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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OBADA MZAIK, Case No. 1:22-cv-00042-ACR

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC,

Plaintiff, Complaint for Torture

v 28 U.S.C. § 1605A

Defendant.

DECLARATION OF KAMAL FARES

I, Kamal Fares, do hereby declare as follows:

1.

I have full personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration. If called as a

witness, [ would testify truthfully to these facts under oath.
Reasons and Circumstances of Detention

On March 25, 2011, an anti-regime demonstration emerged from the Umayyad Mosque
and proceeded toward Marjeh Square in Damascus. I participated in this demonstration,
positioned myself atop the base of the Marjeh column, and began filming the

demonstration.

When demonstrators gathered and their chants intensified, plainclothes security agents
launched an assault on us. We fled as they began apprehending and beating
demonstrators. I continued running until I reached the Parliament building, where security

agents managed to detain me after striking me with their vehicle.

Upon my arrest, they forced me into their vehicle and transported me to the entrance of
29 Ayar Street in Damascus, which housed an underground garage facility operated by
the Air Force Intelligence Branch. They extracted me from the vehicle and positioned
themselves at the garage entrance. One agent struck me with his foot, sending me

tumbling down the entire flight of stairs to where other detainees were being held.

Detention at Mezzeh Military Airport
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The beating continued uninterrupted from the moment of my capture until my arrival at
Mezzeh Military Airport. The agents employed their fists, feet, and rifle butts in the
beating, resulting in multiple severe injuries including dislocation of my lower jaw, severe

eye swelling, vision impairment, a dislocated shoulder, and foot trauma.

Upon arrival, we were led into an area called “Al-Dirasat”, which resembled a traditional
Arab house with an open courtyard and contained both solitary and communal cells. I
remained there for 6 days under the supervision of an assistant called Abu Haider, who,
judging by his accent, was from the Syrian coast. We were forced to remove all our
clothing and underwent a search. They photographed me in profile and frontal views
while holding a numbered placard, the number of which I cannot recall. Throughout my
detention at the Air Force Intelligence Branch, I remained stripped of all clothing except

my underwear.

After processing, they placed a rubber car tire cover tightly over my eyes to prevent any
vision, bound my hands behind my back, and positioned me in a corridor. Everyone there
participated in beating me—anyone passing by would strike me, alternating between

sticks, their hands and feet, and plastic pipes.

The guards then led me on foot outside the building. I walked for approximately three
minutes on unpaved ground before being placed in an extremely small cell (4x3 meters)

that contained between 25 to 30 detainees and had a small window.

The conditions in that cell were extremely harsh due to its confined space and our large
number. We were forced to sleep on our sides, pressed against each other. Despite my

severe injuries mentioned above, no medical assistance was provided.

The bathroom facilities were located outside, and we were permitted only one visit per
day, limited to three minutes for all of us collectively. This meant I had to attend to my
needs within mere seconds. Each bathroom visit was accompanied by beatings and verbal

abuse.

Regarding meals, we received three daily rations: in the morning, a piece of halawa or
olives with one or two loaves of bread; for lunch, two portions, one containing bulgur or
rice, the other a red sauce with bread; and in the evening, a piece of boiled egg or a piece
of halawa. However, due to our severe psychological distress and fear about our fate, we

rarely ate.
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Torture at Mezzeh Military Airport

Daily interrogations took place in the same cell, lasting between 3 to 4 hours. The
interrogation area was approximately 10 meters from the cell. Each time, they would
tightly secure the car tire, cover over my eyes, and restrain me before taking me to
interrogation. Two individuals conducted the interrogations: one questioned me while the
other continuously administered beatings throughout the session, using a whip, his hands,

and feet.

During interrogation, they accused me of being an Israeli agent and attempted to verify
my identity by comparing some of my photographs to my actual face. However, they were
unable to do so due to the severe facial distortion caused by torture—my face was swollen,

my eyes were puffy, and my features were disfigured.

On the sixth day of interrogation, I was summoned to an office outside the building. The
guard escorting me informed me that I would meet Colonel Suhail Al-Hassan, who then
interrogated me and accused me of working for Israel. He ordered the guards to take me

to the basement.

The guards escorted me to the basement, a distance of approximately 100 meters.
Throughout this transfer, I endured continuous torture and beating, including being

thrown down multiple flights of stairs (each consisting of 14 steps).

The basement consisted of three parallel corridors. At the entrance, the right side of the
corridor contained four communal cells, while the left side had seven solitary cells. The

far end housed six solitary cells and a bathroom.

Through a mistake, the guards initially placed me in Cell No. 1, which was designated for
Major General Hassan Makhlouf, a relative of Bashar Al-Assad who served as head of
Customs and was accused of embezzling billions of dollars. This cell measured 4x2
meters, was clean, and was furnished with a table, foam mattress, and pillow.
Interrogating Major General Hassan Makhlouf or getting closer to him was strictly
forbidden. When they needed to question him, he would be sent directly to Bashar Al-
Assad before being returned. I remained there for approximately an hour until an officer
arrived, berated the guards for placing me in that cell, and had me transferred to Cell No.

3. This cell housed a Jordanian man allegedly from Al-Qaeda and another individual who
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identified himself as Major General Hassan Makhlouf's (who was in Cell No. 1) office

director—he was the one who provided me with these details.

