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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OBADA MZAIK, Case No. 1:22-cv-00042-ACR
Plaintiff, Complaint for Torture
v 28 U.S.C. § 1605A
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC,
Defendant.

DECLARATION OF AHMAD ABU AL-KAS

I, Ahmad Abu Al-Kas, hereby declare as follows:

1.

I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration. If called as a witness, |

would testify truthfully to these facts under oath.
Reasons and Circumstances of Detention

I am from Sahem Al-Golan area and was residing in Tafas city when security forces raided
my house on September 13, 2018 around 12:00 AM. They arrested me from my house

along with another young man (who later died in Sednaya).

The patrol transferred us to an Air Force Intelligence facility where both of us were beaten
with 6mm iron rods and subjected to electric shocks. They would pour water on us and

connect electric generator wires to shock us.

We were then transferred to the Interrogation Branch of Air Force Intelligence at Mezzeh

Military Airport, which I heard agents refer to as "the Airport Interrogation Branch."

They took us down to the basement of the Interrogation Branch and placed us under a
staircase where we waited to surrender our belongings. After they took our mobile phones
and money and assigned us numbers (mine was 412), we removed all our clothing. They
beat us in what they called a "welcome party" while hurling the most offensive insults at

us. They then allowed us to wear only underwear before placing metal handcuffs on my



[TRANSLATION]

hands and feet, wrapping a chain from my hands to my feet and around my necks with two
metal locks. I was blindfolded and placed in a solitary cell measuring 1x1.5 meters. Eight

of us were in this cell, unable to sit or even sleep.
Detention and Torture at Mezzeh Military Airport

I was held in this solitary cell for approximately two months and sixteen days. During this
period, I was summoned for interrogation five times daily, still in my condition blindfolded.
The interrogator would demand that I confess to things I knew nothing about. When 1
couldn't answer his strange questions about matters unknown to me, he would order the

guards to torture me.

I was subjected to shabeh—torture by suspension from the ceiling by my wrists so my feet
couldn't touch the ground—which sometimes lasted for hours. I felt like my hands were
cut off from my body. The last time, he suspended me for three consecutive days, only
releasing my restraints for five minutes for food and bathroom visits before resuming the
suspension. After this, the interrogator gave me four days' rest before suspending me again
for three consecutive days, followed by another three days' rest. Subsequently, he made me
stand in the corridor for three consecutive days, preventing me from sitting or sleeping.
During this time, I was beaten by every guard who passed through the corridor with

whatever they carried—cables or plastic pipes (called Lakhdar Brahimi).

I was also subjected to torture by what they called dulab [the tire] where guards would
place a car tire around my knees from the front, insert a metal pipe (gariss) under my knees,
then flip me face-down with my feet confined by the tire and metal pipe. Guards would
take turns beating my feet with cables or the green pipe [Lakhdar Brahimi]. These torture
sessions would continue until I lost consciousness. Despite all this torture, when I denied
the charges against me, the interrogator would become enraged and extinguish his cigarette

on my body.

Twice, the interrogator forced my mouth open, filled it with fine salt, and made me keep it
closed with the salt inside for hours until he decided to grant mercy and let me remove it,

while denying me water.
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Another form of torture I endured in this branch involved placing my hand on a metal pipe
while the guard would either crush it with the room's door or strike my fingers with the

green pipe. This punishment was repeated multiple times on me and all the detainees.

There was also the "oven" punishment, which involved forcing the detainee to crawl into
an armored metal tank in the outer courtyard under the sun. It had a small door and a few
cigarette-sized holes. After placing the detainee inside, they would close the door. The
temperature inside was extremely high. The interrogator threatened to put me in it and tried
once, but when my hand merely touched the inside of the tank, my hand burned and I

became terrified, so he returned me to interrogation without putting me in the oven.

The interrogator would tell me, "Your record is clean, but you won't leave here without
being charged as an armed fighter." I complied with all the interrogator's demanded
confessions, admitting to being armed. He said, "You fired five magazines at the army." |
replied, "No, just one magazine." He said, "Fine, one magazine, but the engagement was at

600 meters," to which I agreed, not understanding its significance at the time.

