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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OBADA MZAIK,

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC,

Case No. 1:22-cv-00042-ACR

Plaintiff, Complaint for Torture

v 28 U.S.C. § 1605A

Defendant.

DECLARATION OF WITNESS IBRAHIM AL-SHEIKH HUSSEIN

I, Ibrahim Al-Sheikh Hussein, do hereby declare the following:

1.

I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration. If called as a witness,

I shall testify truthfully to these facts under oath.
Reasons and Circumstances of Detention

I am from the Mesyaf District in Hama, and I used to serve in the flag (military) service
before the beginning of the revolution. I was in the Fifth Division of the Fifteenth
Brigade in the Nkhil/Daraa District. [ was drafted for military service on September 10,
2009.

I was arrested on September 29, 2011 during my military service. The driver turned the
vehicle around to return, and we drove approximately two kilometers. Suddenly, four
Kia Rio vehicles appeared and surrounded us. Then, some agents got out of them and
opened the door to the vehicle I was riding. I yelled in a crazed manner and resisted
them. They forced me out, covered my mouth with tape and put me, and the driver |
was with, into their vehicle. The vehicle then transported us to Mezzeh Military Airport.
The agents began brutally beating me while we were on the way to Mezzeh Military

Airport.
Detention at Mezzeh Military Airport

I was taken inside and handed over my belongings, which consisted of a laptop, five

mobile phones, a sum of 1,200 Dollars, a sum of 15,000 Syrian pounds, and my passport.
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I entered the interrogation room right away while I was blindfolded. The interrogator
interrogated me about a conversation I had had with one of my friends about securing
medical equipment and weapons. They asked me, Why I went to see him. I told them,
In order to get money from him.

During the interrogation, I cried a lot in order to distract the interrogator from
questioning me, and every two minutes he would yell at me to stop crying. The
interrogator then asked me about one of the doctors. They only knew his first name and
wanted to arrest him. They asked me to contact him so an ambush would be set up for
him, but I refused.

After being beaten, tortured, and burned with electricity, I agreed. It was agreed that I
would call him, and so they brought me one of my phones. He then asked me why I
carry so many phones. I told him that [ am a soldier, that I had gone on leave to my
family in Masyaf, that the Masyaf-Homs Road had been subsequently cut off from the
Houla Region, and that as a result, it became difficult for me to return. Since I feared
punishment upon my return to the military base, I went into hiding in the Levant and
worked by selling and buying phones until my situation improved. I felt that the
interrogator believed my story or so I thought.

At that point, the interrogator was obsessed with catching the aforementioned doctor,
and so he tempted me that the patrol I was serving with would be released on October
1, 2011. It was the last patrol to be released in the army at that time. The interrogator
brought me my phone but there was no credit on it, and so he kicked me and cursed at
me. I then told him, Transfer credit to me from your phone. After thinking carefully, he
sent me 50 units from his phone, held my phone, and deleted the message directly from
my phone. I called the doctor but he did not answer.

After a while, the doctor called me. At first, I greeted him as usual. However, the
agreement was that, when asked how I was, if I responded with “God is eternal” that
meant [ was in danger or under arrest during that call. I focused a lot on saying "God is
eternal" when he asked me how I was. I asked him: "Can I see you?" He said, “I can’t
because I’'m going to Hama.” The color of my face changed, because they did not even
know where he was from. We ended the call, and I was hopeful that he had understood
and would not show up to the appointment.

The doctor did not show up at the agreed appointment, and so the interrogator became

angry with me. [ was barefoot during the interrogation. An agent came forward and
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stepped on my feet with all of his weight. He then beat me, kicked me, and tortured me
with the electric stick and other items. Then he asked me for the names of other people
I interact with. I recall giving him the names of two individuals who were outside the
country. My sole focus was to refrain from mentioning anyone’s name and involving
them with me in this region.

They took me back to Mezzeh Military Airport and put me in a group cell measuring
three meters by four meters.. There were about 25 detainees in this cell.

At 6 p.m. the next day, I was summoned again for interrogation. They asked me the
same questions in different way, but through another interrogator. His treatment of me
was different and very bad. I was electrocuted and then they returned me to a solitary
cell two meters by one and a half meters. We were about 13 detainees in there. The
situation was very bad. We stayed in that cell for about 16 days.

A while later, I was summoned again for interrogation a third time. I focused on crying
hysterically and denying knowledge of anything. I said that I had been dragged into the
matter, that I knew nothing other than that I am afraid of the Colonel in charge of me,
that this is why I had not returned to my military base, and that I had therefore not
deserted the Syrian Army.

During the interrogation, I was beaten with a silicone stick and plumbing parts. That
time, I was hung up with shackles for suspension for minutes. I could not bear more
than that, and then they returned me to Group Dormitory Number Three.

There was a young man from Al-Zabadani in that dormitory. I later learned that he got
out and became the leader of an Islamic battalion in Idlib.

There were approximately 60 people in that dormitory. There was reasonable food at
the time, but access to the restroom was limited to twice a day, and for no more than 10
seconds.

