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Judicial Power of the Nation 
[Printed on the left of the page: FOR OFFICIAL USE] 

On October twenty-six, 1972, at 14:15 hours, the Court was called into session in Penitentiary Unit 

[illegible], in accordance with arrangements made on page 47 of the court records: SANTUCHO 

ANA CRISTINA MARCELA EVA [illegible] INES AGAINST NATIONAL STATE AND/OR 

WHOEVER PROVES TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR DAMAGES, and page 35 of the document 

entitled: LELCHUK DE BONET ALICIA AGAINST NATIONAL STATE (COMMANDER IN 

CHIEF OF THE NAVY) FOR DAMAGES. The plaintiffs’ lawyers in both trials appear before 

[illegible]. For the first trial aforementioned, Dr. Alberto Villagra, Ulises Omar Gomez and 

[illegible]milcar L. Santucho, and Dr. Manuela Elmina Santucho as proxy; for the plaintiffs of the 

second file, Dr. Mario Martin Diehl Gainza as attorney and proxy, and his client and plaintiff in the 

trial. [illegible]licia Noemi Lelchuk de [illegible]onet. For both trials, Dr. Jorge Carlos Ibarborde 

appears as lawyer and proxy of the National State; he has already attended as party in the first of 

the aforementioned trials and requests to be included as party in the court records LELCHUK DE 

BONET ALICIA NOEMI AGAINST NATIONAL STATE (COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE 

NAVY) ABOUT DAMAGES, recording his domicile in Comodoro Py and Corbeta Uruguay 

(Libertad Building of the Command in Chief of the Navy), 13th floor, Office 13-81, Federal 

Capital. He requests His Honor deem including his attendance as party, and record his domicile. 

Once the session was opened, Dr. Rodolfo A. Moschini, National Justice forensic doctor whose 

attendance was requested by the Court, proceeded to review the people who will give their 

testimonial declaration, and informed His Honor verbally, to be ratified later in writing, that their 

physical condition was sufficiently apt to make a statement with no time restriction. Thereupon, 

Mr. Vicente Alberto CAMPS, from whom an oath to tell the truth is taken, said his name is Alberto 

MIGUEL CAMPS; he is Argentinean, 24 years old, single, student, with domicile in this 

Penitentiary Unit. He is asked as per the content of this interrogation added to page 78 of the first of 

the files already mentioned in this session. He answered TO THE FIRST: that the general questions 

asked to witnesses do not apply to him. TO THE SECOND: They made demands for conditions 

that would ensure [their] physical integrity. That these consisted in demanding the presence of a 

Judge along with a physician who could witness their good physical condition, that the Judge go 

with them to prison U 6 in order for them to be accommodated in the prison. All of those conditions 

were accepted by the Judge and Captain Sosa, with the exception of the last condition. TO THE 

THIRD: that these conditions were demanded, as they faced the possibility of being tortured by the 

authority to which they were being delivered. He has evidence of everything he has declared, 

because he was in the place. TO THE FOURTH: They were taken in a military bus belonging to the 

base, the judge whose intervention was requested and who got off the bus before it left, because it 

had been de///
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///clared an emergency area. After that, they were moved to the Contraalmirante Zar Naval Base. 

The judge mentioned in this answer is Rawson Federal Judge. TO THE FIFTH: They were 

accommodated in the prison cells of the base. As for their treatment, it was partly reasonable and 

partly unreasonable. Examples of the latter are moments when they were made to lie on the 

ground for prolonged periods, sometimes dressed and sometimes naked; and this circumstance 

was particularly hard considering how cold it was. At night, they were allowed to sleep very little 

and were woken up with shouts or insults. During meals, officers would order guards to point their 

weapons at them, weapons with ammunition in the chamber and without the safety switch on, and 

orders included shooting them at the slightest movement. The previously mentioned periods of 

lying on the ground would last an hour or an hour and a half, depending on the criterion of the 

officer ordering it. To go to the bathroom, [detainees] were taken one by one with their hands on 

their head, followed by an armed soldier in the conditions previously described. He clarifies that 

the same treatment was reserved for women as for men. They received death threats directly, 

especially from Officer Bravo. For example, in one of the meals, the deponent heard the 

aforementioned officer say to a subordinate that instead of killing them, they were feeding them. 

He clarifies that what was meant was that they should kill them instead of feeding them. When he 

heard this, he was eating alone, and he thinks it was dinner time. TO THE SIXTH: On the early 

morning of the twenty-second day of August, they were woken up with shouts, which also 

happened in previous daybreaks when they were subjected to interrogations. Captain Sosa was 

ordering them to fold their blankets and mattresses while insulting them and telling them that now 

they would find out what anti-guerrilla terror was, and telling them to look downward. In such 

circumstances, blankets and mattresses were piled up in the passageway dividing the cells, more 

specifically in the hall entering that passageway, as was ordinarily done. In this proceeding, the 

witness proceeds to draw a plan of the place showing how cells were distributed, their number, 

and the place where mattresses were piled up. He says he had been, alternately, in numbers 2, 6, 

and 10; and he ordinarily was located in the last one, where he also had been stayingwas on the 

early morning the question refers to. The deponent says that the size of the cells in which he 

stayed was similar, that is, 4 m deep by 2 m in the front, and that the passageway separating the 

two cell rows was approximately 1.80 m, adding that maybe 1.50 m. He clarifies that only those in 

cells 1 to 6 went to pile up mattresses and blankets in the place already described, but not those in 

cells 7 to 10. In the circumstances described, they were ordered by Captain Bravo to leave the 

cells and stand by them, looking at the floor and facing the place marked with letter A in the plan. 

