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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OBADA MZAIK, Case No. 1:22-cv-00042-ACR
Plaintiff, Complaint for Torture
v 28 U.S.C. § 1605A
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC,
Defendant.

DECLARATION OF TAYMAA MUHIDDIN

I, Taymaa Muhiddin, hereby declare as follows:

1.

I have full knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration. If called as a witness, I will

testify truthfully to these facts under oath.
Reasons and Circumstances of Detention

Since the beginning of the Syrian Revolution in March 2011, I participated in numerous
revolutionary activities and maintained contact with many activists and prominent
revolutionary figures. The security apparatus traced my number—I had two phones: one
personal and another for revolutionary work. They tracked my calls on the phone
designated for revolutionary work due to communications with a wanted revolutionary

figure, which led them to track my movements as well.

In February 2014, I was at a location in Damascus when Air Force Intelligence raided it,
preventing anyone from leaving. They searched everyone's devices until they reached me
and realized I was the person they wanted. They led me to their vehicle and used the shawl

(scarf) I was wearing as a blindfold.

There was a small gap through which I could see about four vehicles full of armed agents

in military uniforms.
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They took me to the General Staff building in Umayyad Square and brought me to Jamil
Al-Hassan's office, where I was interrogated by someone who identified himself as
Doctor Qattan, apparently a prominent figure. I wasn't blindfolded then and saw him—
an elderly man over sixty, with a large belly, medium height, heavy-set, speaking in

coastal Alawite dialect, in a very luxurious office.

He played audio recordings of people discussing revolutionary matters—all young male
voices—and accused me of being one of these individuals. I denied this, but they had
arrested my family and threatened me with them during interrogation, forcing me to
confess despite never having heard these recordings before. I told him I had altered my
voice to sound like a young man. He also accused me of detonating car bombs in

Damascus.

He asked about military and revolutionary figures, but I denied knowledge, saying I was
a peaceful civilian activist unconnected to terrorism. The interrogation continued for

nearly five continuous hours.

They then took me to the Air Force Intelligence Branch at Mezzeh Military Airport.
Throughout this period—from my arrest location to General Staff to the Air Force
Intelligence at Mezzeh Military Airport—I was subjected to beating, insults and

humiliation.
Detention at Mezzeh Military Airport

Upon entering Mezzeh Military Airport, they took me to a room called "The Registry"
(Al-Qalam, the administrative room) where they took all my belongings and anything that
could be used for suicide. They recorded my personal information, took two photographs

of me with a number, and conducted both a body and clothing search.

They then took me to the New Interrogation Branch, about two floors underground,
through a gate and stairs, to a cell measuring 1x1 meter, opposite the bathroom. I remained

in that cell for about 10 days.

There were numerous solitary and communal cells, mostly holding men. There were

detained children forced to clean corridors and serve food to detainees, called "Sukhra"
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forced labor (people forced to perform services like cleaning, food distribution, and other
tasks). I could see them from under the door, which was raised about 1 centimeter from
the ground. I heard the sounds of young men being tortured around the clock, their

screams filling the place.

They then took me to the interrogation room on the second floor of the same building,
blindfolded and hand-bound. The interrogator called himself Tariq (I don't know his full
name). He was a calm person and used psychological pressure and manipulation
techniques as if he had studied psychology. When they removed my blindfold, I saw he
was tall, large-bodied, fair-skinned with thin hair, trying to speak in Damascus dialect
though he clearly wasn't from Damascus. He wore jeans and a khaki shirt. A muscular,
muscular, large-bodied writer with wheat-colored skin, wearing a black suit, was also in
the room. During interrogation, there were no signs or indicators of the interrogator's or

writer's names present in the office.

He interrogated me for about two hours, trying to lead me to confess and learn about the
people I communicated with, how I met them, and what they wanted me to do for them.
The agents were careful not to reveal any information they have, even hiding and

frequently changing their vehicle license plates when arriving at the branch.

After interrogation, they returned me to the cell. They brought two male detainees and
placed them in front of my cell door, torturing them brutally to pressure me into
confessing. I couldn't bear it—the detainees' screams and torture sounds mentally
exhausted me, causing me to enter into a state of panic and fear. I would scream for them
to stop torturing them, but they said if I screamed, they would torture them more, which

led me to stay quiet.

Torture sounds continued 24 hours a day in that section. Guards would come around
10PM, striking cell doors with metal pipes to ensure everyone was awake, then begin
torture. I heard screaming from everywhere—psychological pressure to make us break

and confess what they wanted.

The detainees were nearly naked; I saw them from under the door and when going to the

bathroom. I witnessed torture twice while going out to the bathroom. The first time was
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when I saw a tall, dark-skinned detainee who had died and was left in front of the
bathroom door, with torture marks on his face and whip marks on his back. When I saw
him, I was terrified and couldn't go to the bathroom, so I returned to my cell. The second
incident occurred in a prefabricated room after a month of my detention. I was transferred
to this room outside the building for interrogation. There was a dead detainee's corpse in
the room where I remained for more than two hours. The person was somewhat heavy-
set, fair-skinned, wearing only underwear. The interrogator who questioned me would
kick the corpse. This room also contained a medical examination bed, and the walls were
covered in blood. There were numerous terrifying torture tools, including the stake, large

nails, iron chains, and a whipping lash.

