY, HE SAJD THAT WHAT i3 UNDEKR
- JECRET

-~

o
L]
"

MOTTQ 8EREPROLUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETART
R 950

SN - X 11 N ,
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OISCUISION wERE THOIE THOIYIOUALS WHO ARE PART QF THE e

P O i Gl Bt et 3 I F—FER RO R ST ACT IS —HE . .
THOUGHT THat [T wal USOCERSTQOD BY THE HIGH COMMAND .2
THAT TWEY 3IHOUVLD PUT A 3STOP TO THESE UNJUST, YIOLINTY ACTS,

1. OULRTE wENT Ou TG Maxg FOURS POIMTI, ME 3AlD COL, .-
FUTIERRET! IDEL 3F COGNIULTING THE OFFICERS WAl & GOUO LT
UNE, THAT OISCUSSIONY wERE NECESSARY TO DEVELOF THE cTe
MEANY TO MAKSE THE "POLNTS?® o THE U,3, CONDITYIONS == «
PEALTIZABLE, M€ SUGGEITEC 2 FUBLIC ACT Ik EL SaLVAQOR wWITH

L U,8, GEERAL PUEIENT TO iNNOUNCE THE AGREEMENT, FINALLY,

HE 3410 THAT ME 3STILL 3aW i DANGER I[N THE INTERPAETATION 7 .
OF THNE ACREEMENT, WE S$SAJ0 TmaT THIY CONDITIOMAL A3SISTANCE,

IITH [T3 SUCGESTION 07 y,3, INTERFEREMCE N THME INTERNAL AfF= - ;
TATAS CF ANQTMER CAUNTRY, COULD BF NEGATIVE FOR BQTH THE u,38, .
AND E| SALYAQOR, . : . .

'y BUATTE SURRLIRITZED, Tw0 TulnGS mwERE NECEISARTYL
AEMIUAES TG PUT TmE PI0P0SILS INTD PRACTICE 4ND FEASUREDYS .
To QEaL ¥ITn TWE PCLITICAL PROBLENS FACED B8Y BOTH GOYIZRNNENTS, ot

I, EOL, MAJAND POTNTIO QuY THAT IN OCTOOER .1079 THE <
MILITARY MAQ PUBLICLY ATITED THMAT THWERE YERE FAULTS IN [TS Tt e,
DwN INSTITUTION, MiJinO wa$ In EFFECT RESPONOING TO NGO Ve MG

ARCTA a¥p 10 THE “EE) TO REFURN TME MILITARY A3 STATED . - - D .=

W THME OCTOBER 185 REVILUTION, SNY SEMBER OF THE MRMED : :ﬁkﬂ * )
FQRCES W@ M43 UNGUTMIILZZO DEALINGI wITH EXTRENIST = e
GROUPS OF LITHER THE IGWT QR LEAT SHQULD 8E OIJCIPLIMED, I

ATD RmMIMIND, TME PROB' . Ex I3 ONF or ulLLHCE {* EOUILLBMO'M

1 o ' S b4
.} ’ e 1\ L.
sgcRET R WEAL S

~

R 951
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-
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O R 2317e3 AUG D

PM AMEX8A33Y 3aN SaLVADOR

TQ JECITATE WASHCC [#MEDIATE 848

INFO AMEMBASSY BCGOTS ;

i. AMEnGASSY CARACAS .

AMERBASAY GUATER LA
IMENBASYY MaNaGu.
ENENBASSY NEXICO -

' AMERRLSSY PaMiAMA .
AmENSASIY 3aAN JOCIZ .

AMENRASIY TEGUCLIGALPS

USCINCIO QUARRY TS PN

f' SECOEY. <A3HOC

S ECRET SECTION 3 OF 3 3an SALVADQR Jsip

I xQ018

24, MAJAND MaDE . MECOND POINT, EVERTYTHING PREJIENTED

ME YIEWED 43 *COrRECT BUT WE NOTED THMAT THE PUBLIC

PAEIENTLITION COULD BE A PROBLEM, ME YIEXED THE CRUCIAL

‘GUTSTION A MOY YO SOLYE waSMIHMGTOM'S PROBLENMI RHILE AT .
TME 3aME TIRE NQ™ GIVING THE APPEARANCE THAT EL 34ALYADOR

3YCCUMBES T2 4 POLITICAL SET OF CONDITIONS, -

I3, 4I™ FORCE coOL, ausrtLLos'ﬁcFLscr:n ON THE GFFER ANO
COMPARED [T WITH a FREVIOUS VU,3, OFFER QF 35,7 MILLION
QOLLARI OF mILIT.RY LS3I3TAMMCE, THE INTERNATIQMNAL . .
ACACTION, ME SaAli:, wa$ VERY 8aD, THE REaCTICN TO TNWE .
HELICOPTER ACRECLHEMNT wOJULOD BE 43 84D OCR wWQRJIE AMD ¥OULOD
PROYOKE INGREASEL ASSIATUWCE TO THE LEFT FRom CUBA OR THE
BOYIET UNIOM, INFLICIT IV BUSTILLO STATEmENT wi3s INE
YICS THAT THE U,7, %é3 GIVING LITTLE 4N0 OFNANOING A LOT,

