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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OBADA MZAIK, Case No. 1:22-cv-00042-ACR
Plaintiff, Complaint for Torture
v 28 U.S.C. § 1605A
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC,
Defendant.

DECLARATION OF WITNESS SCM-SLP-CJA-AFI-MB-T-011
I, SCM-SLP-CJA-AFI-MB-T-011, do hereby declare as follows:

1. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this Declaration. If called as a witness,

I would testify truthfully to these facts under oath.
Reasons and Circumstances of Detention

2. I am from Al-Qusayr in Homs, but I have been living in Salamiyah, rural Hama, since
2010. I married in Salamiyah, and at the beginning of the Syrian Revolution, I was working
with coordination committees in Hama and Damascus.

3. In June 2012, I was in the city of Raqqa. While returning to Salamiyah, near the Athriya
area in rural Hama, I was stopped at a regime checkpoint by personnel in both military
uniforms and civilian clothing from the Popular Committees. I was alone in my white
Hyundai Sonata. After seeing my ID showing I was from Al-Qusayr, they ordered me out
of the car and detained me at the checkpoint for an hour. They then put me in a van where
there were three other detainees who had been arrested before me at the checkpoint - one

from Hama and two seemed to be from the Salamiyah villages.

Detention at Mustafa Rustom's Farm
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They took us to Mustafa Rustom's farm - he also owned the cafeteria and restaurant
opposite the farm. I knew him previously as I had held my wedding celebration in
the restaurant's banquet hall. The farm served as a headquarters for regime-affiliated
Popular Committees.

Upon entering the farm, I heard someone from the Rustom family, a relative of
Mustafa whom I knew but can't recall his name, order them not to beat me, as they
were beating the other detainees with me.

They put me in a small room in the farm with a metal-barred window. I remained
there for about four hours, with no one entering. Throughout this period, my hands
were bound, and I could hear the sounds of the other detainees being tortured
outside.

We stayed in that room for three days. [ wasn't tortured, but the other detainees were
tortured daily outside the room. New detainees arrived each day.

At around 3 AM on the fourth day, they took me out of the room. Mustafa Rustom
came and gave me a phone, telling me to call my relatives - I believe to negotiate a
ransom for my release. Suddenly, someone came and told him not to let me call
because security was coming to take me and the others.

Indeed, a car arrived, and four agents in camouflage military uniforms carrying rifles
got out, two of them from Air Force Intelligence Branch.

Arrest by Air Force Intelligence

The Air Force Intelligence agents interrogated me and accused me of multiple charges
including demonstrations and financial support, among others. I denied this, but they
showed me a report written by one of their collaborators containing extensive information
about me and my family who had visited me for four months.

One agent asked me about someone, and when I said yes, I knew him and he was a relative,
the agent told me this person had written the report about me.

After about four hours, an agent began beating me and pressuring me to fingerprint the

charges. He beat me with a belt, and when I refused to fingerprint, he forcibly grabbed my
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hand and made me fingerprint the charges against me. At that point, I managed to read the
letterhead at the top of the document which read "Air Force Intelligence Branch." My name
was at the beginning of the document, which consisted of two pages.

At 8 AM, they put us in a civilian van with curtains. They took us to Deir Shamil, passing
through four checkpoints where agents beat us at each one.

Transfer to Deir Shamil

We arrived at Deir Shamil at 2 PM, where they took all my personal belongings upon entry.
I'had SYP 114,000. When the person taking my belongings asked how much money I had,
I told him SYP 114,000. He said, "No, you only have SYP 40,000" - apparently stealing
the rest. They never returned any of the money.
Another agent said to take me to the second room. When I entered, they removed my
blindfold. The room was large with a bathroom and a window overlooking the valley. I
knew then we were in Deir Shamil because I knew that valley well. I also asked the other
detainees in the room, who confirmed we were in Deir Shamil.
We were 14 detainees in this room. I stayed there for three days. During this time, new
detainees arrived daily, while others were taken to unknown destinations.
On the third day, they called my name and took me to interrogator, Abu Alj, a retired officer
who returned to service after the Syrian revolution began in 2011. He was from Masyaf,
according to other detainees from that city who were with me.
Abu Ali interrogated and tortured me, including pouring water on me and administering
electric shocks, and using a car tire to contain me while beating me with sticks and hoses.
He accused me of many things I knew nothing about. The interrogation lasted about two
and a half hours before they returned me to the room.
I remained in Deir Shamil for 28 days, during which I was interrogated six times and
tortured each time. The torture intensified with each interrogation.
On the last day, they called out 31 names, including mine. They returned our belongings
except the money, bound our hands and feet, put us in vans, and took us to Hama Military
Airport.

