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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OBADA MZAIK, Case No. 1:22-cv-00042-ACR
Plaintiff, Complaint for Torture
v 28 U.S.C. § 1605A
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC,
Defendant.

DECLARATION OF SJAC.W004
I, STAC.WO004, hereby declare as follows
Background of the Witness

1. Thave personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration. If called as a witness, I
would testify truthfully to these facts under oath.

2. I am a veterinarian who worked in Daraa and owned a veterinary clinic in the Nawa area,
as well as a poultry trading company.

3. When the revolution began in Daraa, I was not convinced that the regime could change
peacefully, nor am I someone who could bear arms. Therefore, I was against the ongoing
changes. However, socially, I couldn't be against the people with respect to their legitimate
demands that they were making.

Reasons and Circumstances of Detention

4. On March 21, 2011, I was at my uncle’s house. At that time, my uncle was speaking on
radio broadcasts about the situation and popular demands. I went to his house to ask him
to tone down his media statements, given his advanced age and out of fear that the regime
might harm him, as they would not respect his age or status if they arrested him.

5. During my visit, his house was raided by several intelligence personnel in civilian clothes.
They arrested him that day and took me along, despite my uncle’s wife telling them I was
a guest and had no connection to what he was discussing. They, of course, did not listen to

her.
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The scene outside the house was imposing, with about fifty patrol cars. [ overheard security
personnel talking among themselves, saying that the number of arrests so far was small and
that they were obligated to fill the bus completely with detainees. One of them called the
soldiers at the Panorama checkpoint, ordering them to close the checkpoint and arrest
everyone who arrived there without even questioning them. Their obsession and concern
were to arrest the required number, regardless of the reason. Indeed, between the
neighbourhood and the checkpoint, the number was completed, with thirty people
randomly apprehended.

They then took us to Military Security. During that journey, we were beaten horrifically
until we entered the Military Security branch. The number of soldiers far exceeded the
number of detainees, and they welcomed us with severe and violent beatings.

Transfer to Air Force Intelligence Branch at Mezzeh Military Airport

During my transfer by car to the Air Force Intelligence branch at Mezzeh Military Airport,
I was severely beaten and insulted. Upon arrival, I realized I was at the Intelligence branch.
I surrendered my personal belongings and was assigned the number eighty-three (83).
The cell measured 6m x 6m. I remained there for two weeks with the same daily routine,
sleeping only four hours a day. Our number ranged between seventy and ninety people,
fluctuating as people were taken for interrogation.

The first twenty days consisted of perfunctory interrogation, but it was purely torture. The
interrogation was just torture; no one asked me any questions. I was beaten with sticks and
cables and suspended in various positions. Once, they tied my hands behind my back and
lifted my body upwards. Another time, they lifted me in a way that made me feel severe
pain in my shoulders and back, as if it were a hot skewer. Not wanting to beg, and with a
wall beside me, I kept hitting my head against the wall until I lost consciousness.

One day, they forgot about me during the change of torture shifts and left me in the torture
courtyard for thirty-six hours. They searched for me everywhere until they found me semi-
unconscious in the open courtyard on an extremely cold day.

I could hear the sounds of people being tortured, their groans and pleas. The person being
tortured would try to say anything (confessing to whatever the interrogator wanted) to stop
the torture for a few minutes. Next to me was a person from Al-Raml Al-Janoubi in Latakia,

a taxi driver unrelated to anything. That day, he fabricated a story about stealing a tank,
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killing a checkpoint [sic: killing checkpoint guards], and then towing it with his car. The
officer laughed, knowing it was pure fiction to waste time and reduce torture, but he
listened to the entire story, playing along and asking him to invent more stories.

During our torture sessions, one of the personnel supervising the torture became enraged
when a detainee shouted at him. He began kicking the detainee's face continuously and
violently until he died at his feet, with fractures in his skull and jaw and a mangled face.
They told the head of interrogation, "This person has died," to which he replied,
"Congratulations, you'll receive a bonus for this." As a result, the security personnel wanted
to kill detainees daily.

In our cell, there were two boys aged 15 or younger from the village of Lildo in Eastern
Ghouta. They would wet themselves out of fear after being beaten, and were forced to
confess the names of the people they had killed. They were beaten, and with each strike of
the stick and whip, they would increase the number of people they confessed to killing.
Then they were asked to specify locations, as if these children were some kind of mighty
Rambo. From the severity of the beating, they confessed against all the village residents.
Afterwards, these two children were raped with an iron rod until they bled. I later met their
father in another cell although their village had not intervened or participated in any way,
not even in small demonstrations. The boys’ father told people in the cell that he had
nothing to do with anything and was only there because of his son's confessions.

Inside the cell, we were just numbers, and people were afraid to reveal anything that
someone might say under torture. We were subjected to torture for about twenty hours
daily, including eight to ten hours in suspended positions, without any questions being
directed at us.

After the third week, following three hours of beating and suspension, I was summoned to
the interrogation room where a colonel, the head of the interrogation branch, was present.
The procedure when summoning any detainee was to strip off their clothes and turn their
head to the wall before leaving the cell. When returning to the cell, the detainee would be
dragged.

During the interrogation, the investigator first asked me what I had done and started cursing
at me. I told him I hadn't done anything. He then began insulting and cursing my sister,

wife, and others, constantly threatening to torture me by attaching electricity to my genitals.



18.

19.

20.

[TRANSLATION]

I tried to deny everything until the last moment because anyone who said a word was
immediately asked to implicate other people.