: ' SECRET - -

R 952
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THESTY
MQW TmMid [T WaS TwQ OR THREE MONTHY AGO,
THE JRC 4HQ THE ARMED FQACES HAYE GAINED THE BA

Tl PfoOrLE,

v,s,

WITH THC U,.3, CONCERN, HZ THOQUGHT THAT. 10 EN3UR
COMLY IFT REALIIED THE AILITARY 3WQULD REDEDICA
TO TwE FOLITICAL CEFINITION OF QCTDAER 1979, ME
PQLITICIL CONSCIENCE mUST BE DEYELGPED THMRAOUGCKG
ARMED FURCES, THE MIGH COMMAND MAY SEE THINGS-C
BYT CLEJR 3JIGMALS MU3IT BEZ 3ENT T0 aLL ELEMENTS

28, COMFENTI
THE PREZCEN?ATION, THERE wa3 HQ wiV TO QL3GUINE
DEAL COKSISTEOD QF HELICOPTERY [N EXCMANGE FOR .2
IAPROVEL PEARFGRMANCE [N NETERMINED ARELS QYER &
TIME SFPsw, QULIRTE HAS NG REaL QBJECTION Tp TWLS
I ZACT ASSURED ME LATER THAT THE WMOLE PROuLEM
YORKED CUT SATISFACTORILY, QULRTE LID OFF AS HE
0I0 Iwm CIOER TOD PRECLUOE & STRONGER REZACTION FR
CONJEAYATIVE REMBERI OF TmE MIGH COMMAMND,

d8, ThE ICLL CINGER MERE |3 THAT a3 THE MILITAR
QUR PaQPISAl THE WHMOLE RATTER wlLL BECOmE PyBSLI

R

UMITED STATES I3 IMPOSING CONQITIONI AND AFFRON
JOYEREIGHTY OF EL 3aLvaQosm,

JECRET

. & N

:Qf
-

(O -

».
/.

R X

- TLRL Y
]
LI

X3

.,
LA
KL ATh

*,

.’.
‘ i".:;l:l\ "

NOTTO BER'PRODUCED WITHOUT TuF atifunegt? ATION At T

812 e

1TF FNDED TWME WMELTIMG QY 3AYIN
248 YALIO BUY THAT IT wil LISS IMPORTANT
IN THE [HTERLM

INCOMING
TELEGRAM

LogL

CXING CF

WMATEYER 4AIQ THE LEFY RECEIVES wILL BE CF
LITILE USE TO TuZm A3 THEY niYE LGST THE PEZQFLE!S SUPPORT,

27, OUMRTEZ COMNTINUED BY SAYING THAT THE PROBLEY THAT THE
SECS I3 THaT THE PROCEIS QOF QUAQCRATIZATION AWD PROGRAAM
OF REFInes WILL STOP SHORT OF ITS QOALS, ME SYMPATMIZED

€ THAT TKOSE
TE IT3ELF
JLIO THaT
UT THE
LEARLY
OF THEL MILITARY,

AWILE w OID EVERYTMING T COULD TQ SOFTEN

THAT TRE
MEASURABLY
FIXED
AND
WQuLD BE

oM THE

YT DT3CUSY
C AND

THTERPRETED IM SUCM L MAY TWAT [T VWILL APPEAR THAT THWE

TInG TuE

On THE QTHER HAND, AT TN]S

R 953
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FOINT JUST ABQUT INY MEETING ON ANY SJUBJEICT TKAT INYQOLVES
e T T T T T A Y R T A ORI AE NP DT CUR—OYERATL

POLICY, IT IS PA3Y TINE Tusl PROGHESSIVE AND CONSERYATIVE

OFFICERS nET QW & AUBJECT TwaT DOES NOT HavE DIRICTLY

TGO DO wlTH CLUSES OF INTERNaL OISS!NS‘Q" AN WILL PROVIDE

THE OFPQRTUMITY FCT 4 FULL AJRING OF YIEMS, QuA HOPL,

OF COURIE, wOULD 8% TxaT THMIS WOULOD l[suLf‘zu IOME RECON=

CILIATION BITEEIN THE YARIOUY FACTIONS, .

