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PHILADELPHIA - Survivors of a church massacre in Liberia that took place nearly three
decades ago allege the man that led the massacre is residing in Pennsylvania and are seeking
damages.

Jane W, in her individual capacity and in her capacity as the personal representative of the
estates of her relatives James W, Julie W, and Jen W; John X, in his individual capacity, and in
his capacity as the personal representative of the estates of his relatives, Jane X, Julie X,
James X; and John Y and John Z filed a complaint on Feb. 12 in the U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of Pennsylvania against Moses W. Thomas citing the Alien Tort Statute and
Torture Victim Protection Act and other counts.
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According to the complaint, the plaintiffs are direct survivors of the St. Peter's Lutheran
Church massacre that occurred in 1990 in Monrovia, Liberia. The plaintiffs still reside in
Liberia, the suit states.

"The church was a designated Red Cross humanitarian aid center sheltering civilians
displaced from the growing violence in Liberia’s countryside and in the capital city of
Monrovia," the suit states.

According to the complaint, the defendant was a colonel and head of a specialized branch of
the government's Armed Forces of Liberia.

"At Thomas’s command, these armed forces surrounded the Lutheran Church and, over the
course of several hours, indiscriminately shot or hacked to death approximately 600 sleeping
civilian men, women and children taking refuge there. The Lutheran Church Massacre was
part of a larger campaign of violence against the Mano and Gio ethnic groups by the AFL.
Plaintiffs, who survived the Lutheran Church Massacre by hiding under piles of dead bodies,
witnessed the slaughter of hundreds of civilians, including their own family members," the
suit states.

The suit states he currently resides in Sharon Hill after immigrating to the United States.

"Plaintiffs institute this action against Thomas seeking compensatory and punitive damages
for torts in violation of international and domestic law, and seek damages for extrajudicial
killing and attempted extrajudicial killing; torture; cruel, inhuman, degrading treatment or

punishment; war crimes; and crimes against humanity," the suit states.

The plaintiffs request a trial by jury and seek compensatory damages, punitive and exemplary
damages, court costs and any further relief the court grants. They are represented by Nushin
Sarkarati, Carmen Cheung and Kathy Roberts of Center for Justice and Accountability in San
Francisco; Laurence S. Shtasel and James T. Giles of Blank Rome LLP in Philadelphia; and
Catherine Amirfar, Matthew E. Fishbein and Sonia R. Farber of Debevoise & Plimpton LLP in
New York.

U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania Case number 2:18-cv-00569-PBT

Want to get notified whenever we write about U.S. District Court For The
SHARES Eastern District Of Pennsylvania ?



Next time we write about U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania, we'll email you a link to the story. You
may edit your settings or unsubscribe at any time.

Sign-up for Alerts

Organizations in this Story

U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania (/organizations/645092774-u-s-district-court-for-the-
eastern-district-of-pennsylvania/stories)

More News

(/stories/511345787-student-files-class-action-against-temple-university-over-ranking-of-online-mba-program)
Feb 16, 2018

Student files class action against Temple University over ranking of online MBA program (/stories/511345787-student-
files-class-action-against-temple-university-over-ranking-of-online-mba-program)

"

’ T we T -
. W
. W W =
o b
.

R R e
\nju‘mﬂo .

] —

(/stories/511345801-hatfield-woman-alleges-long-term-disability-benefits-were-unlawfully-terminated)

Feb 16, 2018

Hatfield woman alleges long-term disability benefits were unlawfully terminated (/stories/511345801-hatfield-woman-
alleges-long-term-disability-benefits-were-unlawfully-terminated)

SHARES


https://pennrecord.com/organizations/645092774-u-s-district-court-for-the-eastern-district-of-pennsylvania/stories
https://pennrecord.com/stories/511345787-student-files-class-action-against-temple-university-over-ranking-of-online-mba-program
https://pennrecord.com/stories/511345787-student-files-class-action-against-temple-university-over-ranking-of-online-mba-program
https://pennrecord.com/stories/511345801-hatfield-woman-alleges-long-term-disability-benefits-were-unlawfully-terminated
https://pennrecord.com/stories/511345801-hatfield-woman-alleges-long-term-disability-benefits-were-unlawfully-terminated

