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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OBADA MZAIK,

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC,

Case No. 1:22-cv-00042-ACR

Plaintiff, Complaint for Torture

v 28 U.S.C. § 1605A

Defendant.

DECLARATION OF SCM-SLP-CJA-AFI-MB-T-023

I, SCM-SLP-CJA-AFI-MB-T-023, do hereby declare as follows:

1.

I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration. If called as a witness,

I will testify truthfully to these facts under oath.
Reasons and Circumstances of Detention

On July 12, 2012, our house was raided, and my brothers and I were arrested without a
judicial warrant, subjected to beating and verbal abuse. My brothers and I, along with a
large number of detainees from Al-Tremseh, Al-Safsafiyeh, Jalmeh, Kafr Hod, and Al-

Karameh, were used as human shields. I was approximately 17 years old at the time.

We numbered around 200 detainees and were kept as human shields at the military
checkpoint from 9 AM until 1 AM. The checkpoint was jointly operated by army
personnel and Shabiha [pro-regime militias], some wearing regular military uniforms

while others were in civilian clothing.

At 1AM, we were transported to a military checkpoint in Mahardah, where we remained

in Mahardah for approximately two hours.

Transfer to Deir Shamil
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We were then taken to the Deir Shamil military camp. About 40 detainees were
transported in a military Zil truck. Upon arrival at Deir Shamil, we had no information

about the whereabouts of the other detainees, including my brothers.

At Deir Shamil, I endured severe torture during questioning. I remained there for
approximately four months before being transferred to Hama Military Airport, and
subsequently to Mezzeh Military Airport, where the Air Force Intelligence Interrogation

Branch was located.
Transfer to Mezzeh Military Airport

At Mezzeh Military Airport, we were placed in a cell measuring 1x2 meters. Fourteen
detainees were crammed into this space, forced to maintain a permanent squatting

position.

All detainees in the cell were referred to by numbers rather than names and were
forbidden from revealing their names. I was the only one called by name, though I later

discovered, after four months, that the group were all detained officers.

During my first week at Mezzeh, I underwent routine interrogation with standard torture.
I retracted all my statements made at Deir Shamil, maintaining that I was unarmed and
unaffiliated with any group. Subsequently, the torture intensified, including beatings,
electric shocks to my genitals, and shabeh [suspension]. I lost consciousness during the

suspension torture and was returned to the cell.

The next day, I was brought for interrogation, where five corpses bearing torture marks
lay on the ground. The interrogator said, "Will you confess, or do you want to end up like
them?" I responded, "Sir, I swear I have no weapons." The interrogator replied, "I know
that, but I want you to confess that you had weapons." Another guard intervened, saying,

"Don't waste your time, just record him as having a rifle," and I was returned to the cell.

Hours later, I was summoned for questioning about group members, but I denied the

existence of any armed group.
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The torture continued for three days, approximately four hours daily in intermittent
sessions, including beatings and cigarette burns to my body. The interrogator would say,
"Speak up, donkey, don't you know who was in your group?" Finally, the interrogator
said, "I'll ask you one question - if you can't provide real names, give me any names, just

confess."

The interrogator then gave me paper and pen, dictated names which I wrote down, then

beat me and returned me to the cell.

After this incident, the interrogator began bringing groups of detainees daily for me to

identify.

After four months, they resumed interrogations with severe torture. They asked me “who
were the members of the gang that was with you”. The torture methods included beatings,
suspension], testicle crushing, electric shocks to genitals, burning, starvation, and

dehydration. This torture regimen continued daily for approximately one month.

We were forbidden from seeing the guards, whether blindfolded or not. After three days
of interrogation and torture without food or water, amidst burns and electrical shock
marks on my body, the prison director (Abu Heba from Sweida) witnessed me attempting
to suck moisture from under my skin where the burns were, due to extreme thirst. Prison
Director Abu Heba asked, "My son, what are you doing?" When I explained, he showed
exceptional humanity. He ordered a guard to provide me with water and food before

returning me to the cell.

The following day, I was brought for interrogation along with five other children. Some
were accused of participating in demonstrations, others of carrying weapons. The

interrogator looked at us, verbally abused us, and subjected us to torture and beatings.

Outside of formal interrogations, torture was generally random, stemming from guards
venting their negative energy on detainees. It intensified during holidays, celebrations, or

when guards lost relatives.

After a month and a half of continuous interrogation and torture, the interrogation

concluded, and I was made to fingerprint documents while blindfolded.
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The weather was scorching hot in summer and bitterly cold in winter. Half of the
suspended detainees were completely naked, others partially naked, as guards had taken

our clothes.

We were permitted only three-bathroom visits per day. Each cell contained 14 detainees.
We were allowed only 10 counts by the guard to relieve ourselves; if anyone exceeded
this time limit, everyone would be punished with beatings. If any detainee urinated or
defecated in the cell, guards would force them to eat the feces or drink the urine.
Sometimes they would bring bottles containing urine and force detainees to drink from

them.