The following day, I was removed from Cell No. 3 after they discovered I had been
mistakenly placed there as well. I was then transferred to Cell No. 7. All solitary cells
were similar in design. In this cell, we numbered around 13 detainees, though this number
fluctuated every now and then. The detainees consisted of fuel traders and others who had

been falsely accused of Al-Qaeda membership.

I was subjected to daily interrogations lasting between 10 to 14 hours. During these
sessions, they would suspend me by my hands from a high window and torture me using
various methods: beating different parts of my body with sticks, whips, and plastic pipes;

administering electric shocks; and striking the soles of my feet with sticks and plastic

pipes.

Their objective was to force me to confess to working for Israel and having connections
with prominent Lebanese figures such as Hariri and Walid Jumblatt. This pattern of daily
torture and interrogation continued for two months. I experienced severe trauma that
caused significant memory loss, and I lost track of time due to frequently losing

consciousness from the severity of the torture.

All detainees suffered from scabies, experiencing severe itching. Fearing infection
themselves, the guards provided us with an ointment called Benzoate only once. We had
to leave it on our bodies for 7 hours and were permitted just one two-minute shower. No
other medical care or medication was provided, despite having elderly detainees suffering
from diabetes, hypertension, and other conditions. Some experienced seizures and
convulsions due to their need for insulin, particularly as their wounds wouldn't heal. They
were denied access to doctors or medication. When our cries for help grew loud, a doctor
would come only to abuse and humiliate the sick patients for disturbing his evening,
providing no medical assistance whatsoever. Even for my dislocated jaw, it was another

detainee who helped reset it to its normal position. I also had a broken rib.

The food was similar to what we received in Al-Dirasat section but with fewer portions,
sometimes reduced to one or two meals per day. I often missed meals as [ was interrogated
and tortured for more than 12 hours. Due to the confined space and large number of

detainees, we had to sleep on our sides, pressed against each other in alternating
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directions.

One day, they placed a detainee with me who gained my trust, and I shared everything
with him. Later, after my release and travel to Egypt, I discovered through meeting his
relatives that he was an Air Force Intelligence agent from Daraa Province, planted to

extract information from me.
Attempt to Air Confession On Syrian TV

Daily, I was made to fingerprint documents confirming the charges against me. On one
occasion when I confessed, they took me to Colonel Suhail Al-Hassan, who was
intoxicated and jubilant about achieving his “victory” in making me confess as desired.
He ordered them to remove the tire cover from my eyes, and I saw him then—a brown-
skinned, thin man approximately 175cm tall, with wrinkles on his face, wearing a cap
over his black hair, with a thick mustache and small eyes. He attempted to speak in the
coastal Alawite dialect, which he didn’t master well. His office contained a leather chair
behind a desk, two chairs in front, with a name plate reading “Colonel Suhail Al-Hassan,”
and some couches. The floor had black and white speckled tiles. He told me I would
appear on television to confess to being an Israeli agent and repeat the charges I had
admitted to: that Israel had been providing me with money, that I had a special bank
account for these funds, and that I was assisting subversive groups, among other
accusations. I agreed, thinking it was just words, after which they returned me to the cell.

I remained in that branch for 4 months.

Several days after Colonel Suhail Al-Hassan’s interrogation and his information about
my planned media appearance on Syrian television to confess to being an Israeli agent, I
was summoned to the office of Major General Jamil Al-Hassan, head of Air Force
Intelligence. His office was extremely luxurious, located on the ground floor. He was an
elderly man with dark skin, graying hair, a slight bald head, and was approximately
175cm tall. His desk displayed the name “Major General Jamil Al-Hassan.”

Upon entering his office, they removed the tire cover from my eyes, unbound me, and
seated me on a black leather couch. Major General Jamil Al-Hassan thanked me, calling
me patriotic for agreeing to confess out of love for my country. Syrian television reporters
and cameras were present for an interview about my confessions, but I refused, stating I
wouldn’t do it even if they killed me. They took me back to Colonel Suhail Al-Hassan's

office, where they resumed torture more brutally and in a more severe and cruel manner
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than before. By then, my body was extremely emaciated and covered in wounds. I could
barely endure the torture and frequently lost consciousness. They returned me to the cell,
continuing this treatment because I was from the Golan and had photos of the Golan on

my phone, which led to their accusations of me working for Israel.
Release from Mezzeh Military Airport

27. Three amnesty decrees were issued by Bashar al-Assad, but none of them included me.
My father began looking for a way to get me out of prison and eventually reached a high-
ranking officer and appealed to him on my behalf. The officer told my father, “Your son
will be released in two weeks,” and that’s exactly what happened—I was released two
weeks after that incident. I was transferred from the Air Force Intelligence Branch at
Mezzeh Military Airport to Criminal Security in Mezzeh, where I remained for one day
before being transferred to the court in the Babila district. When I appeared before the
female judge, she had two large files concerning my case, containing the photos from my
mobile phone and the charges levied against me. When the judge inquired about my
charges, I revealed my body to show her the marks of torture. Before even opening my
case files, she ordered my immediate release. Following my release, I spent two weeks

receiving treatment at home for the effects of torture.

I, Kamal Fares, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America

that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on October 10, 2024 in Gelsenkirchen

[signature]

kamal fares
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