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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OBADA MZAIK, Case No. 1:22-cv-00042-ACR
Plaintif, Complaint for Torture
v 28 U.S.C. § 1605A
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC,
Defendant.

DECLARATION OF SJAC.W002
I, SJAC.W002, do hereby declare as follows:

1. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration. If called as a

witness, [ would testify truthfully to these facts under oath.
Reasons and Circumstances of Detention

2. I am from the city of Al-Muadamiya. I participated in the initial peaceful protests
and demonstrations in my city, then worked in the media office uploading photos
and videos documenting the extent of killing and comprehensive destruction that

befell the city and its people.

3. I was arrested after Al-Muadamiya was closed off and besieged from mid-2013,
specifically after the chemical massacre. On [Day], someone entered my room and
took me with all my belongings to a car. They covered my head with my sweater
and drove me to Mezzeh Military Airport, which I knew well from frequently
passing by it on my way to university and its location opposite my family's

building.
Detention and Torture at Mezzeh Military Airport

4. Upon arrival at the airport, someone told me, "Your situation will certainly be
resolved, and you'll be released immediately." They then shoved me into an old,
dilapidated bus next to the courtyard, where I remained until sunset. I later learned

I was in the Air Force Studies Department.
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At that time, they took me inside to someone called Brigadier Hassan. This
brigadier kicked me and told them, "Take him in." They then took me to the
personal effects section, confiscated my belongings, stripped me of my clothes
leaving me in underwear, and ordered me to go down and up three times while
being beaten with green pipes. Then two personnel, who I believe were called Abu
Saleh and Mohammed bin Hama, along with a third unidentified person, escorted
me and asked, "Where are you from?" I said, "From Al-Muadamiya." He replied,
"Welcome," and slapped me so hard that it hurled me from one end of the room
to the other, without exaggeration. When I fell to the ground, I found someone I
knew from Al-Muadamiya who had been shot in the knee and another part of his

body.

Then I entered through the door into a small courtyard where I was beaten
horrifically. After all this beating, they shoved me into a dormitory measuring (3m
x 3m) with only a yellow bulb and a ventilation slot, crowded with a large number
of detainees, about 80 detainees. I couldn't find a place to sit that day, so I

remained standing all night.

The next day, they called my name. When a name is called, everyone is supposed
to turn their heads to the wall, but one detainee kept looking at the door. They
dragged him out and beat him savagely. Then they dragged me out, stripped me

of my clothes, leaving me in underwear.
Interrogation at Mezzeh Military Airport

I climbed one flight of stairs waiting my turn. There was a girl before me being
interrogated, and she was being treated badly, insultingly, and with profanity.
Shortly after, they dragged her out and shoved me in. I was in a very bad state
then, having been without insulin since the previous day. I felt severe dryness in

my throat, could barely speak, and my eyes were extremely blurry.

When I entered, I told him I was a diabetic and hadn't taken my insulin, and I
wanted to drink some water at least, as the amount of water given to detainees was
very little compared to my need for water and using the bathroom. He told the

soldier, "Bring water for this dog to drink," and handed me a plastic water bottle,
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instructing me not to touch it with my mouth while drinking. As I didn't know how
to drink that way, I involuntarily spat out some water, which apparently wet the
interrogator. At that moment, all hell broke loose. They beat me so brutally that I

could no longer feel any part of my body and lost consciousness.

After a while, I felt them throwing water on me to wake me up, and he resumed
talking to me. I told him I didn't mean for that to happen, but I wasn't used to

drinking that way.

Then he began asking about all my personal information, my work, and everything
related. He asked me again, "What is your charge?" I said I used to participate in
demonstrations. He said, "We've forgotten about the demonstrations, what else?"
I told him I worked in the media center with photography and documentation. He
asked, "What do you photograph?" I said, "I photograph the shelling and
destruction." He said, "What shelling? Who was shelling you?" At that moment, |
involuntarily smiled and said, "We were shelling ourselves and photographing
ourselves after the shelling." The interrogator said, "Are you mocking us?" and
the beating started anew. They strapped me to the electric chair until I lost

consciousness, then doused me with water to wake me up.