Two nurses would visit us, one of whom treated the detainees well and from whom I
would get constipating medication so I would not have to go out to the restroom. He
would give me six pills every day, because he would visit us once every other day. As
for the other nurse, he would treat us poorly.

We would sleep like swords in the dormitory and would be beaten at random based on
the jailers’ whims and schedule. Once, one of the detainees whistled. The jailers came

in and began violently beating everyone in the dormitory.
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20. There was a fourteen-year-old child from Al-Rastan in the dormitory with us. He was
savagely beaten and tortured, and he was accused of raping several girls. They forced
him to speak on Addounia Channel. They suspended him to the dormitory door with
plastic handcuffs until his hands started to bleed.

21. Even the elderly were not safe from torture in that dormitory. As for me, my torture was
moderate compared to others, who were tortured more severely and brutally than I was.
I was only allowed to shower once during that period and only with cold water.

22. Before I got out of detention, the jailers forced me to affix my fingerprints to five
documents, which I believe were the results of the questioning and interrogation I
underwent.

23. I stayed there for a month, and one day we heard the sound of a chain, which meant
deportation from the airport. My name was said aloud. I carried my shoes and headed
outside. We were approximately 50 to 60 people. We took our belongings, and we were

fully connected to a chain. We were then moved to another location.

I, Ibrahim Al-Sheikh Hussein, hereby declare under penalty of perjury pursuant to US law that

the foregoing is true and correct.
Prepared on October 25, 2024 in Leersum, The Netherlands

[signature]

)



¥d TRANSPERFECT

CERTIFICATION

TransPerfect is globally certified under the standards 1SO 9001:2015, ISO 17100:2015, and 1SO 18587:2017. This
Translation Certificate confirms the included documents have been completed in conformance with the Quality
Management System documented in its ISO process maps and are, to the best knowledge and belief of all
TransPerfect employees engaged on the project, full and accurate translations of the source material.

File Name(s): Declaration of Ibrahim Al-Sheikh Hussein
Source Language(s): Arabic

Target Language(s): English

Authorized Signature: Signature, Notary Public:

- @”kKL, /(/\/G@

Name: Jacqueline Yorke

WENDY POON
Notary Public - State of New York
No. 01PO0000184
Qualified in Queens County

My Commission Expires February 02, 20 27

Title: Project Manager

Date: December 6, 2024

Stamp: Notary Public

Reason for signature: | approve the accuracy of this document content as written

Doc ID: TP-PM-401-W037-F001 Certification with Notary V. 4.0 Page 1of1
Effective: 30-NOV-2023 © 2024 TransPerfect Translations International, Inc. (TransPerfect).



-

L Y Baadall il ol LuagleS dalilie daSae

G

¢l ja sale vv e EY_cy-YY er,d\ (AJS\
‘t.\A
A ccuda Aad) 5 iy (g S

YAUS.C.§11:9A
A sedl A el 4 ) seand)
el Jond dpa Sl 55 /e
O el g o Jlad)s ) )5
Lsee ¢(Bed (g 38
GCJA
64_\1(:

-

O Fudid) ash) ) QL&Y 3ald)
‘:J; L e 328Y) sda (2 ga J@.&\ ¢ Copn fisd) o) ol Ul
ALL) oo Adls

AL lesin) 2313 eyl a3 lple (o saidl 2L duadd 46 e g ]
aul) cant (Giliall oda o (aiay agilud

Jlada¥) dig by Gl

2 S (A Suall) alal) dand paal 56l dglay 8 S g Blea 8 Ciluas d3hie (e Wl 2
Tasall oms g e 5y Aiie B (15) Ldie Gadad) el S (5) Al 28

22009 /9/10 s 4 Sual)

352ll 5 bl Bl lal iy Suall Jlead 5 U8 229/9/2011 Flh Jdiel o5 3
leie ¥ a3 i pala g 59y LS & 53 (el Ay )l < jeda aland Uy 535 A1S () Lindia g



piaslis Osine JSE A pas g€l i€ A B Ll Gl 1sadly gealiall i
&t OIS (A Ll 5 Ul agi o (B gman g g day pdn (ed | siabal 5 38l 36l i
(Sl 35 e ) Ul g5 ) S ja

(g Sl 3 5al) JUaad) Uga 55 ol dpdia 5 A8 yhay 3 in B pealiall laey 4
Sl 33a) jlaa b JEie)

g dased 5 casiY oo 3obe il Al ol el adady caddy Jalal ) Sgdasl 5
gy g 300 (15,000) <l de dued aliag ¢ Y 53 (1,200) ibes il glaa s A

(S Dl

@A) Euaall e Biaall o gaiul g opial) ke Ulg 3 ydle Gaaill e ) clay 6
Caad W Gglla s (Ol adad s dpdall Claall (ai Joa SlBaal aal ae 4y s
sl e aie Juaal S agd cili g el