As for using the bathroom, the guards would let us out twice a day, once in the morning
and once in the evening. The number of bathrooms was limited, and we were instructed not
to take more than a few seconds. Each time, two people were forced to use the bathroom
together. The guard would say, "You must be out within five counts." Anyone who
exceeded this time would be beaten with the green pipe until swelling occurred, and all

occupants of the cell would then be beaten and denied bathroom access.

We were permitted one hour weekly in an outdoor courtyard measuring approximately

3x13 meters, surrounded by high walls with no roof.

During these courtyard visits, we were blindfolded and shackled, wearing only underwear,
and taken out shortly before sunset. Following the interrogator's instructions, guards would
beat and torture me, pour water on me, and subject me to humiliation. They would direct
sexual and deviant verbal abuse at me, and frequently strike my genitals. One guard would
ask if I was married, and upon learning I wasn't, would say, "Good, we must end your

bloodline entirely."
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Sometimes from this courtyard, they would take us for interrogation, which often began
after midnight. We would enter a hall with numerous interrogators, each detainee placed
before their assigned interrogator. During this period, my interrogator was called "Abu
Arab," a Captain. Nearby was another interrogator, whom I believe was called "Abu
Hussein" or "Abu Hassan," responsible for interrogating women. I could hear him
questioning women and their voices during interrogation. When I was being tortured with
the tire, women were subjected to the same punishment nearby, while guards directed
obscene language at them, tore their clothes, and shouted at them, “You want jihad al-

nikah, you whore.”

Another guard called "Abu Ali" would take young men to cell number 49 for sexual assault.
He attempted to harass me multiple times, as well as an Iraqi child, promising to move us
from solitary confinement and provide more food if we complied. We refused despite the
severe hunger we endured in this branch, where our daily food ration consisted of one
boiled egg shared among seven people, a small cup of barely-cooked rice or bulgur for

lunch, and three pieces of bread—often reduced to two—per person per day.
Names of Some Other Guards
During detention, I heard the names of other guards, including:

"Assistant Nawfal," whom I later learned from other detainees was from Homs;

Head of the guard shift "Abu Haidara";
"Ahmad Qudra" and "Abu Al-Zain"—the latter being one of our most brutal guards;
— Guard "Abu Ali" who sexually assaulted detainees.

Detention and Torture at Other Locations Outside Mezzeh Military Airport

On September 10, 2019, they returned me to the Interrogation Branch for hours, where they
gave me a "civil registry extract" bearing my photo and marked for the Field Military Court.
I was transferred to the Military Police Branch in Al-Qaboun, where I remained for seven

days in Room 9. The room measured 4x5 meters and held between 40 to 45 people.
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Among us were five detainees from the Alawite sect who occupied one-quarter of the room.
They would receive the food first, take what they wanted, and give us the remainder - all

with the Military Police guards' knowledge.

After seven days in the Military Police Branch, the guard chained me with a large group of
prisoners in a single chain and sent us in a refrigerated-type vehicle to Sednaya Military
Prison.

Upon arrival, a guard climbed into the vehicle, began cursing us, and forced us out while
beating us. He made us walk in a kneeling position without raising our heads. They took
us to a courtyard and forced us to remove all our clothing while continuously beating us

with batons.

They then placed us in solitary cells measuring 1.5x1 meters. We were eight people in this
cell. We remained there for seven days, receiving food only twice and no water whatsoever.
When food was provided, one of us would crawl out through the cell door after it was
opened to collect the food. The guards would beat him and wouldn't allow him to return
until the bread was mixed with blood from his beating. Each time, the food ration consisted
of one piece of bread per person and a small portion of potatoes or strained yogurt. We
were completely naked, and guards would enter our cells two or three times daily to beat

us with cables, plastic pipes, or their hands.

Subsequently, we were transferred to the first floor where the rooms or dormitories were
located. We numbered about 36 people at that time, of whom I am the only survivor. After
placing us in the room, they began pulling us out in groups of ten for torture with the tire.
I received approximately 150 strikes to my feet. The torture in Sednaya Prison was

continuous and daily.

Guards would enter our room and make us stand facing the wall, then beat us with batons.