Transfer to Hama Military Airport
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Air Force Intelligence Branch was responsible for the airport and detainees. Upon arrival
at the airport, they took us to the dispensary, which served as a reception center for
detainees. Assistant Abu Abdo from Hama, a tall, large man, received us.

I saw many detainees, some naked, others in only underwear. About 60 detainees were held
in a dispensary room no larger than 4x4 meters.

Immediately after entering the dispensary, I was summoned while bound and blindfolded.
There was a criminal lieutenant called/ Somer, notorious there for his brutality. He was
wearing pajamas at the time, dark-skinned, tall, and thin. He asked my name, and after I
answered, he stepped back more than two meters, then ran toward me and kicked me in the
right side of my chest. The blow knocked me to the ground outside the dispensary door.
He then dragged me by my hair back into the dispensary. He began torturing me brutally
with a whip and ordered them to "shabeh" me - suspending me by my hands. It was reverse
suspension, with my hands bound behind me before being hung from the ceiling. The pain
was unbearable, causing severe pain in my neck, shoulders, and hands.

They lowered me after 10 minutes and returned me to Lieutenant Somer for interrogation.
Then he ordered them to "shabeh airplane [Hang up in an airplane position]." I didn't
understand this, but they bound my hands behind me again and suspended me as before,
except this time they spread my legs and tied each one in a different direction, increasing
the pressure and pain on my neck and shoulders. Suddenly, the rope binding my left hand
came loose, leaving me suspended by only my right hand, causing my right shoulder to
dislocate as the shoulder bone came out of place.

There was another suspended detainee in the bathroom with me at the time. I lost
consciousness from the severe pain. When I regained consciousness in the evening, I found
myself in the same dormitory where I had been before the suspension.

The next day, they took me from the dormitory, blindfolded and bound, to a room with
three beds. From under my blindfold, I saw two people eating. While kneeling, after they
finished eating, they brought a watermelon. One asked me: "Do you know how to slice a
watermelon?" I said, "Yes." He took out a heated knife called a "kabas," stabbed it into my

left thigh, and began moving it right and left in a circular motion while I screamed in agony.
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Then he took out a whip and they began torturing me, beating my back until blood ran on
the floor.

I couldn't bear all this pain and told him to write whatever charges he wanted, and I would
sign them. But he said no, I had to confess to my crimes myself, accusing me of
participating in killing their detachment in Salamiyah. Then Suhail Al-Hassan, a dark-
skinned, thin officer without a beard or mustache, arrived. He was holding my bank cards
and asked if they were mine. When I confirmed, he demanded the PIN for each. I had two
cards: one from Commercial Bank containing 600,000 SYP , and another from Islamic
Bank containing 1,000,000 SYP . I refused to give him the PINs, but he beat me and forced
me to provide them, stealing the money from the cards. They also stole my car that they
had stopped at their checkpoint earlier. Then they returned me to the cell.

There was no medical care, medicine, or doctor supervising detainees' conditions. Those
who became sick or injured would continue bleeding, with pus and maggots emerging from
their bodies until they died.

They began showing me every person they arrested from Salamiyah for identification. One
day they brought in an elderly man from Salamiyah and asked if [ knew him. I said I didn't,
but they insisted we had worked together buying medicine for revolutionaries and
conducted other activities together. He remained with me throughout my stay at the Air
Force Intelligence Branch in Hama, where I spent 16 days in the dispensary. During that
period, between 20 to 25 people were killed.