WNITE

JECAET '

. vy -

R 954
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) RELEASE L O AT

"'"" "":.'!:u-. Human Ridhes
{0 0 thtor as3) " |

l: [l An: TH200S6~C18¢ 2
Fas: 01 , SIAURB“ASS\ lE TF 02 020331 ’

iNFC CIT-01 ACS-00 §§C-¢0 +Q2
e-rucsrcseccaan cee=Y0aJ53 QICI4TT 44
. C 0213387 FES 82
FN ANEMBASSY SAN SALVYAODR
TO SECSTATE WASHOC IMKEDIATE 118}

WA R s:cTicx o CF 2 SAx sa.eScR cs2s EyptS [eemr

- Fizas . L5~ qloodnik
~—— - T Ses: GEEC
E. C. 120685t RUS-1 241492 (AINTCON, CEIAKE R.) QA-p - 12
ikas: » inS. BINR, MielyE S T T T Tec /( 1
SUBS oI HORE- UNE AL VEGEDNORAIAN RASSACRE i - SAN: ANT QR [ 07AGAD T /¥
CANGnAUNS D . )

i N .
5 iEa EF T . Q’I‘
®i_3F ICMMANCIR TGOAY {F [T «ZAE POSSIBLE rlsd TCONNANS Di: N
NI ANCw ®4ZRI ANC enEK THEIR FIZ_D FORIES CPERATELD, BN
NI 1T wAS NI, #E TC.T ME. AIICATING.Y § ASKED AI» TC

-

217 ANSaIR,

¢ §AJ GBEFEN??WT?’:\F' S TV
TOTOEATERL THATHATH e

4., TH1S AFTIANCCN 1 TA..ED CON SENERA. SAACIS.

@ i icsnzz aSiT AS 15 COR aONT, THEN SARCIA SONR_INIAT

. I CN ™Y wASHPINITON PCST INTERYIEG wmAlTsd HE SAID P2T
TPINGS ZQATT.Y RISAT. 1 THANKEC AN §5eT SAIC A% gag
SITTER KITZ TAAT CPINICN TC f{MSE_F SINKCE I SNGIARSTCCD
TC® INTERS HAT TOTAY TELT THE LCNF TOMSMITTEE THAl P2
EASE ¢2 SAn S& GCB2S Q1 CF €2 02033e%

Col WIT SmARI Mr 43Ze% ASCLT ®I.ITARY SATTIRS.

R 1474
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BELEASED

Fat| f"'v" hE T A N -'- i
\_ASS\E\L“ ’ e et D_..{:. - (1%)

e [ SSFED

S, #iTA THE MINTICN QF TNUZRS. I EXP.AINED TO JARCIA
THAT TCM HAG TQCAY JONE TO CONGRESS TOU QEFEND THAE
ACTITICAA. S5 MIL_ION IN MI_ITARY ASSISTANCE TC

T. SA_VATC AND THAT FGR K G000 PART OF THE REST CF
TAtS wIzk pE oCe.D BZ BEFORE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEIZS
IAPLAINING TAZ PRESICENT'S CERTIFICATION wHICH
PEAMITTED TONTINUQED AID TO Eu SALVYADOR. IN THIS
SCNNETTICON, 1 SAID, REFORTS PJBLISHED I[N THAE wASAINGTA
PCST ANT 7THE NEs YORK TIMES ABCOT ALLEGED MORAZAN
MASSACRE ANS TAZ INCIDENT OF MIGHT BEFORE AST TAJSED
SRTAT CONCERN. | ADDED TAERE wAS ONE G00D SENTENCE

IN THE BONNER PLIECT ANMD READ TO MM THE SENTENCE

SAZ NT THZRE «AS MO INDEPENDENT CONFIRMATEION wHO CID
TAZ L1-JIN3S AMD AOs MAMY AAD SEEM XI.LED,

6 AT A G T HE S ROARIAN BUS INES ST WAS - ARSROVECAS G AURE
Y EARKIST= P07 ASANDAZOTVITDTOFIFOURTALLON.

7. 1 SAID IT wAS CLEARLY PROPAGANDA THAT [TS
TIMING HAQ BEEK CAREFULLY C.ACU.ATED BUT THERE
¥IRT SO MANY GETAILS THAT [T %AS DIFFICULT-TO-DEAL.