When men were allowed to use the bathroom, they were completely naked. I could see
them from under the door. They were taken out in groups of eight, sharing two bathrooms,
with four detainees entering each bathroom together and given only 10 seconds to finish.
They were tortured and humiliated every time they went out, so containers were placed

in men's cells to relieve themselves. They were allowed one bathroom visit per day.

For women, they placed a can (tank) in the cell to relieve their needs, with one bathroom

visit allowed daily.

When I would go to the bathroom, I saw walls and floors covered in excrement and filth.
Many detainees couldn't relieve themselves in the bathroom due to the time constraint, so

they would do so on the path between their cell and the bathroom.

Once I heard a guard screaming at a detainee who had defecated in the corridor, forcing

him to clean it with his tongue.

Medical care was extremely poor. No medical treatment was provided except for what
they claimed was a single Cetamol pill, though I suspect it wasn't Cetamol since it had no
effect whatsoever. Guards would mock me during menstruation, providing only one
sanitary pad per day, which was completely insufficient. My appearance was degraded
due to the blood. A doctor would visit the prison once, giving detainees Cetamol pills. A

detainee in the cell before mine developed a stomach infection and was screaming in pain
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and vomiting. When other detainees asked guards for medicine, they shouted at them and

insulted them, saying "Don't knock on the door again unless he's dead."

Despite cameras in the corridor, guards would make sexual gestures toward me through

facial expressions or hand signals in areas not covered by cameras.

Regarding food, it was served three times daily: breakfast consisted of boiled eggs, olives
or yogurt, halawa and bread; lunch was rice and whole chickpeas or bulgur with red soup
and bread; dinner was boiled potatoes and bread or soup and bread. The food was very
poor, unclean, and infested with insects. One day, when going to interrogation, I saw a
guard urinating in the soup before serving it to us. I would eat very little of the food, and

my health was deteriorating.

On my fourth day of detention, they forced me to contact a wanted person I had previously
been in communication with. We set a meeting for the afternoon in Bab Touma. There
was a pre-arranged code between us from before my arrest to indicate if I was in trouble
or had been detained. I used this code during our communication. They then put me in a
car, chained by hands and feet, with four vehicles full of security agents behind us.
Interrogator Tariq was with me in the car. When we reached the location, the person didn't

show up, so they returned me to prison.

After 10 days in the branch, they moved me outside to where there were two prefabricated
rooms and a large courtyard. The rooms and courtyard were monitored by external
cameras, but not from inside. These rooms were located between the old and new
interrogation branches, near a garage. Through the window of the prefabricated room, I
could see the building where I had been interrogated and the interrogator's room on the
second floor. There were six other female detainees with me. Some had children who
were later taken to an orphanage near the UNRWA center in Sumariyah, according to one

of the guards.

In the first room, the detainees included a wealthy woman from Kuwait arrested at the
airport because of a suspicious car outside her villa in Mezzeh, and another facing military
court for allegedly helping her son smuggle the person who bombed the Crisis Cell in

mid-2012—she was later transferred to Adra Central Prison, among others.
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Seven days after entering the room, they gathered us in the second room and brought
detainees from the basement to the room I had been in. Our number grew from twelve to
thirty-five female detainees in that 3x2 meter room. We had to sleep standing, and there
were infants as young as 10 months with us.

Food was scarce and similar to what was served in the basement, served at the same times.

The room had a bathroom and toilet.

Healthcare was abysmal. One detainee developed hemorrhoids and was in severe pain.
When she complained to the doctor, he told her to "take the toilet hose and put it in your

rear," providing no proper treatment.

Another elderly detainee's eyes became severely painful and later turned white - we could
no longer see her pupils through the whiteness. We begged the doctor and guards to bring
her eye drops, offering to pay from our confiscated money, but they refused. We staged
a protest for her until the doctor finally took her to Hospital 601. She returned after about
10 days, hugging me tightly and saying, "I've finally returned home" after witnessing
horrific torture and killing at the hospital.

About twenty days after entering that room, I was called for interrogation in the same
building as before. A different interrogator I didn't know screamed and insulted me in the
doctor's room where the killed detainee had been. I remained there from 8AM until 10PM
before being returned to the room. They also brought in a female detainee who was
actually their collaborator, not a real detainee as they claimed. She told me a story similar
to mine, which made me suspicious. Despite her persistent attempts to draw me into

conversation, I didn't tell her anything about myself.

There were vile guards amongst whom I recall Abu Hussein, Imad, Adham, and Abu
Heba. They would make sexual gestures and use vulgar language in areas not covered by
cameras. One day while hanging laundry - we were allowed to wash and hang our clothes
in the courtyard - Imad approached me, trying to kiss me and touch my body. I refused
and ran back to the room. They would exploit female detainees for sexual acts, intimate
contact or kissing in exchange for their needs. This happened with one detainee who was

a heavy smoker and needed cigarettes. A guard exploited her, committing sexual and
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immoral acts with her in the corridor between the two rooms where there was a corner
not visible to cameras. He gave her cigarettes in exchange for these sexual acts, as she

later told me.

33, After two months in the Mezzeh Branch, others and I were summoned, given our
belongings, handcuffed, blindfolded, and placed in a bus to the Military Court in
Umayyad Square. We remained there until afternoon, then were taken to a police station
in Kafr Sousa. The next day, we were transferred to Adra Central Prison, where I

remained for about four and a half months before being released.

I, Taymaa Muhiddin, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of

America that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on October 04, 2024 in Aleppo/Azaz.

[signature]

(Taymaa Muhiddin)
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