Among the detainees I remember was a short, blonde young man with an injured leg oozing
pus and blood with a putrid smell due to torture in the dispensary. Instead of bringing a
doctor, they took him to the courtyard in front of the dispensary and amputated his leg with
a power saw - typically used for cutting marble and ceramic - without anesthesia. They
didn't dress or bandage it, just placed a bread bag over it. He continued bleeding until he
died.

Another person was repeatedly beaten on the head with pipes until he lost his mind and
began laughing constantly. He died the next day. There was also an elderly man from
Saraqib in rural Idlib, a vegetable truck driver. They tortured him in a strange way, forcibly
making him drink water until his stomach swelled and water came out his nose, vomiting

several times. Finally, they struck his head with a solid object. He remained for two days,
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unable to move, eat, or drink, only speaking, before he died. Other detainees went insane
from severe torture.

Transfer to Deir Shamil

After 16 days in the dispensary, they took out 100 detainees, including me and 30 others,
to Deir Shamil. They took us in buses for just three minutes, then put us in a closed aircraft
with a door in the hangar. We were more than 600 detainees there. Many detainees would
arrive, and deaths occurred daily.

Food was served once daily - one spoonful of rice or a piece of bread, and one olive per
person. For drinking water, there was a hose at the hangar door.

There were three cans for relieving our needs, though some would do so anywhere in the
hangar. There were about seven detainees appointed as supervisors over the hangar to clean
the tanks and handle other tasks.

Many detainees who had been there for a month and a half or more were reduced to skin
and bone due to malnutrition and disease. Scabies, lice, and severe diarrhea spread among
us. Those who contracted diarrhea would die within days due to lack of medical care and
hygiene, while many suffered severe injuries to their bodies.

My back was covered in wounds, with pus, blood, and maggots emerging from my body.
My leg was also wounded from a knife stab by one of the agents previously.

Before entering the Air Force Intelligence Branch, I weighed 112 kilograms, but it dropped
to less than 70 kilograms during detention. Every day, between eight to 15 detainees would
die from hunger, disease, torture, and lack of medical care and hygiene.

A conscript would occasionally throw us a bundle of bread, and detainees would rush for
a piece out of severe hunger, resulting in 10 to 15 deaths from the scramble. We would
place the corpses at the hangar door. Prison guards would collect them the next day and
throw them in the courtyard until removal.

One day, an intoxicated conscript entered the cell. Detainees gathered around him, thinking
he brought food. He surprised them by emptying his rifle magazine into them, killing 21
detainees. The conscript left, and the next day, the bodies were collected and discarded
outside with no regard for human dignity. Most victims were from Souran town, which had
about 250 detainees.

Torture in the Hangar
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I remained in the hangar for one month and eight days. During this period, I was
interrogated once, which consisted only of fingerprinting some papers before being
returned to the dormitory.

They would entertain themselves with detainees at night, taking them to the courtyard,
mocking them, and forcing them to imitate animal sounds. Once when I asked to relieve
myself, they took me to the courtyard and allowed me to do so, then forced me to wipe my
face with my excrement.

Suddenly, I and 30 other detainees who had been with me in Deir Shamil were taken out.
They forced us to kneel in the courtyard. Among us were 12 military personnel. They
executed six of them before my eyes by shooting them in the head with pistols. Those
executed included an officer from Zabadani or Sarghaya and another from Aleppo,
apparently a lieutenant who had been late returning from leave and was arrested at a
checkpoint.

Executions occurred daily without specific reason. All detainees who came with me from
Deir Shamil died or were killed, including one taken for interrogation and never returned -
I was told he was killed during questioning. There was also a man and his son (a child)
with me. Before the father died, he entrusted me with caring for his son, who was later
released. Another person among the 30 detainees - I tried to wake him up in the morning,
but he had already died, with foam coming from his mouth and nose.