He clarifies that, save for the previous///
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Judicial Power of the Nation 

[Printed on the left of the page: FOR OFFICIAL USE] 

/// day, when a similar process had taken place—i.e., the fact that all the detained men were 

gathered in the center of the passageway of the central hall, which is not drawn in the plan, and 

which happened for their identification by Judge Quiroga—, this was the first time all of them 

together were taken out of their cells, and not one by one as usual. In the conditions thus noted, 

after one or two minutes had passed since the detainees had made a line outside the cells, and 

without any triggering element or event whatsoever, the detainees were fired at with machine guns 

or automatic guns that shot bursts of fire from point A in the plan. The deponent cannot specify the 

number of people who opened fire from that end. He explains that Pujadas, Mrs. Santucho, and 

Bonet were by cells 2, 4, and 5, respectively, and that these were occupied by 2 or 3 (cell 2), 3 (cell 

4), and 2 (cell 5) detainees. Pujadas, Suarez, and Mena were in cell 2; he thinks Capelo and 

Ulla were in cell 3; Mrs. Santucho, Maria Angelica Sabelli, and Maria Antonia Berger were in cell 

4; Toschi and Pedro Bonet were in cell 5; Del Rey and Polti were in cell 6; and [illegible]usana 

Lesgart and Clarisa Laplace were in cell 7; Alfredo Khont and Haidar were in cell [illegible]—until 

the day before, Astudillo had also been in cell 9, but after the identification before Judge Quiroga, 

he was moved to cell 3 or cell 2; the deponent and Delfino were in cell 10. These last two, that is, 

Delfino and the deponent, went back to their cell when they heard the shots, and weren’t reached 

by any shot, and they lay flat on the floor while they kept hearing bursts of machine guns. A few 

minutes later, those gun bursts ceased and he heard voices saying, “this one is still alive”, followed 

by a bang. He doesn’t know whose voice that was and believes the bang came from a short-range 

weapon. He then went on hearing isolated shots until officer Bravo appeared at the door of the 

deponent’s cell and ordered its occupants to stand up. This officer was carrying a short-range 

weapon (45 pistol) and he asked them if they would answer in an interrogation. They replied “no.” 

He immediately shot the deponent and then Mario Delfino. Both fell. The former, the first one 

shot, was hit in the abdomen (left side) from a distance of 1.50 m; and the second one from another 

later shot that the deponent heard from the floor and that left Delfino totally motionless. The 

deponent didn’t hear Delfino groan after the shot, either. He adds that the deponent stayed in that 

position 30 or 45 minutes and that, during the first 5 or 10 minutes, he went on hearing isolated 

bangs.          ///
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///Then the bangs stopped and he heard voices but didn’t understand what they were saying. The 

deponent tried not to move or moan to avoid what he understood was happening to the rest, that is, 

that they were being finished off. Approximately 30 minutes later, two nurses showed up, turned him 

around, and took his pulse. Five or ten minutes later, he was removed from there in a stretcher and 

taken to the base infirmary, where the deponent says he saw Polti, Haidar, [illegible], Astudillo, or 

Bonet. Then he saw Berger brought in. There, they put a gauze on his wound and he received an 

injection, and then he lost consciousness or fell asleep. He thinks that the person in the stretcher where 

Astudillo or [illegible]onet was (he cannot specify who it was) was still alive. It was day already when 

the deponent was moved in an ambulance, with Haidar in another ambulance, and also taken to the 

airport; and they were moved to the Naval Hospital of Bahia Blanca. AT THIS POINT, THE PARTY 

DESISTED FROM ASKING THE REMAINING QUESTIONS ON THE DOCUMENT AND 

THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS WERE FORMULATED: TO THE SEVENTH, do you know 

how distant the Almirante Zar Naval Air Base of Trelew is from the cities of Rawson and 

Trelew? And do you know the characteristics of the terrain between them? HE ANSWERED 

that between the aforementioned base and Trelew he estimates the distance is 4 or 5 km, and 

between the base and Rawson, about 20 km. The topography of the place is completely flat, and he 

cannot specify more. TO THE EIGHTH, while you were detained in the naval air base and until 

the moment in which, in your case, you declared before the Navy Investigating Judge, did you 

receive visits or news from family members or your defenders? HE ANSWERED: during the 

lapse of time indicated, he had no communication with the people mentioned in the question. He 

gave his declaration before the Navy Investigating Judge two days after surgery. TO THE 

NINTH, did you report to the Navy Investigating Judge all the circumstances and events you 

have stated here? HE ANSWERED: Yes. At this point, the plan drawn in this act by the witness, 

and signed by him and by the parties’ counsels and attorneys, is added to the declaration. 

Whereupon, the declaration was formalized. I hereby certify that in my presence, and after reading 

and ratifying the declaration, the deponent and all those present signed after His Honor stamped his 

signature. 
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I CERTIFY: Having before me court records entitled SANTUCHO Ana Cristina, Marcela 

Eva, and Gabriela Inés against National State and/or whoever proves to be responsible for 

damages,” being processed before Federal Court No 6 for Cicil [sic] and Commercial Matters 

of the Capital, under Dr. Jorge O. Arana Tagle, Clerk’s Office No 18 of the undersigned, let it 

be known that the preceding photocopies have the same content as the originals filed on pages 

79 to 81. 

Secretary’s Office, February 2, 1973. 

[Square seal reads: FEDERAL COURT No 6, (illegible)] 

[Illegible rubrics and seals underneath] 
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