«ITH THE STORIES. STTWASTHARTICULARLY:CCONCE RNED=QizR
”ﬂ:ﬁﬁ FERENCES IO THE_ATCACATLY sArrnhrcn CTAND

FA"GR"""A i -_|j
<ATTRCATS? Oﬂ QND IHO*‘AS AT STRAIJHTFORuARD.
SO LT My LIENEVER- A vE. KILn2D_,

ENTAST THESTORY =

L2 P P

FASZ a3 SAN SR 00825 01 OF 02 02033u1

CHIT I TROTEANO W HO™ L TV ORTZSA FIGATTBETBUTTHE™
WOUITUINIITREY AFTER SOME_FURTHER O[SCUSSIO, #E
SATO™THE™ATTACATL BATTAL I ON Hib‘wzsuﬂhfat"m
‘rczcr:"nanxns“rye—ozcsnaenfSursp. B UTZHESRETTERATED
TEATETAEESTORY™ ui?“l“PA:i”oF"“wss’~ﬁzmuoazn HOWEYZIR,
AT cvrcﬁrnwca-CAtEnEs And"bsr #15 STGRY SC™THAT

"-c--a 5z“pa=pna=o ,or TQ‘HFSﬂIﬂJTONFANu

R IS’ I.
R ?CR'IJJ C\ :nz:na.f u&-ﬂ'”?jeﬁﬁa OTﬁ A ;!S'ﬁ IIE

T LSS
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i LEASED

1€ yiJar Baruan Rirbe

T R e

.
DEGLASSTHED
TO SEE wAAT THEY SHOKED, HE ASKED ME 7O LEAVE
WITH 4[N THE STORIES AND [ DID SO ADQING AS A
SWEETNER THE WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL UF JANUARY 29
» SUPPCRTIKG QJR COHNOK POLICIES. ASTEOR-THE.SAN {
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ACTION §S-25

INFO OCT-01  ADS-00  §50-00 /025
---------- ~r-c--e-30642T 0203487 /72-62
0 0213381 .FEB 82 o
® FN AKEMBASSY SAK SALYAOOR

TO SECSTATE WASHOC IHMEDIATE 7702

. s:CTION 2 OF 2 SANK ALYADOR 0825

— EXDIS

%sﬁs ClOUSzﬂEETINGS!
CINTATHOUSE ;T WHEN=TROQPS 'OF "THE: FIRSTy ...
$BRIGADE MENTTTOFINVESTIGATE:” rner "HAD _BEEN- FIRED»U&QH.
BntGAnE%rnooPsEﬁESPouozn,Auo Tnosz 'KILLED HAD BEEN
TKICLEDSINFACTTON L HOREOYER¢¢HEAPOHS HADTBEENTSEI-IED.
. PROOF THAT EYENTS m\b BEEN"SUBSEQUENTLY<TCOLGRED

: BY LEFTIST PROPAGANDISTS WAS THAT THE INVESTIGATING
JUDGE KHAD BEEN TOLD NOTHING ABOUT ANY RAPES, WHICH
OF COURSE HAD NOT TAKEN PLACE, NOR HAD MORE THAK Tw0
WOMEN-SEEN.KILLED, BOTH OF WHOM HAD BEEM GUERRILLAS,

-----

“HEHAD olscusszn?untlnanrﬁoxantTLr viTH ol "PALATTOS,

.... =t

fBRIGADE COHHANDER. AKD HE EASSURE OF“HIS“FACTS.” Bk
8. I AGREEDTVITHFHIK? THATWAGA!N*PROPAGAND

B XPLOITING I EEUERUT I ALLONED T} HAYING: s?nz “PROBLENS
AN UNDERSTAKNDING, ALLEGAT{ONS..THAT SOME:OF TTHE-DEADRSHONED S IGNS
“*or ranruazﬁaunaﬁaurdopmnAvxusmaaeu,xtLLED WITH BULLETS TOLTHE

- HEAD .

AVERRED’AG#IH-THAT:‘THESE STORIES "MERE A FLOT 70
OISCREGIT THE“ARMED“FQRCES “AT -THLS CRITICAL JUNCTURE.
I SAID_TINING=WAS-INDEED "UNFORTUNATE:: ;

' R 1477
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BUT [T SEEMED TO ME THAT THERE ¥AS SOHE FACTUAL BASIS
FOR THE EXAGGERATED STORIES AKD [ COULD ONLY URGE

2 NCLASSIHRD
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HiM ONCE AGAIN TQO EXHORT HIS COMMANDER TO EXERCISE
HORE RIGORQUS COKTRQL QYER THEIR FORCES.

10. GARCIA THEN SAID T wAS INTERESTING THE LEFT

WAS NO LONGER SAYING AKYTHMING ABOUT THE NUKS CASE

ARO wE AGREED THAT THIS wAS BECAUSE REAL PROGRESS HAS
BEEN MADE AND THEZY KNOVW [T.