During this period, I experienced severe weakness and hallucinations, imagining terrifying
things, including visualizing the Hangar roof falling on me. All this resulted from the harsh
conditions I was living in, including this sinister place, diseases, foul odors, torture, hunger,
and pain that never left my body.

On the final day I was transferred alone to the dispensary. They dressed me in black
pajamas, and agents wearing black clothing arrived, armed and carrying a bag with a large
metal chain. They bound my hands and feet, putting large metal balls on my feet, then
dragged me while blindfolded and put me in a bus. After traveling for about eight minutes,
they took me to an unknown location. I later realized they had put me in an Antonov aircraft
used for paratroopers - my blindfold had slipped slightly, allowing me to see inside the
aircraft while they tortured me. I heard them talking among themselves, with one asking

another where I was from. When told "from Al-Qusayr in Homs," he replied, "We'll be
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over Homs soon - throw him from the plane then." But I was too weak and in such poor
condition and could not resist.

Transfer to Mezzeh Military Airport

We arrived at Mezzeh Military Airport in Damascus in the afternoon. They took me off the
plane and put me in the trunk of a black car, which I could see from under my blindfold.

I remained in the car trunk for about 45 minutes before it stopped. They apparently took
me to Damascus International Airport since it was a cargo plane, then by car to Mezzeh
Military Airport and into the Old Interrogation Branch.

My health condition was extremely poor. I was completely depleted from the severe torture
I had endured. Upon entering the room, I heard screaming and water being poured. They
immediately took me to the dispensary, where I remained standing until evening, waiting
my turn.

Finally, they took me to the doctor and removed my blindfold. The doctor ordered me not
to look at him and to focus only on the ceiling. He examined my body and asked about the
spots and wounds covering it, and about previous diarrhea. After answering his questions,
he gave me five pills.

Upon leaving, we were received by an assistant called Nizar. He put us in a 3x3 meter cell,
number four, containing 22 detainees. There were 26 similar cells on both sides of the
corridor.

Among those with me was a person from Talkalakh in rural Homs who died five minutes
after entering the cell from severe torture.

One day they took me from the cell, filled out a form with my personal information, and
took two photos - one profile and one frontal - bearing the number 88. One of them told
me, "Now your name is number 88. Don't respond to your name, only to your number."
Then they returned me to the cell.

I remained in another cell for 28 days. Breakfast consisted of a bread loaf with a boiled
egg, labneh, or a very small amount of halawa. Lunch included rice or pasta with bread,
and twice weekly contained small portions of meat or chicken, though these portions lasted

only a few days. Dinner consisted of soup and boiled potatoes with bread.
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The bathroom was external. We were allowed out twice daily — the first time is at 6 AM
and the second is at 12 pm midnight- for only five seconds. The guard counted the time
precisely, and we had to finish by then or face torture.

One day in the bathroom, Assistant Abu Musa was present. I asked if he knew Brigadier/
Mundhir Ghannam from Al-Dala village in rural Jableh. He asked how I knew him. I
explained that I had served under his command, and that he knew me well. He told me that
he was now the head of the old Interrogation Branch. During my service, Colonel Ghannam
was a lieutenant colonel at the time. I asked Assistant Abu Musa to let me speak with him.

He said he would tell him tomorrow, and if he does not know you, I will torture you.

The next morning, Abu Musa blindfolded and bound me, taking me to Brigadier
Ghannam's office. Ghannam slapped my face several times before they removed my
blindfold. He said he was transferring from the Old Interrogation Branch tomorrow but
would help if he stayed. Indeed, my food portions doubled for the next two days. This
stopped when I learned Brigadier Ghannam had transferred, becoming head of the Air
Force Branch in Deir ez-Zor and one of the oil well owners in rural Deir ez-Zor.

Days later, I was summoned for interrogation, blindfolded and bound. The interrogation
consisted of torture, suspension, and humiliation. Questions were the same each session,
with additional false accusations. During interrogation, I heard a girl's voice and heard the
interrogator saying to bring her pants to wear, threatening her with rape by agents. She was
naked, and it was very cold.

