[TRANSLATION]

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OBADA MZAIK,

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC,

Case No. 1:22-cv-00042-ACR

Plaintiff, Complaint for Torture

v 28 U.S.C. § 1605A

Defendant.

DECLARATION OF RAGHDA AWAD

I, Raghda Awad, hereby declare as follows:

1.

I have full knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration. If called as a witness, I

would testify truthfully to these facts under oath.
Reasons and Circumstances of Detention

Since the start of the Syrian Revolution in March 2011, I was involved in revolutionary
activities [related to] media, relief work, and human rights.

On April 14, 2014 at 1:30 AM, Air Force Intelligence and Military Security raided my
house in Damascus. There were numerous vehicles, motorcycles, and agents. Officers
and agents then stormed my house.

Two officers were present, one with the rank of Major and another with the rank of
Lieutenant Colonel. They vandalized the house furniture, terrorized my family, shouted,

and directed insults at us.

They confiscated all our devices, immediately changed the passwords on my phone and
laptop, then led me to the street and put me in a car. Throughout the journey to the branch,
they threatened to kill me, saying they would hide me in a secret location and kill my

family.

Torture by Air Force Intelligence
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We arrived and entered Branch (215), where Brigadier General Ahmad Alia was the
branch head at the time. He personally conducted body searches of detained women and
girls in a humiliating, degrading, and indecent manner.

They placed me in a car garage where there were many male detainees. I remained there
until 8:30 AM the next day. Throughout this period, the torture of young men never
stopped, their screams filling the place from the severity of torture.

They then took me to the sixth floor and put me in a room with four other detained women.
I stayed with them for a week. They each had different charges. The first woman was
detained for bringing food into Muadamiyah during its siege. The second was arrested
because they couldn't arrest her wanted husband. The third was detained for

communicating with a wanted family member.

Transfer Between Prisons

I remained in that branch for two months before being transferred to Adra Prison where I
stayed for a year. [ was then returned to Branch 215 and was interrogated in the following
branches: Branch 291, Branch 293, and Branch 248. They would take me from Branch

215 to these branches for interrogation. I remained in this situation for a month.
Transfer to Adra Prison

I was then transferred again to Adra Civil Prison, where I underwent criminal, security,
and judicial trials, as well as additional interrogations. Then they transferred me to the

Air Force Intelligence Branch at Mezzeh Military Airport.
Transfer to Air Force Intelligence at Mezzeh Military Airport

They took me to what was called the Secret Security Interrogation Branch in the Air Force
Intelligence Administration at Mezzeh Military Airport. Everyone who interrogated or
dealt with me was Alawite, judging by their accents.

Upon entering the building, blindfolded and handcuffed, they took the belongings sent
with me and placed me in an underground solitary cell where I remained for 15 days. It

was completely dark. I was deprived of seeing any light during this entire period.
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The cell measured (1x1) meter and had no bathroom. The bathroom was outside the cell.
They allowed three bathroom visits daily: At 5:00 AM, 2:00 PM, and 9:00 PM. I knew
these times because they coincided with guard shift changes, which I heard them talking.
I was allowed only two minutes or less to relieve myself.

I wasn't allowed to make any sound inside the cell or even knock on the door. I could hear
torture sounds and screaming around the clock.

They passed me food through a small opening in the door. I could only identify the food
by tasting it. The food was very poor and dirty, and consisted of three olives or fewer, a
spoonful of labneh or jam with a piece of dry bread in the morning. Lunch was a spoonful
of bulgur or rice, a piece of bread, and a tomato or cucumber slice.

During this period, I received no medical care. One of the agents would open the small
door slot and ask if anyone needed medicine, then close it immediately before I could
answer and leave.

I was interrogated daily, up to four times per day. In my first interrogation, they led me
in blindfolded and handcuffed me to the interrogation room on the same floor, sat me on
a chair, and tied me up. They recorded my interrogation on camera. They told me that
Major General Jamil Al-Hassan, head of the Air Force Intelligence Branch, was watching
the interrogation. Present were officers from Aviation Command, a political analyst, a
psychological analyst, and two interrogators questioning me. I wasn't tortured during
interrogation, but they threatened me, intimidated me with threats of physical torture, and
insulted me.