. 11, HE THEN SAID HE ¥ANTED TO TELL HE OF GRO¥IXG
RESENTHENT [N THE ARMY OVER PROPOSALS FROM POLITICIANS, THAT
THE ANNQUNCENENT OF THE TURNOYER OF THE ACCUSED FOR TRAIL
MHIGHT BE MADE BY POLITICANS AND NGT BY THE ARMED
FORCES. FROKXK THJS 1 INFERRED THAT HE ANOD DUARTE ARE

- BICKERING QVER ¥HO wilL SAY HAT, WHEN. KE ASKED ME FOR
MY YIEW,

12, ¢ REPLIED THAT IK MY PERSON OPINIGN IT MAS NOT
TOO JHPORTANT WHO MADE THE ANNOUNCEMENY BUT THAT IT )
WAS CRUCIAL THAT THE PRISONERS NOT BE TURNED OYER TO
THE CIVILIAN AUTHORITIES UNTIL THE CIYILIAN AUTHORITES
HAD SORTED OUT HOW TO HANDLE THE PROSECUTION. I SAJD
I HAD JUST LEARNED THAT AS OF SATURDAY, FISCALIA
. CATTOENY GENERAL'S OFFICEY WAS FAR FROM HAVING
DEYELOPED A PRCSECUTJON STRAGEGY THAT WOTBLD WORK.
KO OME, IN MY VYIEw, NEITHER THE ARMED FORCES KOR
THE POLITICANS, NOR MY GOVERKHENT COULD BENEFIT FRON
A LACK QF CARE ON JUDICIAL QUESTINS WERE THAT 70
UNDC THE SPLENDID EFFORTS OF THE KILITARY IHVESTIGATION.
WHAT WE WANTED WAS FOR THE KILLERS TO BE BROUGHT
- EFFECTIVELY TO JUSTICE. ONCE THE CASE MAS READYS
FOR PRESENTATION DEA :

PAGE 03 SAN SA 00825 02 OF 02 0203421

TILED AKNOUNCEMET SHKOULD QOF COURSE

BE MADE BY ¥HOM KAS NOT MY PRINCIPAL COKCERN AND,

IN THE MEANTIME, GENERAL STATEMEMTS SUCH AS HE MHAD MADE
LAST KUEK COULD SE USEFUL.

13. HE ASKED ME MHEN 1 THOUGH THE CIVILIAN AUTHORITIES
WOULD BE REACY. I SAID I HOPED WITHIN A FEW DAYS,

- HE SAIE HE HOPED S0, TO0O, BECAUSE THE GUARC, [N AODITION

TO ITS OTHELFPROBLENS, WANTED TC BE FREED OF GUARDING
THE PRISONERS.

I¥. [ TOOK MY LEAYE, HE THANKED HE FOR ALERTING HIM
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SFUEL 70 EL SALVADOR BY CAPIAIN EDUARDD AVILA AVILA, ““Rmg
ALLECED CONSPIRATOR IN THE 1980 ASSASSISATIONS OF TWO
r.S. CITIZENS IN THE SAN SALVADOR SHERATON HOIIL.

PLAINTIFF'S
EXHIBIT

1. CAPTAIN EDUARDO ({AYILA)) INILA-. A SALVADGRAN RICHTIIST l CASE
ARMED FORCES OF! FICER ALLEGED 10 HAYE BEEN A CONSPIRATOR 1IN THE NO ?‘9;{3364
' X - . -HURLEY

) R1173
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. _ ' BY CAPIAIN EDUARDD AVILA aVILA, ™
ALLEGED CONSPIRATOR IN THE ‘1980 ASSASSINATIONS OF O
TTIZENS ‘I8 THE SAN SALVADOR SHERATON HOIEL. - - -f

EUARDD CCAVILAD) ‘AVILA. A’ SALVADORAN RIGHTIST
LECED TO, HAVE ‘BEEN A CONSPIRATOR IK THE ~
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TR T L3S INATIORETOFETWDTLIS T CYTITENETIN THE 4N §aLVADL®
: “"'—“~CDAIE~.LTrsr£\3=Tx:S'rof"vts*r*-'”L'\I\ualsew~)
t‘ T ' .L_stw&«\‘_'HE\" o

SEBAE &muu*sirzum.suwmcg § norzcn:n $i-ARSED" CUA
ﬂi""fmbiﬁ"i\l} CIViL_DEFENSER—WHEN- Avu.t 15

AlthAL‘GUAlD“PIOVIDES‘Hl! HITP arﬁ

fZ‘LT:J\SL §IXRESTARMED MITH ALTONAT 1C-WEAPOY

Ay peag St FEF ST ,f-%

-~ 2:  AYILA. WHO 15 OFFICIALLY SUBJECT TO ARREST IN EL SALVADOR
FOR DISERTION, HAS BEEN AIDED IN ENTERING AND DEPARTING EL SALVADCE
EY RICATIST SYMPATHIZEAS IK THE IMXIGRATION SERVICE. WHILE IN

