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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OBADA MZAIK,

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC,

Case No. 1:22-cv-00042-ACR

Plaintiff, Complaint for Torture

v 28 U.S.C. § 1605A

Defendant.

DECLARATION OF WITNESS SAMIR AL-SAADI

I, Samir Al-Saadi, hereby declare as follows:

1.

I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this Declaration. If called as a witness,

I would testify truthfully to these facts under oath.
Reasons and Circumstances of Detention

I am originally from the city of Daraa in southern Syria. Prior to my detention, [ was renting
a house in Yarmouk Camp in Damascus, where I was a fourth-year student at one of

Damascus University's colleges.

On November 27,2011, which coincided with the Hijri [Islamic] New Year, I was returning
from Daraa to Damascus. I began my return journey with a cattle trader who drove me in
his pickup truck from Daraa to Darayya, then I took a bus from Daraya to Damascus.

At approximately 4:30 [PM], the bus stopped at the Al-Sabara checkpoint, which I later
learned from fellow detainees from Daraya was operated by Air Force Intelligence. One of
the agents requested the passengers' identification documents. The agents inspected the IDs
and returned them to all passengers except me. An agent came and ordered me to exit the
bus and bring my belongings with me.

After leaving the bus, I was escorted to a small kiosk (booth) where the soldier began

searching through a notebook in front of him. Then two officers in military uniform arrived,
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one with the rank of Captain and the other a Lieutenant Colonel, and ordered me to enter a
tent next to the kiosk.

I entered the tent where they took my belongings and left me for half an hour. Then the
Captain returned, beat me, led me to a prefabricated room, and blindfolded me. The Captain
asked where I was coming from and about my destination. They had found a flash drive
among my belongings and questioned me about it. I told him it contained various book files
including "Nahj al-Balagha" and others. The Captain verified the contents of the flash drive
and found that it contained book files. He then accessed my mobile phone and found a song
by the artist Asala Nasri that displeased him, so he struck me with a whip he was carrying.
I remained in that room for about an hour until a private taxi arrived, and I was placed
inside. The car contained four agents: a driver, an agent beside him, and two armed agents
with me in the back. Upon entering the vehicle, the agents tied me up with plastic ties. The

car departed around 7:30 PM, and after some time, we arrived at Mezzeh Military Airport.
Detention and Torture at Mezzeh Military Airport

The agents took me from the car to one of the rooms. My blindfold slipped, so I saw I was
in a room full of computers known as the Archive. The agents put my blindfold back on.
An agent in the Archive room beat me severely, then questioned me about my personal
information. After about half an hour, the agents drove me to another location within
Mezzeh Military Airport. From beneath my blindfold, I could see they led me into a room
containing someone, possibly a non-commissioned or junior officer, wearing civilian
clothes, sitting in a chair with his feet on the table. This person asked my name, occupation,
and where they had brought me from. He then asked me about the person who drove me to
Darayya, and I provided his name, explaining I hadn't known him previously.

This person rang a bell to summon an agent, and when the agent entered, the non-
commissioned officer instructed him to feed me and then place me in the cell. I asked the
agent for water and cigarettes. He brought what I requested and led me to a gym-like area
with two halls. He took me into one of them, which I later learned was called "Abu Zeid
Hall," named by detainees after a person who was considered the hall's leader and whose
name is “Abu Zeid”. I learned after my release from prison that Abu Zeid was executed in

prison.
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The time of my arrival at Abu Zeid Hall was around 9:00 PM. The hall held approximately

100 detainees and measured about 60 or 70 meters, with bathrooms.

After entering the hall, detainees asked me about the conditions outside, then I slept until

morning.

In the morning, an assistant called "Abu Aziz" arrived - a man about 170 centimeters tall,
bald, clean-shaven with a light mustache, around 40 years old. Abu Aziz asked me where
they had brought me from and where I studied. I answered him, and he left the hall for

about an hour. After that, Abu Aziz returned and took me for an interrogation.

In front of the hall, there was a small courtyard with the interrogation room. The
interrogator was from the coast, judging by his accent, although I didn’t see him that day.
About a week later, I saw the interrogator and recognized him by his voice; he weighed
over 100 kilograms. The Head of the Interrogation Department at Mezzeh Military Airport
was a Colonel named "Qusai Maihoub."

The interrogation began with the interrogator asking about my name and family while
taking notes. The interrogation was interspersed with beating, as there was a person in the
room called "Abu Ghadab" from Maharda or Al-Salamiyah (I learned his name from other
detainees) who was in charge of torture and would beat me severely. The interrogation
lasted about an hour or hour and a half. I was called for interrogation again that evening,

and it was exactly the same as the interrogation conducted with me in the morning.

The next day, on November 28, 2011, at 9:00 AM, I was summoned for interrogation again,
but this time, the situation was different — as the torture was more severe and intense. The
interrogator had detailed information about me and my participation in demonstrations. He
asked for names of individuals and demonstration financiers. I denied knowledge of
anything. Similar interrogations by the same interrogator continued for ten days.
Interrogations occurred every morning, sometimes with additional evening sessions. I was
stripped of all clothing except underwear, and during the interrogation, and I was beaten

during interrogations with what they called the "Lakhdar Brahimi" - a green plastic pipe.
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I memorized the path to the interrogation room: exiting the hall's door to the right, walking
about ten meters until I reached the interrogation room. The interrogator would first order
me to lie on my stomach and raise my feet at a right angle, then "Abu Ghadab" would begin
beating my feet, either for a set time or for a specific number of strikes (between 50 to 70
strikes). Then the interrogator would order me to stand and jog in place while they poured
water on my feet. Sometimes the beating would last two hours, with interrogation lasting
about an hour, after which the interrogator would leave me to the agents for torture and
beating me while I screamed in pain.