In the final 10 days, I was interrogated four times, with increasing torture each time. They
used whips, electric cables, green hoses, electricity, and more. A man from Al-Qusayr in
rural Homs was with me - they struck his head with a solid object, which led to his death.

After 28 days, they came one morning with abundant food and left our cell door open. At
bathroom time, Assistant Abu Ghadab came. We had to lie on our stomachs and raise our
feet to receive 15 strikes with a green plastic pipe without crying out or lowering our feet -
anyone who did had to start over. They told us President Bashar al-Assad had issued an
amnesty decree for our release. They brought barbers to cut detainees' hair in the first two
cells and changed their clothes. When it was our turn, they came screaming. About seven

guards with green plastic pipes and whips began torturing us brutally, entering all cells.
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The next day we heard Sheikh Al-Bouti had been assassinated, so our release was canceled,
and we were tortured for this reason. A guard came to the cell calling number 88. I
responded, and he told me to extend my hand through the door slot. He grabbed it and beat
it severely with a plastic pipe until it swelled and bled, repeating this with my other hand
for unknown reasons.

Three days later, they called several detainees including my number - they only used
numbers then to deal with us - tied us together with long metal chains, blindfolded us, and
put us on buses. We walked for about six minutes then descended, still within Mezzeh
Military Airport, entering the New Interrogation Branch. I was placed in a communal cell.
After half an hour, they called number 88. I responded, and they took me out, blindfolded
me and tied my hands for interrogation. The interrogation lasted from 1 PM until 12 AM.
One interrogator questioned me throughout this period. After questioning, he would order
guards to take me to the torture room. I was tortured brutally - suspended and electrocuted
using two electrical cables with metal clamps attached to my chest connected to power
outlets. The interrogator stood behind me. He had removed my blindfold but I couldn't see
him. I felt near death from the pain. I said I would fingerprint anything but please stop
torturing me. He said: “you must confess to the crimes attributed to you”. He moved the
cables and clamps from my chest to my genitals and shocked me - the pain was far worse,
causing bleeding. After being tied and lifted slightly off the ground so my toes touched the
floor, they poured water on the ground. I couldn't keep my body raised due to pain and
exhaustion. My toes would touch the ground and I would be shocked. The torture continued
this way with beatings from plastic pipes and humiliation until the end of the interrogation.
Then I was returned to the cell.

I was interrogated 10 times during my stay in that cell. The interrogations were similar, but
pain and torture increased each time.

Once they used an additional torture method, seating me on a metal chair with an opening
under the seat and a candle placed on a stand below. The chair had straps, and they tied my
feet, thighs, stomach, throat, and tied my hands behind me. They lit the candle below me,
burning my thighs and lower body with unbearable pain - worse than any previous torture.

My skin melted and dripped onto the candle, crackling like chicken or meat grilling and

10
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melting on coals. I couldn't comprehend this level of pain. The burn sites still hurt and
bleed when I walk or in heat, and the skin continues peeling even now.

They put me on the chair twice for several minutes. Then the interrogator said he would
show me my charge. He removed my blindfold, stood behind me, and showed me a photo
of myself with U.S. Ambassador Ford who came to Hama in March 2012. I had met him
with other civilians in a lawyer's office in Hama, though photography was forbidden then
and only the ambassador's escort took photos. I don't know how Air Force Intelligence
obtained the photo. I claimed it was photoshopped and not real, but he accused me of high
treason.

The next day they took me for torture again. They pulled out all my fingernails from both
hands and electrocuted me. He asked how much US Ambassador Ford paid me to betray
my country. [ denied this.

Torture continued for the next five days, with daily interrogation and torture. In the final
session, the interrogator told me to confess he gave me $30,000 to buy weapons for
terrorists. I told him to do what he wanted. He wrote in the report that US Ambassador
Ford gave me $300,000, multiplying the amount tenfold. He also wrote that I formed armed
gangs and bought weapons to fight the regime. During this torture period, I stood in the
corridor for two full days until my feet swelled. Everyone tortured and beat me while I was
blindfolded and bound.