After attempts and severe beating in the office, the officer called one of the soldiers and
asked him to remove the blindfold so I could look at the desk. After I raised my head and
looked at him, he said, "Look at these files piled on my desk, they're all about you. Come
here." I approached the desk and looked at the files, which were all similar, but I told him
they weren't all mine, that I wasn't a lawyer, nor a journalist, but a veterinarian. He replied,
"Don't worry, we found papers concerning you, the veterinarian." There was a similarity
in the full name with a wanted lawyer from Hama and a wanted journalist from Al-Kiswah,
but the rest of the reports and papers were about me. Some of these papers stated that I
worked in my clinic in the Bosra Al-Sham area, which is a mixed Shia and Sunni
population area. During the time of checkpoints, the Shiites stood with the regime and
worked as shabiha [regime thugs] at checkpoints, even though there were kinship and
marriage relationships between them. When problems between them intensified, I would
intervene to resolve some issues with certain individuals with whom I had personal
relationships. One of the reports stated that I was trying to inflame conflicts between Sunnis
and Shiites, and another report mentioned that I participated in funerals for terrorists and
in demonstrations, and that there were photos and videos of me. I then told him that [ was
at my clinic and that the funerals were for some of my relatives, but nothing more. He then
began talking to me about my opinion on what happened in Daraa and why the situation
escalated. Suddenly, I became convinced that he wasn't like the others and thought to
myself that he might be trying to find some solutions. After about an hour and a half of
talking without beating, he said to me: "You are terrorists and unfit to live among us. We
will not leave a stone unturned in Daraa." Then, they returned me to the cell.

The food during detention consisted of bread spread in front of the door, which the soldier
would urinate on before throwing it to us to eat, saying this would make it easier for us to
chew. Sometimes they would provide one onion for every three people, and at times,
instead of bread, they would bring cold, disgusting rice. Because we didn't have a kitchen,
the food came from the Fourth Division.

After this interrogation, we returned to the same previous routine, where we would be taken

out for suspension for ten hours, sometimes reaching twenty hours with beatings.
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I noticed that a large number of volunteers were from the As-Suwayda area. There was
discrimination between those who went out to checkpoints and those who stayed with us
in prison, in terms of obtaining money. The torture and beating increased because those
outside were getting additional money from people, while those working in the branch only
received their daily salary.

The Alawite officers didn't need to prove their loyalty, while the others would excel in
torture to constantly prove their loyalty to the regime. Consequently, the Alawite officers
weren't the ones who beat and tortured themselves, but rather left the beating and torture

to other officers.

Incident of the European Union Prison Monitoring Committee's Visit to the Air Force
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Intelligence Branch

On January 5, 2012, late at night around midnight, the European Union Prison Monitoring
Committee came to visit the Air Force Intelligence branch. They removed us all from the
dormitories, and we could hear the sound of chains. People started dreaming of being
transferred to Adra Civil Prison.

They chained the dormitories together, with each chain holding twenty to thirty people.
They took us out in our tattered clothes, our hands tied together with chains. Outside, there
were approximately seventy green buses. We boarded one of the buses, and the chains
binding us together were long enough to allow each person to sit with another seated
directly behind him.

Rumours started circulating among us, and no one knew what was happening, but we could
hear gunshots every minute.

They took us out of the airport, and we travelled a short distance. Then, the bus turned left
towards a small hill. We later learned that we were in the Fourth Division opposite Mezzeh
Military Airport.

We later understood that the prison had been evacuated due to the European Union Prison
Monitoring Committee's visit, and only the old prisoners who had beds remained (unlike

us, who slept on the floor).
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Release

After two months of detention, my health deteriorated significantly, and I could no longer
stand. My back and shoulders were in such bad shape that I couldn't raise my hand to put
food in my mouth, resulting in a sharp drop in my weight, and my muscles began to
atrophy.

I started demanding to see the interrogator every day, every hour, and at all times. I told
the soldiers I wanted to confess to the interrogator. After three days, they took me to him.
He asked me what I wanted to confess. I told him: "I want to confess to whatever you
want." He said, "This doesn't convince me. I want to know what you did, who was with
you, and who were the people helping you in terrorism." I said, "I'm a soldier killer." He
replied, "You're lying, you didn't kill soldiers." I said, "Bring me a blank paper, and I'll
fingerprint anything you want, just stop the torture." He said, "Is it up to you to decide to
fingerprint? You will fingerprint whether you like it or not, but I want names, and I won't
leave you or stop the torture until you give me names of who participated with you."

I reached a point where I was looking for a way to kill myself, but I couldn't find one. After
that, they brought a closed box and put me in it like a coffin, but I wasn't sad. I found it
more comfortable than being suspended. They left me for about fifteen minutes, then took
me out and threatened me with rape and sexual assault. At those moments, I felt disgust,
humiliation, and fear - mixed emotions. I said to him: "Take me out, I'll give you names,
especially a person I had discussed with who encouraged and supported me to go out in
demonstrations." The soldier said, "Come on, record his name, and quickly. I want this
name and which village he's from." After that, he stopped interrogating me and returned
me to the cell. This person was the Prime Minister of Syria at the time of the revolution.
They brought me back the next day and beat me even more brutally after learning who the
person I had confessed about was. But something changed in the tone of speech with me,
or so I felt that day.

After this beating, they returned me to the cell and left me for ten days without beating or
suspension. This is usually a good sign they do with people who might be released, to
reduce the effects of torture and beating.

Then Colonel Abdul Salam Mahmoud, who was head of the branch at the time, summoned

me and said: "Your uncle serves at Al-Mugl Air Base next to Damascus International
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Airport. He intervened to get you out, and we will release you as a favour to him because
he's a graduate of my class. But you deserve to stay here, and I will release you soon. I
don't want to see your face again, not here or anywhere in Syria." Then I was released on
02/25/2012.

I, SJAC.WO004, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America

that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on [hw:] 07/02/2024 in (Ludwigshafen, Deutschland).

[signature]

[hw:] (07/02/2024) Date
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