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15. As tensions escalated, those who could leave Liberia did so. On May 31, 1990,

the United Nations evacuated its international staff and closed its offices. However, I stayed in

Liberia to continue my reporting.

16. By July 1990, the rebel forces were converging on Monrovia, Liberia. Charles

Taylor’s NPFL forces were entering the city from the east, whereas Prince Johnson’s rival rebel

group, the Independent National Patriotic Front (“INPFL”), was approaching the city from the

north. As I reported at the time, by July 27, 1990, Taylor’s forces had reached the transmitters

and studios of Liberian national radio, ELWA, in Paynesville, about six miles from the city

centre. A copy of my script for the July 27 broadcast is attached to this Declaration as Exhibit D.

17. The Liberian Government and its AFL forces were trapped in the centre of the

city, and they were panicking. There was no way out of the central city, and no cars, water, or

food for ordinary soldiers. Around this time, there were rumours that the Americans were going

to evacuate President Doe by helicopter—leaving the rest of the AFL soldiers at the mercy of the

rebels.

18. The AFL’s enclave in Monrovia was centred on the Executive Mansion, where a

contingent of elite, well-armed AFL soldiers were based. Although the NPFL were approaching

Monrovia, through late July 1990, the AFL was based around the Executive Mansion and

maintained control of the Sinkor area of Monrovia, which included St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

(the “Lutheran Church”).

19. The many Manos and Gios fleeing the AFL forces had sought shelter in churches

and schools in Monrovia. By late July 1990, diplomats and aid workers in Monrovia had warned

of the vulnerability of churches and schools serving as shelters, given the number and Mano and

Gio people concentrated there, including young men whom the AFL suspected of sympathizing






















