(/stories/511345792-us-bortek-1lc-alleges-vermeer-mid-atlantic-failed-to-provide-reliable-equipment)

Feb 16, 2018

US Bortek LLC alleges Vermeer Mid Atlantic failed to provide reliable equipment (/stories/511345792-us-bortek-llc-
alleges-vermeer-mid-atlantic-failed-to-provide-reliable-equipment)

(/stories/511345790-onsite-340b-alleges-340basics-breached-agreement-poached-employee)

Feb 16, 2018

Onsite 340B alleges 340Basics breached agreement, ‘poached’ employee (/stories/511345790-onsite-340b-alleges-
340basics-breached-agreement-poached-employee)

(/stories/511345 798—woman—alleges—she—was—wrongfully—terminated—from—position—with—amerihealth—caritas)

Feb 16, 2018

Woman alleges she was wrongfully terminated from position with Amerihealth Caritas (/stories/511345798-woman-
alleges-she-was-wrongfully-terminated-from-position-with-amerihealth-caritas)

SHARES


https://pennrecord.com/stories/511345792-us-bortek-llc-alleges-vermeer-mid-atlantic-failed-to-provide-reliable-equipment
https://pennrecord.com/stories/511345792-us-bortek-llc-alleges-vermeer-mid-atlantic-failed-to-provide-reliable-equipment
https://pennrecord.com/stories/511345790-onsite-340b-alleges-340basics-breached-agreement-poached-employee
https://pennrecord.com/stories/511345790-onsite-340b-alleges-340basics-breached-agreement-poached-employee
https://pennrecord.com/stories/511345798-woman-alleges-she-was-wrongfully-terminated-from-position-with-amerihealth-caritas
https://pennrecord.com/stories/511345798-woman-alleges-she-was-wrongfully-terminated-from-position-with-amerihealth-caritas

(/stories/511344672-homeowner-sues-his-insurance-broker-for-inactive-policy-coverage-in-aftermath-of-house-
fire)

Feb 15, 2018

Homeowner sues his insurance broker for inactive policy coverage in aftermath of house fire (/stories/511344672-
homeowner-sues-his-insurance-broker-for-inactive-policy-coverage-in-aftermath-of-house-fire)

Trending

RD Legal Funding asks for oral arguments as it fights lawsuit from CFPB, N.Y. AG (/stories/511333009-rd-legal-funding-
asks-for-oral-arguments-as-it-fights-lawsuit-from-cfpb-n-y-ag)

Ingram Barge Co. LLC seeks damages over Ohio River barge breakaway (/stories/511334143-ingram-barge-co-llc-seeks-
damages-over-ohio-river-barge-breakaway)

Susquehanna Auto Inc. alleges Columbia individual is using infringing mark for business (/stories/511332497-

susquehanna-auto-inc-alleges-columbia-individual-is-using-infringing-mark-for-business)
SHARES


https://pennrecord.com/stories/511344672-homeowner-sues-his-insurance-broker-for-inactive-policy-coverage-in-aftermath-of-house-fire
https://pennrecord.com/stories/511344672-homeowner-sues-his-insurance-broker-for-inactive-policy-coverage-in-aftermath-of-house-fire
https://pennrecord.com/stories/511333009-rd-legal-funding-asks-for-oral-arguments-as-it-fights-lawsuit-from-cfpb-n-y-ag
https://pennrecord.com/stories/511333009-rd-legal-funding-asks-for-oral-arguments-as-it-fights-lawsuit-from-cfpb-n-y-ag
https://pennrecord.com/stories/511334143-ingram-barge-co-llc-seeks-damages-over-ohio-river-barge-breakaway
https://pennrecord.com/stories/511332497-susquehanna-auto-inc-alleges-columbia-individual-is-using-infringing-mark-for-business

In Pennsylvania, you can drive an Uber while still collecting unemployment (/stories/511332471-in-pennsylvania-you-
can-drive-an-uber-while-still-collecting-unemployment)

BioTelemetry employee alleges he is owed unpaid overtime wages (/stories/511332499-biotelemetry-employee-alleges-
he-is-owed-unpaid-overtime-wages)

Want to get notified whenever we write about U.S. District Court For The Eastern
District Of Pennsylvania ?