EL €3LVADCR. AVILA HAS MET WITH THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS 1IN THE -
$ANTA TECLA SAFEHOUSE: LIEUTENAXT COLONEL ROBERTO ({(STABENY’
EXECTTIVE OFFICEN OF THE CAVALRY REGIMENT. MAJOR EN2D CLILLI:‘J
((BL3:0J). NATIONAL POLICE CHIEF IN SANTA ANA: LIEUTENANT COLONEL
AR1STIDES ({MARQUEZ))., CHIEF OF THE INVESTICGATIONS SECTION CF THE
NATIZSAL POLICE; CAPTAIN RAFAEL ({LOPEL)) DavVILx, CHIEF OF THI
POLITICAL SECTION OF TAE NATIONAL POLICE: CAPTAIN FRANCISCO
({M22a%)) AECINDS, A TREASURY POLICE OFFICER: LIEUTENANT COLIMEL

JJ0AITIN ({ZACAPA)), EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF HILITARY DETACHMENT S1X:

AND LiELTESANT COLONEL RENE EMILIO ((PONCE)). CHIEF OF THE NITOR
VEH:CLES DEPARTNENT OF THE NATIONAL POLICE AND FORNER SUB-DIRECTOR
OF 15f TAEASURY POLICE. ADDITIONALLY, AYILA HAS MET WITH LIZUTENANY
RODCLFO ISIFRO ((LOPEZ)) SIBRLAK. ANOTHER ALL[CED CONSPIRATGR

IN 75Z SHERATON-KILLINCS: LIEUTENANT COLONEL MARIO DENIS ((aSRAN)) .
SALVAD0RAN MILITARY ATTACHE TO PANAMA: AND ROBERTO {{D'AUBLISSON)),
PREZZDENT OF THE NATIOKALIST REPUBLICAX ALLIANCE (ARENA) AXD &
PRZ:IDENT OF THE CONSTITUERT ASSEMBLY.

1. (CENREGY COMNENTTTTHERETISTSUBSTANTIAL SUPPORTFFORT . _
ECAP' % AVanvHITHlNrTHEMAxntb FORCES::ESPECIALLY,AHONG RIGES lST
QFF: CEIS..*jI ‘18> UHLIKSL?»THAT AVILA HILL EVER lE AARESIED I\ T
EL“‘«L?ADO!*AS“LOHG'AS HE~ RETAIhS “THE® SU'POIT or’ D AUIUISSD& "AKD

CTRE 3 IGKTIST-RILITART. orrxcns I
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SEFRET ¢
SECRET
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H&VE PEFUSED TO ASSIST IN CIVILIAN INVESTIGATIONS
INTD THE CPIRE3. EYEN THE USAID-FUNDED SPECIAL -
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il»ms“rsesz:;,rsm;:‘.Si-:ir ca-

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

INVESTIGATIVE UNIT (SIu-. COMMANDED BY A LIEUTENANT
COLONEL MILITARY ACADEMY GRADUARTE AND STAFFED
ENTIRELY BY ACTIVE DUTY POLICEMEN- HAS NOT BEEN
GRANTED ACCESS TO WITNESSES, FIREARMS., OR UNIT
PERSONNEL LISTS TO TRY TO SOLYVE SOME OF THE CRIMES.
‘NOTE: THE SIU WAS ONE OF THE GRIEVANCES LISTED BY
HILITARY COMMANDERS IN THE FALL OF 1987. SINCE THEN
POLICE FORCE COOPERATION WITH THE SIU EVEN ON CASES
NOT INVOLVING THE MILITARY HAS DECREASED.) IT IS
EVIDENT THAT THE COHMANDERS OF THE UNITS ARE
PESPONSIBLE FOR THE OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE. AND THEY
APPRPENTLY CAN COUNT ON AT LEAST SILENCE FPORN ANYONE
aQF EARIVALENT 0R HIGHER RANK.

