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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OBADA MZAIK, Case No. 1:22-cv-00042-ACR
Plaintiff, Complaint for Torture
v 28 U.S.C. § 1605A
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC,
Defendant.

DECLARATION OF FIRAS AL-BARJAS

I, Firas Al-Barjas, hereby declare as follows:

1. I have full personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration. If called as a

witness, [ would testify truthfully to these facts under oath.
Reasons and Circumstances of Detention

2. I am a resident of Damascus and participated in the demonstration that started at the
Umayyad Mosque on March 25, 2011 and proceeded to the Hamidiyah district in
Damascus. I was the one leading the chants in the demonstration.

3. Suddenly, a patrol from Air Force Intelligence arrived and we scattered. Two friends and
I hid in one of the nearby building entrances, but security agents followed and arrested
us. They blindfolded us so we couldn't see anything and led us to their vehicle. They beat

and severely tortured us throughout our time in the vehicle.
Arrival at Mezzeh Military Airport

4. They took us to Mezzeh Military Airport, where upon arrival there was what they called

a "torture reception," during which we were beaten with hands, feet, hoses, and other
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objects. They then took us to a place called the Al-Dirasat section in the Air Force
Intelligence Branch, which consisted of a walled open courtyard with a door. Inside the
Al-Dirasat section, there were communal cells on the right measuring 5x5, holding about
17 detainees, and three solitary cells in front, with two guards positioned above the cells.
They put me alone in a solitary cell measuring one by one and a half meters, while my
friends were placed in the communal cell.

There was a bathroom near the communal cell. They allowed us to use it twice daily,
morning and evening. Sometimes those of us in solitary cells were restricted to once a
day. We could hear aircraft taking off and landing daily.

When a guard entered the cell, I had to stand and face the wall so I wouldn't see him.
Food consisted of a bread loaf in the morning with some olives or halawa, and lentil soup

or bulgur in the evening.

Torture at Mezzeh Military Airport

The day after my arrest, they blindfolded me and took me to a different location with tiled
floors and placed me in a corridor.

Everyone passing by would beat me. They threw me to the ground and began torturing
me. I could hear the screams of other detainees being tortured. All those in the detention
facility - guards and interrogators - spoke with Alawite coastal accents.

They then took me to the interrogation room where there were two guards and I heard the
voices of three interrogators in front of me whom I couldn't see, but identified by their
voices. The interrogation focused on the demonstration and who I was working with
against the Syrian regime. They threw me to the ground and one stepped on my head.

They played a video and removed my blindfold. The video showed the demonstration I
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participated in where I was clearly chanting. I couldn't deny it. The torture and beating
continued, including electric shocks, whipping, and other methods besides beating with
hands and feet.

They would take me to the corridor for hours, then return me to the interrogation room.
This torture cycle repeated about four times that day before they returned me to the
solitary cell with another detainee from Latakia who had lived in Rukn al-Din, Damascus.
The other detainee was approximately 22 years old.

I was interrogated twice more during the first four days, following the same pattern of
torture, beating, and humiliation, and was forced to sign on to the charges against me.
There was a Kurdish detainee from Rukn al-Din who entered the prison the same day as
us. They tortured him brutally despite his epilepsy. When he had seizures and asked for
medication, they would take him from the communal cell and torture him in the courtyard
outside. This was because during our "reception party," as they called it, he had shouted
"Allahu Akbar on you" at them. They also tortured another detainee who was my friend
from Homs.

There were no visits from lawyers or relatives, and no medical care or medication. There
was a young man from Eastern Ghouta in Damascus whose hand was broken. He asked

for treatment, but the guards refused.

Presidential Amnesty and Release

On April 21, 2011, a presidential amnesty was issued that included us. It was a Thursday.
They put about seven detainees in a van at 2:30 AM and dropped us off separately while

blindfolded. Another detainee and I were released on the President's Bridge in Damascus.
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I, Firas Al-Barjas, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America
that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on October 7, 2024.

Firas Al-Barjas

([signature])
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