Next time we write about U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, we'll email you a link to
the story. You may edit your settings or unsubscribe at any time.

@ Sign-up for Alerts

Partner Sites

Cook Sq?/km:tg Record Louisiana Record Southeast Texas Record
(https://cookcountyrecord.com) (https://lo. .sianarecord.com) (https://sete .r.srecord.com)


https://pennrecord.com/stories/511332471-in-pennsylvania-you-can-drive-an-uber-while-still-collecting-unemployment
https://pennrecord.com/stories/511332499-biotelemetry-employee-alleges-he-is-owed-unpaid-overtime-wages
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CJK67fyOHWsD1DNOp-gOJ8JPADLu9iLJQi_y34c8FzuWSisUJEAEg57q4DWDJ9viGgICgGaABs6rsyQPIAQLgAgCoAwHIA5kEqgS0Ak_Q1GoJRFgV3GlvSViGxN2Ww9Hc34xBSHM4UZ6sOCNqXcUl2URbSUesfqNIR0joLd4dDdvXKQNLGflpVonAVe27G6BxqvtnKNVb6-hMafTGPG918heNr-husHtw3v2sS3Lf9ztjfz58tRgeCcIux_IF9nP9udn7c1cPEKyaJLzLYJZf2siCYc1bKnjRsqpGgQMniZdjNvmA5e41ZwfFRa7pTRX4bTRW83ylwaPXWggqOpSmScXCrjFYByq7bssPzUeqj8e_tBfEsvkR43fxN28lsUxeRc-BYU5OxgcW4LMtj8Ezk5-1zyGWX762lzEsZmNABTTxyGDJ92dqCMk1u6u7wZre2oWxqyJ1z_trkMA02MFXVOc5lv5KAqzdEn1qCjdaFx6B7M5Nog2OId9heqaxQ7-54AQBoAYCgAe11ZM2qAemvhvYBwHSCAcIgGEQARgBsQmrMV2if9hHDoAKAdgTAg&num=1&cid=CAASEuRohyWs2hzpxpfT8Yen-NcUmA&sig=AOD64_3jlZEizp0zDhQYh7ZIS4-RrOow9Q&client=ca-pub-9789804977163478&adurl=https://ad.atdmt.com/s/go%3Badv%3D11092200846529%3Bec%3D11092200846726%3Bc.a%3D863731155%3Bs.a%3Dgoogle%3Bp.a%3D863731155%3Bas.a%3D41812703497%3Bqpb%3D1%3B%3Fbidkw%3Ddefaultkeyword%26dvc%3Dc%26h%3Dhttps://www.glossier.com/products/milky-jelly-cleanser
https://cookcountyrecord.com/
https://louisianarecord.com/
https://setexasrecord.com/

Florida Record (https://flarecord.com) Madison County Record West Virginia Record

Legal News Line (https://madisonrecord.com) (https://wvrecord.com)

(https://legalnewsline.com) Northern California Record

https: 1 d.
St. Louis Record (https://stlouisrecord.com)( ps://norcalrecord.com)

Contact

Email: news@pennrecord.com (mailto:news@pennrecord.com)

f (https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pennsylvania-Record/338776239487764) (https://twitter.com/pennrecord)

Copyright © 2018 Pennsylvania Record. All rights reserved. N (/stories.rss)

News (/stories)  About (/about-us) Contact (/contact) Privacy Policy (/privacy) Terms of Service (/terms)

SHARES


https://flarecord.com/
https://legalnewsline.com/
https://stlouisrecord.com/
https://madisonrecord.com/
https://norcalrecord.com/
https://wvrecord.com/
mailto:news@pennrecord.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Pennsylvania-Record/338776239487764
https://twitter.com/pennrecord
https://pennrecord.com/stories.rss
https://pennrecord.com/stories
https://pennrecord.com/about-us
https://pennrecord.com/contact
https://pennrecord.com/privacy
https://pennrecord.com/terms