They also applied electric shocks to my fingers and toes on multiple occasions. As
a result, and due to my diabetic condition, I suffered bleeding in my eyes, which
later caused temporary blindness until I received treatment. However, I still suffer

from vision problems because of this.

Of course, I was not asked any question without beating me with the green pipes,
especially on the joints, by a group of soldiers surrounding the interrogator. The
beating was extremely brutal, in addition to the electric shocks. When I regained
consciousness after the electric shocks, one of them said, "Now we continue," and
they asked me for detailed information about people who were inside. Lacking
such information, I attempted to fabricate names. However, the interrogator would
repeat his questions every ten minutes and subject me to further violent beatings

whenever I made a mistake.

Then he asked, "Where did the weapons enter from?" I told him this subject was

not within my interests at all and I knew nothing about it. At this point, all hell
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broke loose again. They used a device called "the pincer" which is used to tighten
around the leg until the foot is separated from the lower leg. They also burned
someone in front of me with boiling oil. They repeated the question after detaching
my foot with the pincer, and I assured him that I had no association with these
individuals and knew only their nicknames. They beat me savagely again until I

lost consciousness once more.

The interrogation lasted approximately from morning until after afternoon, and I
only gave the information I had despite the severe beating and torture because I

didn't have any valuable information at all.
Detention Conditions After Interrogation at Mezzeh Military Airport

After the interrogation, I returned to the dormitory in a pitiful state. I was shocked
by the inhumane appearance of people sitting without clothes, blood flowing from
their bodies due to the massive spread of lice and scabies, which also began to
spread on my body within two days. No one could sleep for more than a minute

due to the intense itching.

After two days, I knocked on the door several times to get the insulin from my
belongings because my condition was worsening. They dragged me out after my
insistence, beat me several times and tortured me before giving me an insulin dose
without sterilization or even changing the needle tip. The dose was given at
random times without order or sterilization, and I don't know how I stayed alive

then.
Other Detainees

Sharing the dormitory with me was a young man from the Al-Dumayr area,
approximately 17 or 18 years old, as I recall. Due to his athletic physique, he was
subjected to more severe beatings and torture than the other detainees. They broke
his knee and split open his back from the severity of the beating and torture. Daily,
salt was poured into the wounds on his neck and back. He was also forced to
undress and perform humiliating dances. His suffering was unbearable to witness,

and [ am frequently haunted by the memory of his ordeal.
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There was also a young man from Al-Muadamiya detained with me. His family
remains unaware of his fate. Yet another young man from Al-Muadamiya suffered
from a severe back wound that had become badly infected. The odor emanating
from the wound was akin to that of a decaying animal. The other detainees
protested his presence, and, as a result, he was eventually removed from the

dormitory.

There were two young men from Adra Al-Amalia with me accused of selling
copper to terrorist groups. On the second day of torture, one of them was brought
back being carried, in a miserable state with blood flowing between his legs. They

then removed him from the dormitory.

There was also an elderly man suffering from diarrhea. They would douse him
with water and return him inside, and when he entered, he would have diarrhea in
his clothes again after minutes, and so on. The last time, they dragged him out and
beat him horrifically until we no longer heard his voice, and after that, he didn't

return to the dormitory.

We also had a young boy from Hama, about 12 years old, who was harassed
several times by one of the guards. I tried to talk to him or protect him, but he

remained silent all the time and was released from detention before me.
Release from Detention

I remained in the Air Intelligence branch for about six months as I recall. During
this time, I was interrogated only once but was subjected to beating and torture by
the guards almost daily throughout my detention period until I was released on

05/01/2015.

I, STAC.WO002, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of

America that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on 6/18/2024 in (Oslo).

Signature: [signature]

Date: (06/18/2024)
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