We were provided with only one liter of water in a bottle for drinking. This single bottle
was shared among all 14 detainees in the cell, with each person getting a minimal amount

to drink until our next bathroom visit.
Deaths [Martyrdom Cases] in Custody at Mezzeh

During my detention at Mezzeh, eight individuals were martyred under torture within two
months. While I don't know all their names, they were known by numbers. Among them

wCere:

A petroleum engineer, 30 years old, from Al-Mohasan village in Deir ez-Zor, who was

martyred under torture.

A detainee from Damascus who died from severe distress after being forced to consume

his own excrement.

An aviation engineer from Al-Mohasan in Deir ez-Zor. His condition was extremely
severe. He was accused of sabotaging Ilyushin aircraft, as he had worked at a military
airport in Damascus where an incident occurred involving an Ilyushin aircraft loaded
with weapons and ammunition. Following the aircraft's crash, all Sunni officers at the
airport, including him, were sent for interrogation. He was tortured continuously for 15
days, around the clock. We could hear his screams from the severe torture, yet he did
not confess. They then brought his wife and children before him. The interrogator said,

"Your wife is beautiful, and I can't control my men." He asked if his wife would be
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released if he confessed. To protect his wife from rape, he confessed to being
responsible for the Ilyushin aircraft crash. He was returned to the cell bearing severe
torture marks from the electric chair. His skin was necrotic, his bones visible, and he
had severe burns from extensive torture. The severe torture resulted in immediate

urinary incontinence.
Forced Labor (sukhra) During My Detention

During my time at Mezzeh, I was summoned for forced labor (sukhra), which involved
distributing food, washing dishes, cleaning, and serving officers. We were required to

assist in suspending detainees for torture.

I remained in forced labor (sukhra) for 10 days, during which I heard the sounds of
women and children being tortured. One official at Mezzeh Airport caught my attention
- Officer Suhail from Al-Mukharram from Homs. The prison officers and staff showed
particular interest in Officer Suhail, who had come specifically to interrogate one
detainee. Officer Suhail ordered me to suspend this person, who was a 55-year-old man
from rural Damascus. After suspending him, Officer Suhail asked the detainee a question,
promising survival if he answered while threatening death if he refused. His question was:
"Where did your son take the Iranian buses?" At that time, some Iranian officers had been
kidnapped along with their buses in rural Damascus. The detainee responded that he didn't
know. Suhail began torturing the man until he lost consciousness. We then lowered him

from suspension, and Suhail said, "Leave him," and we left him nearly dead.

The building where I was detained in Mezzeh consisted of one floor above ground, built
at the beginning of the revolution, comprising four large dormitories and four wings. Each
wing contained 30 cells. Each cell measured one and a half by two meters. There were
also six or seven interrogation rooms. Each cell held 14 detainees. While this number
remained constant, approximately every 10 days one person would leave and another

would take their place. The interrogators worked in shifts.
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Regarding medical care and treatment, a doctor would visit weekly, asking about cases
of hypertension or diabetes and providing medication. Beyond this, detainees avoided
requesting treatment for other ailments, fearing transfer to the hospital where they might

be eliminated.

There were numerous cases of mental disorders resulting from torture or from what
detainees witnessed and heard during torture sessions. During my seven months there,

there were 10 cases of mental disorders in the cell.
Methods of Torture

Torture was administered through various methods, including the Qariss chair - a metal
chair with sharp, knife-like serrated edges. The detainee would be bound to the chair and
connected to an electric current, causing convulsions that would result in flesh being

lacerated by the sharp edges.

We were subjected to psychological torture by displaying corpses that showed signs of
torture, using sexual insults, and threatening to bring in the detainee's wife or sisters. In
addition, we were physically tortured with green batons, bamboo sticks, cables, electric

shocks, burns from electric heaters, beard plucking, and nail extraction.

Transfer to Al-Amareya Prison

After seven months at Mezzeh Military Airport, [ was transferred to Al-Amareya Prison
in Damascus. I learned of my location from one of the detained officers. One officer
informed me that this facility was previously an officers' club before being converted into

an underground prison for detainees.

I spent 15 days at Al-Amareya Prison, during which I witnessed no torture. I was then

transferred to the Military Police in Al-Qaboun.
Trial Before the Terrorism Court
After two weeks in Military Police custody, I was transferred to the Terrorism Court.

At that time, I had a lawyer from Hama. When I appeared before the judge, he asked if I

was armed, which I denied. I explained that all my statements were made under torture,
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and the judge observed the torture marks on my body. I informed him that the guards had

forced me to fingerprint statements whose contents were unknown to me.
Period of Transfers Between Prisons and Courts

35. I was transferred from the Military Police in Al-Qaboun to Al-Ballouni Prison in Homs,

where I remained for another 15 days.

36. I was then transferred to the Military Court in Homs. Upon entering, the military judge
angrily declared, "Damn whoever created you, you look like an armed man," and refused

to let me speak, making me sign papers, the contents of which I didn't know.

37. I was returned to Al-Ballouni Prison. Two days later, I was transferred to the Criminal
Security Branch in Hama, then to the Juvenile Judge who noticed the torture marks on

my body. He detained me in Hama Prison for 15 days before being released.

I, SCM-SLP-CJA-AFI-MB-T-023, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United

States of America that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on October 09, 2024, in Beirut, Lebanon

[signature]

(SCM-SLP-CJA-AFI-MB-T-023)
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