Interrogations lasted between two to six hours, focusing on my work and revolutionary
activities. They showed me photos of wanted people for identification. They humiliated
me during interrogations by forcing me to wear a dirty men's robe with a foul smell.
After fifteen days, they transferred me to a very small communal cell holding thirty
women, elderly people, girls under eighteen, and children.

We took turns sleeping - some would sleep on their sides while others remained standing.
One woman was arrested on her wedding night for trying to enter a besieged area where
her wanted husband was located — so they arrested her instead of him. Another was

arrested with her son because her husband was wanted.
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Children were detained with their mothers and placed in a center called (SOS) for detained
children. There was even a pregnant woman who gave birth in the cell - they took her
baby girl to that center. I remained in that cell for fifteen days, during which I was called
twice only to identify photos of wanted individuals, with no further interrogation. Some
female detainees had been in that cell for two years or more.

One day, they took a female detainee from Muadamiyah for interrogation. Her husband
was with her in the interrogation room. They tortured him in front of her with a heated
metal rod, burning him while he screamed violently before his wife to force her to confess.
They also sexually harassed her in front of her husband to force him to confess.

Medical care was virtually nonexistent - just an occasional anti-inflammatory pill or
Cetamol tablets. The food was similar to that served in the solitary cell, but this one had
an internal bathroom.

After 15 days in the communal cell, they transferred me to Adra Prison, where I remained
there for a short period, then back to Air Force Intelligence Branch at Mezzeh Military
Airport where I remained in a solitary cell for about a month until May 17, 2019. The cell

measured (1x1) meter, with medical care and food similar to the previous period.
Pre-Prisoner Exchange Phase

On May 17, 2019, when I was released in a prisoner exchange, they placed me with a
group of women in a communal cell. They punished me with solitary confinement for
inciting girls to strike.

I was isolated in solitary confinement three times and interrogated twice during this
period. The interrogations were similar to previous ones - just questions, threats, insults,
and heavy psychological pressure.

During this period, my health deteriorated due to malnutrition - the food at the Air Force
Intelligence in Mezzeh Military Airport was poor and infested with cockroaches. They
transferred me to the military hospital and placed me for two days in what appeared to be
an abandoned office with dirty files, dust-filled, containing a coffin with a killed person.

They gave me some medicine.



28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

[TRANSLATION]

They returned me to the Air Force Intelligence Branch at Mezzeh Military Airport. The
corridor contained three communal cells and about twenty solitary cells. The corridor was
full of female detainees and girls, with no males.

Many women were tortured - some placed on the German Chair which breaks the spine,
others suspended, and many beaten with sticks and plastic pipes, among other methods.
During this period, a group of women were executed.

Executed Women

Among those executed was a woman transferred from Adra Prison to Sednayah Prison
and executed there. She was from Yabrud, accused of killing an officer after appearing in
a video showing Free Army forces killing an officer. Even worse, that officer's brother
served as an officer in the Military Intelligence Branch and she was brutally tortured.

Other women were also executed.
Pre-Release Phase

A week before my release, they took me and about twenty-one (21) women and filmed
us (video clip) individually saying, "Hello Abu Walid Al-Shami, I am [name] and I am
detained in the Air Force Intelligence Branch at Mezzeh Military Airport and today's date
is..." This person appeared to be a Free Army commander responsible for prisoner

exchanges.
Prisoner Exchange Phase

A week later, they placed us in buses with vehicles, armed agents, and a Dushka (type of
weapon).

The Red Crescent was responsible for the prisoner exchange. They took us to Idlib at Al-
Eis crossing and handed us over to the Free Army in exchange for regime officers and
agents.

The exchange took place at Al-Eis crossing in southern Aleppo between Haya’at Tahrir
Al-Sham and the Assad regime. Information indicates nine people, including two women
from the Assad regime, were exchanged for twenty-seven detainees from Assad regime

prisons, including twenty-two women.
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I, Raghda Awad, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America

that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on October 9, 2024, in Idlib City.

[signature]

(Raghad Awad)
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