Anyone who fell or bent over would be taken outside and subjected to the tire torture.

Regarding food, one piece of bread was shared among four people, along with a very small

portion of olives, yogurt, or halawa—meaning each person's share was just one-quarter of
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a bread piece. This situation continued in the room for approximately two and a half

months.

One day, guards brought a large quantity of bread and placed it in front of our cell. Upon
seeing it, we were overjoyed. Several prisoners began dancing in the cell out of happiness
for the bread. There was a surveillance camera mounted above the door that captured this.
When they saw this through the camera, they removed these prisoners and tortured them
with the tire until they died, except for one who returned nearly dead. Days later, they called
for him in an execution chain (a metal chain used to restrain multiple detainees when
moving more than two prisoners, with detainees bound by handcuffs attached to the chain).

He had been detained in Sednaya since 2017.

After approximately two and a half months of improvement, conditions deteriorated

beyond their previous state, with intensifying torture, beatings, and food deprivation.
Other Detainees

In the solitary cell, I met a young man about 16 years old from the Qalamoun area who had

been detained for 4 years at that time, meaning he was arrested at age 12.

There was also an Iraqi child, approximately 13 years old, who was arrested in Damascus
with his mother. His mother was held in the women's cells, and he told me she had given
birth to a daughter there in prison. When I met him, he had spent three months in detention
with his mother. The Iraqi child was terrified of the interrogator. When called for
interrogation, he would be beaten and suffer from severe diarrhea due to fear, soiling his
clothes. He would cry continuously, saying "I want my mother." Due to the food shortage,

other prisoners and I would give him some of our bread pieces.

The women's cells were nearby, and we could hear their torture. I would hear guards
ordering them to quickly remove their clothes, followed by the sounds of beating and

women screaming, begging the guards not to beat them.
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I was also detained with two young men. One from Hama told me he was imprisoned with
his mother and sister because his father was wanted by the regime. He, his mother, and his
sister were suspended together in one room. He informed me that he, his mother, and his
sister were raped in 2016 at the Interrogation Branch in Mezzeh.

The second young man was from Damar Al-Balad and also told me that he, his mother,
sister, and sister-in-law were raped, and he was raped in front of them at the Interrogation

Branch.

There was also a defected soldier whose house was raided, leading to his arrest along with

his family for harboring him. His family was later released while he remained in detention.

We also had two people with us—one from Homs and another from the town of Al-Furqlos
in rural Homs—detained in connection with the same case. I learned from them that this
case involved a single charge against 75 men and 350 women. He, his brothers, sisters, and
brothers-in-law were held by Air Force Intelligence on charges of ISIS membership. Most

of these detainees never emerged.
Mock Trial

On November 21, 2019, I was presented to the Field Court. They took me down with other
detainees, shackled and blindfolded, to appear before the judge. I was extremely ill and
suffering from memory loss at the time. Before entering the court in Kafr Sousa, we were

all beaten with batons by Military Police personnel.

I appeared before the judge for no more than a minute. After removing my blindfold, the
judge asked what was wrong with me, and I told him I was sick. There was only one judge
present. He said, "You committed these crimes listed before me" (being armed, shooting at
security forces and the army, and belonging to the Free Army). I denied this, explaining

that I had confessed to these charges under torture and had not committed any of them.

After the court appearance, they returned us to Sednaya with the same beating and
humiliation as before, then to the Air Force Intelligence Branch in Mezzeh for re-

interrogation. I remained there for four days, during which Captain Abu Arab rewrote the
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report (re-interrogation and taking statements). He asked me, "Why don't you confess in

court and spare yourselves and us the torture?"

Health Problems Resulting from the Brutality of Torture

In Al-Amriya Prison (an Air Force Intelligence prison located in the Aviation Command
building), we were held in a dark, filthy room infested with lice and scabies, without
bathrooms. When a doctor came to examine us (which happened twice in ten months), we
were required to completely undress in the corridor. The guards would begin beating and

humiliating us in front of the doctor, who himself would humiliate and insult us.

After the trial, I was returned to Sednaya Prison. I was extremely ill but feared revealing
this since those taken to the hospital never returned, especially tuberculosis patients.
However, due to severe abdominal pain and diarrhea, the doctor referred me to Tishreen

Hospital.

