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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OBADA MZAIK, Case No. 1:22-cv-00042-ACR
Plaintiff, Complaint for Torture

v 28 U.S.C. § 1605A

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC,

Defendant.

DECLARATION OF AHMAD MOHAMMAD SALIM BUQAI
I, Ahmad Mohammad Salim Bugqai, do hereby declare as follows:
Background of the Witness
1. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration. If called as a
witness, [ would testify truthfully to these facts under oath.
Reasons and Circumstances of Detention
2. On March 25, 2011, I participated in an anti-regime demonstration that departed
from the Umayyad Mosque towards Marjeh Square. When we reached Al-Bahsa
Bridge, security forces and shabiha [pro-regime militias] stormed us and attempted
to arrest us. I fled from them and descended beneath the bridge, but Air Force
Intelligence agents wearing civilian clothing and carrying batons arrested me and
placed me in a bus, covering my face with the sweater I was wearing so that I could
not see anything.
3. They also gathered 13 other detainees who had participated in the demonstration,
including approximately six doctors and pharmacists. They drove us through
Damascus neighbourhoods where pro-Syrian regime rallies were taking place and

forced us to chant with them.
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Detention at Mezzeh Military Airport
They took us to the Air Force Intelligence Branch at Mezzeh Military Airport. Upon
entering through the main gate, they searched us, confiscated our belongings, and
photographed us individually in three angles: profile, front, and back. They recorded
our information and placed us in a service vehicle before taking us to a location
within the airport.
I was detained in an area near the main gate, which consisted of an open-air space
with two communal cells and three solitary confinement cells. In the middle was a
courtyard of approximately 30 square metres, with lavatories near the communal
cells. There was barbed wire on the wall surrounding the area and personnel on the
roof. The interrogation area was very close--about 20 metres outside my location.
The communal cell measured approximately 4 x 4 metres.
When we arrived at the courtyard, they forced us to remove all of our clothes and
subjected us to a strip search. After we put our clothes back on, they took our shoes
and belts before placing us in a communal cell. Shortly after, they provided each
detainee with 17 sheets of paper on which we were to write our personal information,
including details about our family members. We spent until evening completing
these papers. According to one of the detainees at the time, these papers were to be
sent to 17 different security branches.
Occasionally, a guard would come to us and deliver lectures about the homeland,
treason, dealing with the West, and other topics. The assistant in charge of us at that
time had an accent from the Syrian coast. He was tall and broad with a large
moustache. Whenever he entered, we had to stand and face the wall so that we could

not see him. He would beat us each time he entered.
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On the second day, they summoned me for interrogation. They blindfolded me,
restrained me, and placed me in the corridor outside the interrogator's room.
Everyone who passed by would strike me with their hand or foot. I remained in the
corridor for many hours, during which I heard sounds of severe torture, beating,
electric shocks, and detainees screaming. Later, I heard the sound of the room door
opening and closing. Someone kicked me and asked, “why are you here, animal?" 1
replied, “they brought me for interrogation.” He then said to the guard, “take him
back to the cell and bring him back tomorrow.”

After two days, they summoned me again for interrogation. They restrained and
blindfolded me, taking me to the same room. The interrogator asked, “Why is your
voice hoarse?” I told him I was ill, to which he replied that it was because I had been
chanting at the demonstration. The interrogator’s questions revolved around my
participation in the demonstration and the individuals who took part in it. I denied
everything. The interrogator had searched my mobile phone and noticed numbers
saved under “Leadership,” “Government.” and “Ministry of Interior.” He asked
about these numbers, and I told him they belonged to my father, mother, and sister.
The interrogator called my father from an unknown number and confirmed my
statement when my father answered.

My interrogation lasted half an hour or slightly more, during which I was
continuously beaten with hands and feet before being returned to the cell.

The food during that period consisted of potatoes, boiled eggs, or boiled rice.
Regarding lavatory use, we were allowed to go three times a day for about 30
seconds each time. Anyone who took longer would be beaten by the guard. There

was no medical care or medication available at that time. We had a young, 25-year-
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old man with us who had sustained a large, deep wound on his face and was
bleeding. It appeared he had been struck with a knife or bayonet at the moment of
his arrest during the demonstration. I asked the guard to provide him with treatment
and suture his wound, but the guard refused, saying, “this is none of your business,
animal.” I told him, “I am a doctor and can suture that wound, but I need medical
suturing equipment.” The guard responded, “I will bring you some equipment.” He
brought medical suturing equipment, but it was of very poor quality, unsterile, dirty,
and the thread was very thick. There was no disinfectant or anaesthetic to numb the
detainee. I asked the guard for a lighter to sterilise the needle, and then I began to
suture the wound, which was extremely severe: the detainee's teeth were visible
from beneath the wound due to its depth and size. I placed only three stitches, widely
spaced and without anaesthesia. We would put some salt in water for him to gargle
in an attempt to help him heal and prevent wound infection.

On the thirteenth day of my detention, they summoned us for interrogation again
individually. When I entered the interrogation room, I was not blindfolded. There
was a short officer, approximately fifty years old, with short hair and a large bald
spot on his head, speaking with a coastal Syrian accent. One of the detainees told
me it was Hafez Makhlouf and that the detainee knew him from before, as he was
the one who had summoned us all that day. There was no interrogation, but that
officer delivered a lecture about the homeland and patriotism, as he had done with
the other detainees. The officer asked if I belonged to any party, and I said the Ba'ath
Party. He responded, “say the Arab Socialist Ba'ath Party, you animal.” Afterwards,

he told me I would be released today or tomorrow.
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Release from Mezzeh Military Airport and Discharge

13. The following morning, they took us out to the main gate. We were only eleven
detainees because two detainees were not released with us.

14. After returning our belongings, they released us separately. I left with a young man
from As-Suwayda. We took a taxi, and I went to where my car was parked. I drove
the young man to As-Suwayda before returning to my home.

I, Ahmad Mohammad Salim Bugqai, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of

the United States of America that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on May 15, 2024 in Idlib.

/s/ AP

Ahmad Mohammad Salim Bugai
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