'THEfsoonaprTv “QF: THE OFFICE,

25
QFFrrEPQwPOHHIWWVIULRTIONSTEﬁx?UHDUNE*WHEnﬂ EEs
-DaFIfEF 'UPRSHFJDLEPQNCE’OF§OFFTrEPS“HHG_BRDEPVHUGAN_
N ' ATISYNDROME.GF, =
| L”HJSCDNDUC]“BY
TEHERANINGHORFTcER
»-VICIE"FYT‘I‘BN FNONE
UR..GROSS

*HISUSE—OF«fOVERNHENLuEUNDS URHGTHERn£ORRU5L;fﬁ¥"

FRACTTEES. 1IN ESSENCE, AN OFFICER WHO GRADUATES FRON
THE MILITARY ACADEMY 15 PRACTICALLY GUARANTEED TO
MAaXE FOLONEL NO MATTER WHAT HE DOES: SHORT OF

PESIGNING NOF DYING. . - . .
SELRET

SECPET
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11, THE® SOLIDRRITY OFﬂJHEvOFFICERHCORPSTISLEI&T_m&T’
nﬂCUNSPIPRCY REEEVCLUSEI.SKEEETDNSMFROH
ﬂnunKENING°” SSOSTHMHEN JHE”HiLﬁhKf—UH\

R

TIN.. LﬁE._EﬁRLle

Pesunracsn. stN*rHuucH nuem"
GRAENTED™ RHNESTY FRUH PROSECUTION NOW. y
CHANG Bl NmHUNANTPIGHTS NBSERVANCE IN*R
MAT OCCUP BECAUSE-ALL FHETORFENDERSENEREL

) n("-f'ﬁﬂ
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cCLASSIFIED

SECRET o
?RﬁHmJHE*&ERWL&E;DBmﬁEJTumooFDREI N ANDSLA _ifj;ﬁqi,
T'%Iﬂshtr;gv~gmnzvasour~sspausex1 gﬁ&gﬁSTiLLWON
TETLVET U TY—CH NGEQLIBEI,“ﬁf”ﬁODSﬁn,, EXTER TDDLESEFOR
rIrHr1nc§rwshunnﬂusnsknaoshavnILnBLs“rof HEAY  HMAVING
MADE THE NECESSARY ADJUSTHENT TO THE NEW REALITY OF «
THE SOCIETY. THEY WOULD NOT NOW WANT TO HAVE THEIR
FORMEP ACTIVITIES AIRED IN PUBLIC. OTHER OFFICERS
UITH NOTHING TO HIDE ARE NEVERTHELESS UNHILLING TO
ar=1SE FELLODW OFFICERS BECAUSE OF A SENSE OF
fORPORATE HONOR IN WHICH A STAIN ON ANY OFFICER IS #A
STAIN ON THE ARMED FORCES. EVEN COL LOPEZ NUILA, WHO
IS RESPONSIBLE FOR RMANY OF THE HURAN RIGHTS
IMPROYEMENTS IN THE POLICE FORCES: NEYER PRESENTED
EVIDENCE OF MISDEEDS OF FELLOW QFFICERS TO THE CnneTs
FOP PROSECUTION: AND -ANY o:rlcgp WHO WOULD BREAK THE
fODE OF SILENCE WOULD LIKELY 2°C. COMMITTING CAREER AND
POSSIBLY PHYSICAL SUICIDE. THE EMBASSY HAS NMET RANY
GOo0D OFFICERS, BUT HAS YET 70O HEET THE ONE HHO HILL

casT THE FIRST STONE.

12. MO INVESTIGATIVE RECHANISH ' -
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FTHE® SALVA.DOR&“GEK‘EML STALE. THATmHELRAS, nounu:n [ ED. .87 GROWI!
- n:nzsr 3 Y_IH z,m;aw:«.uoubanssswmozaum &Lcﬂrs’fé'xours ovgn
TR “TALLEGEDU COMKITIED AT X mnsns«or—nmg‘&n (“DETACHHENT

STS (D COMMENT: THE ATROCETY oo

TTE c’m‘;’ms HUR CTETPEAGANT MEHBERS- OFZAY oopsurrvz
ERRNPETOQK T BUACETONTTTTFEBRUAR V- AND | EYEWITNESSEST SAIDTTHAT TRHE
MURDEAS WERE COHAL‘LIEBKET"GRIFORN}:D‘TEOOPS“OF“THE’*SIi-I'H';"- .
*DEr”'ae&H‘zx“f"'umm"ms:ccmmax;araﬂm;s_,};vmokzc LF1C x-cu‘aa-om?.)’ 5
. wqg_,_\gr-:s-) =y'IDES CONFIDED ] T HAT WHILEZHEZDID NOTﬂ_DOU!TLTXAT“"“

?rTGhEROA WAS curtrror:;surm [SINC THE MASSACRE OR . YR THAT

CETXCHRENT SIX TROOPS WERE “INVOLVED “HE”PREFERREDTHATIITHE

INCIDENT BE FORGOTTEN SINCE ANY PUBLIC KENTION OF THE CaSE .
COULD ONLY ADVERSELY AFFECT -THE. 1MAGE'OF THE ARMED FORCES.