Mistreatment at the Hospital and Doctors' Participation in Torture and Killing of Patients

41.

42.

At the hospital, we were placed in a unit called "Secret Division," a 4x4 meter room with
a bathroom in one corner. It contained only two blankets on the floor where patients were
placed together. We were severely beaten by the unit's personnel, in addition to verbal
abuse and insults. The next day, guards took me, blindfolded and bound, to see the doctor.
When the doctor asked what was wrong, I said diarrhea and fever. He said, "You're lying."
Indeed, I was lying because I feared I might have tuberculosis—we knew that those

diagnosed with tuberculosis died there.

That afternoon, a refrigerated vehicle arrived carrying 24 corpses of deceased detainees.
We, the six patients, were forced to unload the bodies and place them in our room (we had
to carry the bodies while kneeling to avoid seeing the agents). When exhaustion
overwhelmed us, a policeman entered and said: "I'll count to three. Anyone who doesn't
reach the bathroom will die." (The bathroom was inside the room, but patients were in
severely poor health, some unable to stand or even walk.) He began counting. Three of us

couldn't reach the bathroom. I watched him grab one's neck and twist until it broke, grip
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another and wrap his arm around his neck until he strangled him, and ordered us to wrap
the third in one of the military blankets in the room, binding him and leaving him wrapped

until he died. Only three of us remained in the room with 27 corpses.

An officer arrived and recorded our cases and those of the corpses, taking our hospital
referral numbers—mine was 19970. The officer recorded the names of the deceased and
their eye iris colors, including those killed by the policeman, without asking about causes

of death or how they died.

The next morning around 6:00 AM, we three loaded the corpses into a black van for

transport to an unknown destination.

The doctor came to the unit, took blood samples from me, and made me expectorate
multiple times for samples. Afterward, they brought three new patients from Sednaya to
our unit in the hospital, along with another refrigerated vehicle containing twelve corpses,
which we brought into the room as the day before. The same policeman returned and killed
two more of us who couldn't reach the bathroom within the required time, again using neck-

breaking methods.

On the third morning, we transferred the corpses to the van. They then brought us seven
new corpses and new patients before handing us over to the same patrol to return us to

Sednaya.

In Sednaya Prison, there was also a doctor called “Lujain” who spoke to us in vulgar ways.
If he told a dormitory supervisor "In 3 days you'll be a corpse," he would make it happen.
He placed one prisoner's head against the dormitory door and slammed it forcefully, then
began kicking his sides and beating him with a plastic pipe until he died in front of us half
an hour later. This same doctor killed the supervisor of the neighboring dormitory by

kicking his head while it was on the ground until he died.

On December 25, 2021, I had washed my prison uniform with water. When this doctor
came to the room, I hadn't put on the jacket. He made me kneel on the ground, placed my

head on the tiles, and kicked me with his military boot until blood flowed from my mouth,
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nose, and head. He then ordered the guards to put me in the tire and beat me severely until
they broke my right hand's metacarpal and my right foot. The doctor then took down my
name to identify me if I died afterward. For about eleven days following this, I was

coughing up blood, and for approximately three months, I couldn't walk on my foot.
Return to Sednaya Prison

Conditions didn't change much upon our return to Sednaya Prison. The reception involved
beating and torture, inevitably including tire torture, and I was returned to the same room

in the wing.

One day, the prison security officer came to the wing and said, "Listen, all of you: I have a
surprise for you," then left. We were optimistic about his words, but the surprise was that
police personnel entered the wing and ordered us, in sequence, to extend our hands through
the door slot. They would grab our hands and beat them until they swelled and were
skinned. They struck each person more than 150 times on their hands with pipes and cables.
Many people's hands became flayed, swollen, and later developed ulcers. Some developed
infected wounds. My own hands remained swollen for a long time, and I couldn't move

them due to this beating.