There was a guard from Sahl al-Ghab called Suleiman Rizq. He would regularly come to
the cells singing sad songs about mothers and fathers in a loud voice. This droves us to
hysteria and severe depression, making us lose our minds thinking about our mothers and
families, causing psychological breakdown.

Transfer to Communal Cell No. (4)

After three and a half months, they transferred me to communal cell number four, where
cell number three had been emptied, and the detainees were distributed among the other
cells. Cell number four was designated for punished officers and soldiers.

I remained 14 days in that cell, interrogated eight times during this period with savage and
terrifying torture. On the final day, the guard called number 88. I responded, and he took

me to solitary cell number 25.
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During my time in cell number four, a sixteen-year-old child died. He died from severe
grief and oppression, having been castrated before entering prison due to an incident. His
face and body were childlike, causing all guards to mock and ridicule him daily. They
would take him from the cell to entertain themselves, taunting him about his medical
condition and castration. They returned him to the cell crying intensely and isolated from
us. When we woke the next day, he had died.

Transfer to Solitary Cell No. (25)

The cell measured two meters long by one meter wide. It held about 23 detainees. We had
to stand due to the confined space and couldn't sleep. We divided ourselves into three
groups - two would stand while the third rested or slept for two hours, rotating turns.

I saw detained children there performing forced labor [sukhra] and food distribution,
ranging from 7 to 14 old. There was also a special cell for women and their detained
children.

During my time in solitary confinement, I heard screaming from guards and women. Once
a guard called for a doctor - we had two in our cell, a dentist and a surgeon. The guard took
them to the women's cell. They returned telling us a woman was giving birth. They helped
deliver a baby girl. The detainee had been raped by guards and became pregnant while in
detention. This wasn't the only case - another pregnant woman was also raped by the prison
guards.

I witnessed the simultaneous torture and interrogation of a wife and husband. I could hear
their voices along with those of the interrogators and guards torturing them. They beat and
humiliated the wife in front of her husband while he screamed. Then we heard a strong
blow and the husband's voice disappeared — apparently, they had killed him.

I remained in solitary confinement for one month and twenty-five days, tortured daily in
the corridor. When I collapsed to the ground, guards would close in on my body and force
other detainees to stand on me. They also took me to the bathroom and forced me to drink
filth and urine. The bathrooms were perpetually filthy. They also forced me to crawl on my
stomach through the entire branch.

One day the guard shouted: "Every detainee from Al-Qusayr, exit the cell!" One guard said,

"Number 88, you're from Al-Qusayr." I went out with them, and they began torturing us
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savagely with hoses and pipes until I lost consciousness. When I awoke, I found myself in
solitary confinement - all this because of battles then occurring in Al-Qusayr between the
Free Army and the regime.
During this period, I was tortured several times with electricity and the candle chair.
Whenever guards entered, I tried to hide my swollen feet while blood seeped from under
my nails. At that time, they would take some detainees to Hospital 601 for treatment, but
most never returned. Those who did return advised us not to go to Hospital 601, describing
it as a human slaughterhouse rather than a hospital. I heard most detainees were tortured
and killed there.

Cell No. (3)

I was transferred to Cell No. (3) where I contracted scabies three times. They treated our
scabies because it was contagious, and guards feared catching it. Treatment consisted of a
medication called Benzoate mixed with water - we would put our hands in the water and
apply it to our bodies. From the severe itching, blood would emerge and become infected.
I would cry from the pain.
During my time in Cell No. (3), 13 detainees were killed there, not counting those
transferred to Hospital 601 who never returned.
While in solitary confinement, a detainee who was with me died. In other cells, many died
daily.

My Skull Fracture Incident

One day we went a day and a half without water. When water became available and I was
allowed to go to the bathroom, there was a broken faucet leaking water. I tried to drink
from it without the guards noticing, but Assistant Abu Ghadab was behind me unnoticed.
He kicked me from behind, causing me to surge forward into the faucet, my skull hitting
it. I fell, losing the ability to speak or move. I could hear what was happening around me
without comprehending anything. This caused a skull fracture and bleeding. Detainees
placed cloth on my head to reduce bleeding.