1. VIDES INSTRUCTED LIEUTENANT GOLONEL RICARDO ARISTIDES
((CIENFUEGGS)). CYLEF OF THE ARNLD FORCES PRESS COMMISSION

fCDPRErA) TO PLaT<DOWN IHE" TNCIDENT. AS. MUCH: AS~ POSSIBI;E“ -

IR oA [0 THAT HERAE TRANS FERRED,CAETAL S ECUENGA TERON SONSONATE
.o’ﬁonxzmnﬁsnrsn“rﬂr‘ﬁs HOBED (THE NOVE-HOULD.SUEETEE' AS
ANSKLTERNATLVE,JOnBROSECUTINGTHTNIg VIDES ADDED THAT HE HAD

90 INTENTION @F ALLOWING THE PACSECUTION OF COLONEL ELMEA

((CONZALEZ)) ARAUJO, SONSONATE DEPARTHENTAL COMRANDER ALTHOUGH

VIDES OPINED THAT GONZALEZ MAY HAVE ORDERED THE MASSACRE OF

THE PEASANTS. VIDES STRESSED HIS VIEW THAT PROSECUTION OF

WILLITARY OFFICERS WOULD DAMAGE THE MORALE OF THE ARMED FORCES . .
\S A WHOLE ‘AND THE OFFICER CORPS IF PARTICULAR AND WOULD

BE USED AS A PROPAGANDA ISSUE BY LEFTIST INSURGENTS

3. (‘mmm:‘wzt‘ms s:conrrncnzxsmcu avmmtm
TEAT GENERAL ¥ VIDES: _RAS HO: wrgnnoa or PURSUING THE 18 SUEZTO~
me{ RLGH‘ES ABUSE arfm”“f‘unsﬁ-roaczs FEECis HAS “DEMONSTRATED=BY"
PO IRTHENT OF usmnm?*”comne:»wnsrr‘ﬁf(*(nowmrr"
"QEE’?.""KNOW*KIGHTI'S‘FJIH'P"L TCATED 1K TH] THESTYS ITHURDERSTOF-THO -

LIS CITIZENS IN;LHE;SHERATUN “ROTEL STOTHEADSTHESENGINEER
wc*rmn cmzn’(’CHEA);L_g; :
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Rashingeon. D.C 20520

| RELEASED
El Salvador: Human Rights
Loeck' Prosect (1993)

UNCLASSIFic:

June 29, 1%37

TO: ARA = EKllictt Abrams

TEROUZR: ARA -~ William G. Walker:

FROX: ARA/CEN: Richard E. Mal:ion

SOUBJECT: Your Keeting VIth SAlVAdBzan Chiaf ‘Of )

Adolfc-31anbon T Tunsaiy; JuAe-3074z72:30-psRs >V

Ceneral Blanoon iz bere cn a xission top. * U.*
officials on toe starus of the war ap’ T5." oar:i. ze
undouptedly is eager to countel tne piicepsivi., loliowiag the
Xl Parziso disastar, that the ESAT iz on the delensive 2 . T.S.
nilitary assistance may have been sqguandered.

The ISAY bis acquitted itsell wvell in a nomber of defeazive
actions against goerrilla acztacks subseguent to E)l Parfaliso and
bas blunted the FMIN's attappt to regain the iniziative, It
catrent neticnvide campaign - Operation L:. Col. Eontesrosz -
hovevar, appesrs to have paen undertakan =ach mors 2or
appearances tnan for potential milizary gain. It is zleer Z:on
PAD resporzing and Zrom the high commané's own contats TapPorts
=hat soSe UBATE eie npc:liing agg-eEsively, while Dinezs AIs
boléing back. PEven the aggreszive opssations ars pot motivated
by m0llé ipszelligencs but dppeds to ba sizply svesps. The
guerrilias bave been taking advancage of this sizoazion by
making very baxvy and saZfective r3ze of lanf rines ané
barrassing tactics. ZToe nuchets of guesrrillas killed, ceptuzed
oz wounded and the lack of a clex: opjeccive do nmor kppesr to
Justify the bhign expenfiitare of boih buman and mazesial
remgurces in thia operation. For instance, the Pifzh Brigade
Isported 1,692 patrols and €32 amsuabhes conductad az of Jone
23, but only 10 guerrillalcasvalties. This is in contrast vith
1zt ysar's Operacion Fenix waich, though costly, succeeded in
clezring rnes gusrrillas from a major, highly visible strongbold.

Among some guarters of the PSAPF ofZicer corps, and perhaps
it i3 the mejority, there appesrs to be a business as usual
attitude. Altbough the GDOELS has 56,000 xen under arns -

. dpcluding the poblic security forces, and the guerzillas bave 5
- 7,000 comsatants, there bas been lictle prograss in the past
Ye2r. Toere ate reliable’ reports thar tbe FELK i3
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