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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OBADA MZAIK, Case No. 1:22-cv-00042-ACR
Plaintiff, Complaint for Torture
v 28 U.S.C. § 1605A
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC,
Defendant.

DECLARATION OF AHMAD QURAITEM

I, Ahmad Quraitem, hereby declare as follows:

1. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration. If called as a witness, |

would testify truthfully to these facts under oath.
Reasons and Circumstances of Detention

2. On September 23, 2011, Air Force Intelligence Branch agents raided my house, breaking
down the door and entering without permission, causing terror to my wife and children.

3. The agents spread throughout my house and accused me of being an Al Jazeera TV channel
correspondent because they saw me watching it during their raid. Upon entering, an
Assistant called Abu Haider (large and tall, approximately 42 years old) punched me in the
face, causing my eyebrow to bleed. He pointed a gun at my head and questioned me about
my relationship with a relative who was then one of the peaceful demonstration activists in
Daraya and wanted by the regime.

4. The Assistant punched me again and the agents tied me. After searching my house, they
took my laptop computer, camera, my mobile phone, and my wife's mobile phone. The
agents made me stand at the house door, where I saw my neighbors also being detained by
agents.

5. After the agents finished searching the building, they took us to a bus parked in front, after
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blindfolding us. They beat us to make us board the bus and continued beating us all over
our bodies during the journey. Due to the severity of the beating, I lost all sensation and

believe I lost consciousness.
Detention Conditions at Mezzeh Military Airport

The agents took us to Mezzeh Military Airport via dirt roads, arriving at approximately
9:30 PM. They unloaded us from the bus while beating us, then told their colleagues at the
airport that [ was an Al Arabiya correspondent, whereupon they also began beating me and
asking for my code name.

The agents seated me on the edge of a concrete block about 20cm above ground, with my
knees higher than my seat. One agent struck me with his hand, then hit my knee with a
rifle, causing cartilage damage that I suffer from to this day. My left eyebrow was also
injured.

The agents took us to the reception office and began recording our personal information.
There were about seven agents in the room, which I estimated from their voices. They beat
me on my side and sensitive areas while directing the most offensive insults at me and my
family.

Then, the agents took me to another room to surrender my personal belongings (though
they had already taken my camera, laptop, and mobile phone from my house).

I could hear the screams of another detainee as agents were beating his head until I thought
he had gone mad from screaming.

We stood outside while the agents beat us. After about an hour or hour and a half, they took
me to what was called "Al-Dirasat", which resembled a traditional Arab house consisting
of one large room, three solitary cells, a bathroom, and a small courtyard.

The agents placed me in the large room, which held about twenty people and measured
approximately 4x6 meters. I remained there for one day. The following night, the agents
took me, along with others, after blindfolding me. They beat us, put us in a vehicle, and

transferred us to another location not far from the first one within Mezzeh Military Airport.
Torture at Mezzeh Military Airport

The agents made us stand against the wall, facing it. We were standing in a line, and from
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beneath my blindfold, I could see a person sitting in an unroofed courtyard surrounded by
rooms, recording the names of those entering. When my turn came to approach this person,
he asked my name and ordered me to remove all my clothing, including underwear. After
redressing, agents took me to a solitary cell in the Old Prison measuring approximately
1.60x2.30 meters, which already held nine people, including an elderly man of about 60
years.

I was interrogated in this cell approximately three times. During the first interrogation,
when I was taken to the interrogator, he struck me, causing my blindfold to fall off, and I
saw him. He appeared to be an officer with the rank of Lieutenant or First Lieutenant, thin
and not tall. They put back my blindfold, and the interrogator asked my name and whether
I had participated in demonstrations, which I denied. He also asked about activists from
Daraya and who participated in demonstrations, so I provided some names.

I was beaten during interrogations with a hose or plastic pipe. The interrogator himself
conducted the beating, then ordered me to sit and raise my feet, striking my feet and
threatening to bring someone to torture and beat me if I didn't confess.

The interrogation lasted about an hour or an hour and a half. During the second
interrogation, the interrogator told me they had brought someone who confessed that I had
participated in demonstrations - I realized it was one of my neighbors with whom I had
attended demonstrations.

The first and second interrogations took place at night. For the third interrogation, the
agents took me to the interrogator during the day. He ordered me to lift my blindfold and
said he would show me some pictures. I saw they had printed photos and files from my
laptop, everything related to the revolution. They had even recovered and printed photos
from my camera, where they found some pictures of the demonstrations. The interrogator
questioned me about an article by Dr. Al-Bouti concerning his opinion on demonstrations,
the Revolution, and revolutionaries. He also asked about a picture of Sednaya Prison among
my photos. I told him I was previously detained in Sednaya Prison in 2003 for participating
in a demonstration. The interrogator told me they had found weapons in my house, showing

me pictures of my children holding toy weapons - attempting to pressure me about weapons
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and remind me of my children. I denied this and explained they were children's toys. I was
made to fingerprint the statement record and was returned to the cell.

While in cell number 20, they brought in a detainee who was a dentist residing in Saudi
Arabia, arrested at the border during a visit to Syria. He was accused of funding the
Revolution. They also brought another dentist, along with many others from different areas
who were distributed among the cells. Daily, I would hear detainees screaming from severe
torture.

One form of torture we frequently endured was restricted bathroom access, limited to
specific times not exceeding three visits per day. Often these times would be delayed or
combined. Every night, we would hear sounds of detainee movement and the chains they

used to bind them during transfers to other detention facilities.
Release from Mezzeh Military Airport

When I was transferred from cell 20, it held about 12 detainees. I remained in cell 20 for
approximately 18 days. On the eighteenth day, around 12 pm, agents took me along with
others, blindfolded us, and placed us in what they called "the chain," which contained about
fifty people. They bound our hands and feet and transported us in a closed vehicle to the
Air Force Intelligence Branch (Al-Tahrir Branch) at the end of Baghdad Street. I remained
there for a period I cannot recall before being returned to Mezzeh Military Airport to collect
my belongings.

I was then transferred to the Military Police in Al-Qaboun, where I remained for one day.
The following day, I was transferred to the Military Justice Department in Mezzeh. The
same day, [ was returned to the Military Police in Al-Qaboun where I stayed for about three
days. I was then transferred to the Rural Damascus Court in Al-Zablatani, and from there
to the Daraya Court, where the judge ordered my release along with others. This occurred

in May or June 2012, after I had spent approximately 6 months and one week in detention.
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I, Ahmad Quraitem, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of

America that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on October 5, 2024 in Doha.

[signature]

(Ahmad Quraitem)
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