When I regained consciousness, detainees told me I had remained in this hysterical state
for eight days. I was delirious, soiling myself, throwing food on the ground, and behaving

strangely - all from my skull injury.
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Many diseases spread in both old and new branches, including foot swelling, scabies, lice,
diarrhea, and fatal liver cirrhosis. We witnessed three or four detainees dying daily from
torture or diseases. The dead were placed in the corridor. Guards would shout each
morning: "Has anyone croaked?" Then they would remove the dead detainees.

Fifteen days after my skull injury, an officer came at night with a light he shined on
detainees. Seeing me, he asked, "What's wrong with your head wrapped in cloth and
bleeding? I told him, "Assistant Abu Ghadab hit me." Abu Ghadab was present and denied
it.

They blindfolded and bound me, taking me to the officer's office. He asked, "Where are
you from?" I said Salamiyah, not revealing I was from Al-Qusayr for fear of torture. He
said his wife was from Salamiyah and began asking about people there. I answered his
questions. Once satisfied, he told me it was Friday and that next Sunday, he would transfer
me somewhere else away from this Branch. He had me examined by a doctor who gave me
white powder to put on the wound. Sunday morning at 6 AM, they called for me and five
other detainees.

Release from Mezzeh Military Airport

They took us outside the section. It was the first time I had seen sunlight since my detention
at Mezzeh Military Airport. My body was white from lack of sun exposure and covered in
wounds and holes. They took us to the registry room where other detainees from different
cells joined us. Every 10 or 15 detainees were bound together with a long metal chain. They
took our information and put us on buses. Most on my bus were non-Syrian nationals - they
said five from Jordan, five from Palestine, one from Lebanon, one from Sweden
(apparently Syrian with Swedish citizenship), two from Saudi Arabia, and others.

We would drive some distance, then stop, with foreign detainees being removed at different
stops. The Lebanese detainee was removed alone at one stop.

Arrival at Al-Qaboun

We finally arrived somewhere and were taken off the bus. From under my blindfold, I saw
a vehicle marked "Military Police" and knew we were in Al-Qaboun.
They separated me from other detainees, bound me, and took me inside. I heard someone

say "No one torture him." Indeed, others were tortured but not me.
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They put me in a communal cell. They had my file, and I heard them talking among
themselves, one saying my charge was foreign communication and my sentence was
execution.

The next day they took me to a room with two people - one in civilian clothes, the other in
military uniform. They asked about my charge and told me my sentence was execution,
then took me out and made me sit on stairs for about six hours.

By then, what they called Counter-Terrorism Court had been established. They took us to
Adra - we were 24 detainees then. When I arrived, my face was swollen and my body
covered in wounds. Before entering the cell, they took me to medical care where the doctor
gave me an injection.

The next day my condition severely deteriorated. They took me to the infirmary where I

remained for two days before returning to the cell. I received my ration there.

Counter-Terrorism Court Verdict

After a month, they called us to the registry room where I received a presumptive verdict
from the head of the Counter-Terrorism Court. We were five detainees in the registry room
who received death sentences - these were the first verdicts issued by the Counter-
Terrorism Court.

I and the others sentenced to death learned we could appeal our sentences, which we did.
Only my appeal was accepted while the other detainees sentenced to death were executed
in Wing Nine of Adra Prison.

The next day, on September 8, 2013, they took me to court. The judge was from Damascus.
She saw the torture marks on my body, and we talked at length about the charges against
me. I told her they had forced my fingerprints on unknown charges and tortured me as she
could see, that I had committed no crime. She said I was innocent and advised me to leave
Syria the day I was released because my file was significant, and I could be arrested again.

They returned me to Adra Prison and released me the next day.

I, SCM-SLP-CJA-AFI-MB-T-011, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United

States of America that the foregoing is true and correct.
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[TRANSLATION]

Executed on October 07, 2024 in Beirut, Lebanon.

[signature]

(SCM-SLP-CJA-AFI-MB-T-011)
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