F o OIS iy IS5 ¢ s oo GBiaall ol S 0088 S S il i) Gl 7
ot 5 cdadd 5V dansl ()5 ymy o) eLlY1 aal e Giaddl Alle & el e Sy e
by Ky A) uaS Jaad 4xe daal 5l () e Vsl dgle (il (s 5

aal | galad cagle Juail o o ae G815 )5 ol eIl ually cudailly opuall 22y 8

ekl cal g s Sue ) 4l calid (il sed) e a2l 138 Jaald 3L b 2585 s

o mald Agall dihic G gaes - Gluae Gyl ahi Loy iluas Bl

o ol it Ay Sl Gadadll L iase vie el (e g agall Glo naal

GBaa Giaall (b Gl |y ey O aad Gl gl o) a5 a8 Janll AL
RARENC S APy

i 3ol gl (Sl aldy ) Shal) Culally gy o Aaalll Gl 8 Gaadl) als S 9
Cla ey aall 8 leay st 235 550 AT 28 5 ¢a1/10/2011 (8 7 s Lo g L 23]

2



On ) dagnt o8 Al Gl 5 any (Sl 8 caa 4 0S5 el A Gaadl (]
¥l e 3y aly cadall s e ) it (a5 e ALl

die By S Sl aatall LS Ayladl  adde cualis ole JlaiVl canlall A8 Jili ey
s JEie Yl a5 jha 6 il laline "l agall" aaaal i 13 a6l Mo ge (M
dat ol i Mo e Al s M) alalit 8 e 1780 @K Al ells
Y oagd ens 08 et Mlaa ) Joile Y akaiad Y Ja el i o aadaiad

e sall sy Wi agd a8 il ol IS Ul g ALl gl Sl sa ol (e ) 58 52

Ul s paliall aad ola Giaall e cacae UL 5 capdall iyl cale (381l ac sall ic
iy a8 e o ald U e ally A8y Saial) ol el il Lgis S
Jalil 0 AT (el sland el laaay W e 5 4 5eS Lanlly oadais oy
Qc&&i‘){iw&Qﬁﬁ.qﬁ\c)&gwwgﬁﬁsigﬂ S (agra

Ashiall @lli ) oxe s yal g 2ad au

038 (8 OIS ((p4*a3) dalisey dpelan &) 33y slaal 5 5 Sl 3 3all jUae ) sale]

sale) s el sainl¥) ) 5 AT 5 e Aleaial a3 ¢ Ul sl 8 fle duolull delid) b
lilida ae alalad S5 AT Gine Adal 53 (K15 AT A8 5k Lo ALY Ll 75k
s S (p1.5%02) Aual il 401335 ) (sl o el sl (a5 Cum clia G
(16) e A M ga 40 350 @l 6 Uiy Glall 13a o s aada sl (S Sliina e 43305

L

-

4t 485k oS e 385 cS AN 3l st e dind 2 6y ey

10

A1

12

13

14



o Bam) oS ol e Ha L Jalls oy Sunll Jedadl aef ol Gl ¢ e J g anall 2l
gosd) Gl

a3 el s Ay dmall Gluaally Sl Lany @ pall (3aaadl) Ll i yai
(3) d eles page ) salel &5 e @lld (e ST Jaial Al (3380 muill e

A€ 28 maal g 2 A 4l 2 Lad Cadle Sl e ld iy IS aagall Sl &
) g AaeSl)

358 Jsdall (X1 lgfig Jgina alada aa gr IS Ly j8 Wadld (i asgall ey 8 S

Ol e 55t Y sy ol (3 (4 e e 1) sate (IS oLl

o) s aie AT €y A Ayl caliiedd) Jalay O Ladaal lia jee Uy oS
Uy 0S4 o) 50 Cilia o s IS ndary S olaall 3550 ) 2z AT Y S el
A aildlae e AV (a el W e g9 JS 5 1

Cgy e ) Qua Al sde A8 Hhay Uy oy gl A8k aagall Gl LS
& Gally s grlad) Jaa s peailly cpliiedd) aaf A8 @l el sas) (8 Gailad)
Alia IS e S Adie 48 Hlay angall

@ﬁ@ﬁ)@ﬁﬁ@}\whﬁﬂcejioﬂ LMMMU\S&@.AM \JA‘_,’J
o Ay ) a8 Luall 3L e LIS of 5 g el g ccilial) saed Cliaie YU dalgll 5 daylad
A e ok el Jlea s @il LIS aagal) Gl

& jlie A gie daa el 238 Ul Ll aagall 138 8 Cudaill e cdl LS Gl A
Al DA alaaia¥l J s aly | e sl A8 ks 231 JQ0 agudad & Gee 0230
.Lﬁdju\gw\gjﬁh\}ﬁjody'&)ﬂ\

A5

.16

17

18

.19

20

21



ol S Ll aie] (31 )51 pued e puad G g silad) o] Jinal) e 2508 JE 22

(oo Baaadll 5 ol saiuY)

&l Jaall e dis i) iy Laa ¢ i O gun Ui a1 aaf i cllin el saal cay 23
Ladd Gfie () Oped O Lo WS 7z AN ) Uga iy (Plas Gilaa g Casig 5 and
AT O Ul 5 08 e g e JalS IS0 g ey By ) o Ll 24l Ll Uy 5

Lo of A W) sasiall L 6l il 8 can san Cppanlly Chiial) 4 ghe Chad cpen Gl a4 G

Netherland Le@rsumg (24 s (10) e e 25) o5 (8 1