Around mid-2020, prison conditions began to improve somewhat. Food portions increased
as before, torture decreased to some extent, and we were allowed weekly showers. We
would line up to go to the wing's bathroom while naked, (lined up like a train, the first
person bending their head forward in a kneeling position and holding the genitals of the
person behind them, and so on in the same manner. A guard would hold the first person's
head and guide them toward the bathroom as we followed). We would go to the bathroom
without raising our heads or opening our eyes, quickly enter, and shower with whatever
water was available, hot or cold. We were beaten during both the journey there and back. I
recall that one guard, an assistant called Assistant Najm, struck a prisoner on the neck

before entering the bathroom, killing him.

Every two or three months, we were also permitted to go to a courtyard for sun exposure.

Those who went out were usually forced to crawl back after being kicked in the chest or

10



53.

54.

55.

[TRANSLATION]

back by guards. Visits were permitted at Sednaya Prison after December 29, 2020. My
family visited me four times, approximately once every two months, after visits had been

suspended for about a year.
Execution of 450 Prisoners

An amnesty decree for prisoners was issued in 2020, but only 17 people were released from
Sednaya at that time. Days later, 450 people were executed in Sednaya Prison. This
information circulated among prisoners when they met in the court chain— (a metal chain
linking detainees' restraints behind one another, called "chain" and named according to its
purpose - in this case, "court chain" for those being taken to courts). All information came
from Alawite prisoners in the prison who were part of these court chains. These prisoners
received this information from guards, as their relationship with guards was entirely
different from ours. They weren't subjected to the same torture or pressure, and even their
food situation was different. All of us who went to court, myself included, saw that these
prisoners who appeared before judges were in better health than us, and guards treated them

gently.

On the day 450 people were executed, I remember they took 65 people from our wing in
an execution chain (a metal chain linking detainees' restraints behind one another,
specifically for those being taken to execution). Among them were two brothers from
Zebdin in Ghouta—one was taken while the other remained with us. When his family

visited him, they asked about his brother but knew nothing of his fate.
Procedures Followed Before Execution

The execution chain is often carried out on Sundays and Mondays, typically repeating
every two or three weeks, or sometimes monthly. Guards would come to the wing with
officers—we could tell from the guards' behavior. One would announce "Listen for your
name" then begin reading names. Each person whose name was called would be removed
from their room without their belongings. They would line up in a single file, and chains

would be placed on their hands while blindfolded. We would hear Assistant Abu Yaqoub—

11
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a notorious assistant in Sednaya—singing to them: "I see you running like a gazelle - like

the end of a brave man," before taking them to Wing (A-Right).

They would be placed in the first and second dormitories, and denied food and water for
three consecutive days while being tortured. On Wednesday morning, their torture would
intensify, continuing until midnight when executions would begin. We would then hear
them asking each person for their full name, mother's and father's names, and other personal
information, followed by the sounds of metal tables being overturned on the ground. I met
someone who was mistakenly taken for execution but was returned when guards realized

their error. He described these scenes to me, which matched the sounds we would hear.

In mid-May 2021, I contracted scabies in prison and was isolated from the room, and placed
in a special scabies ward where they provided medicine (Benzoate). Many people were
also isolated for tuberculosis, and tuberculosis patients rarely returned—many died before

completing treatment, while others were killed by the doctor himself.
Issuance of Amnesty Decree and Release

After the amnesty decree was issued, an officer named Aws entered the wing in June 2022
with several personnel and announced loudly: "Everyone who hears their name, remove
prison clothes, put on civilian clothes, and approach the door," then began calling out
names. It was a Sunday, and he called out 65 names before leaving. They were taken from

the wing differently—without harassment, beating, restraints, or blindfolds.

The next day, he returned to the wing and called out 17 names. We didn't see him until

Friday morning when he returned and called out 18 names, including my own.

They took us from the dormitories to the registry where we received our belongings, papers
and money. Released military personnel were given leave papers. We boarded a bus to the
prison gate, where we were released. It was around 6:00 AM, and the main road was empty.
We walked about 2 km from the prison until vehicles began appearing on the road. Each
of us took whatever transport was available to Damascus. [ went to my family in Daraa and

stayed with them until the end of July, then left for Lebanon where I now reside.

12



[TRANSLATION]

I, Ahmad Abu Al-Kas, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of

America that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on October 8, 2024 in Cyprus.

[signature]

(Ahmad Abu Al-Kas)
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