With "Abu Ghadab" was another person named "Eyad" from Hama, around 22 years old,
about 170 centimeters tall, with an olive-toned complexion leaning toward a darker shade.
Iyad was discharged from service during my detention period, so he brought biscuits and
distributed them to detainees to mark the occasion. Iyad's treatment was good; sometimes
he would give me water and biscuits. He asked me to bear, saying he would tell "Abu
Ghadab" to stop torturing me.

The interrogation stopped for two or three days, then on Friday, December 16, 2011, at
around 10:00 or 11:00 AM, an agent took me for interrogation. There was an interrogation
committee comprised of two high-ranking officers and my previous interrogator. They
ordered me to lie on my stomach as usual, but I responded that I couldn't because my feet
were swollen and I couldn't remove my pants because of it. They cut my pants to verify the
swelling, and the officers told the interrogator I needed a medical examination.

The committee asked my name and about my participation in demonstrations before

returning me to the cell. This interrogation lasted 15 minutes or less.

Around 3:00 [PM] that same day, I was examined by a doctor, a conscripted Lieutenant
from Damascus whose name I don't know, about 30 years old, 190 centimeters tall, and
bald. With him was a Brigadier General doctor called "Ghassan," gray-haired, bald in front,
about 60 years old, 170 centimeters tall, clean-shaven.

The Lieutenant doctor drained pus from my feet and informed the Brigadier General that I
needed surgery. The General instructed him to write a transfer to Mezzeh Military Hospital

No. (601).
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At dinner time that same day, a somewhat old ambulance arrived, and the Assistant "Abu
Aziz" took me to it. The ambulance had a driver and an armed agent. The ambulance
headed to the hospital and, upon arrival at the hospital, they placed me on a stretcher,
and the hospital staff began beating me. Then they presented me to a doctor whose name |
don't know. He told the agents I needed surgery under general anesthesia. The agents told
the doctor it was Friday and injured agents might arrive at the hospital. A higher-ranking
agent among them said, "If any of our agents arrive, throw this person out," pointing at me.
They took me to the operating room where a nurse arrived and administered
anesthesia. I regained consciousness after some time to find the surgery had been
performed. The medical diagnosis for my condition was cellulitis, and they had
performed debridement to remove dirt and pus from my foot. Upon regaining
consciousness, I found an agent attempting to pull me by my chest. When I pushed
his hand away, he struck my face. I asked for water, but he refused. I remained in
the hospital from Friday, December 16, 2011, until Monday, January 2, 2012,
approximately 19 days.

I was then returned to the Interrogation Branch at Mezzeh Military Airport, specifically to
the same hall where I had been previously held. Upon my return, the number of detainees
had increased significantly to about 140 people, and we couldn't sit on the floor due to
overcrowding. This situation continued from January 2, 2012 until January 5, 2012.

At 3:00 AM on January 5, 2012, an officer whose name and rank I don't know arrived with
three or four agents and announced that an amnesty had been issued and we would all be
released. They inspected the detainees, lined us up horizontally inside the hall, and began
removing us in groups, each group bound by a single restraint. They then placed about 80
of us in another location. A person wearing a navy-blue uniform similar to pilots'
attire stood next to me. When I asked about him, he said he was an aviation technician
from Hama. Everyone brought to our location was either a defector or had attempted to
escape.

The agents placed us on a bus where we waited without moving for about one or two hours.

The time was 8:00 AM. We were then transferred to another location within Mezzeh
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Military Airport, a building containing cells. The journey to the new location took about
10 minutes. On the first day, I was placed with 4 detainees in a solitary cell whose number
I don't recall. The next day, I was moved to a communal cell, likely number (13), measuring
4x3 meters, containing a bathroom, sink, and a ventilation opening at the top.

We were about 22 people in the communal cell, where I remained from 01/06/2012 until
01/31/2012, without interrogation during this period. Torture was less severe than before

and occurred less frequently.

During my time in the communal cell, Arab League committee would visit the prison. The
agents would remove prisoners in the morning, place them on buses, and take them to
"Mezzeh Orchards" or "Kafr Sousa," returning them to prison at 3 or 4 PM. I learned this
from a detainee I met at Air Force Intelligence headquarters in Al-Tahrir Square who had
been on these bus transfers. This was done to show the committee that there were no

detainees, and the prisons were nearly empty.
Appearance Before Court at Damascus Justice Palace, Amnesty, and Release

At 2:00 AM on January 31, 2012, , officers and agents came to the cell and called out
names for release. About 20 people, including myself, were called, leaving two or three

detainees behind.

We were bound together with a single restraint, beaten, and placed on buses along with
detainees from other cells. There were about three buses accompanied by two vehicles full
of agents, taking us to Intelligence Headquarters at Al-Tahrir Square. I remained there until
Sunday, March 18, 2012. The following morning, I was transferred by bus to the Damascus
Justice Palace with other detainees, being beaten throughout the journey. Most detainees
with me were from Al-Muadamiyah and Darayya.

We were transferred from Damascus Justice Palace to the Rural Damascus Justice Palace
in "Al-Zablatani." Around 3 PM, the judge told the agents my case wasn't within his
jurisdiction and I should be transferred to Daraa or returned to Damascus Justice Palace.

Consequently, I was returned to Damascus Justice Palace and then transferred to "Adra



32.

33.

[TRANSLATION]

Prison," where I remained until the next day before being returned to Damascus Justice

Palace.

The charges against me were undermining state prestige, weakening national sentiment,
[using] slogans offensive to the political system, inciting demonstrations, organizing protests,
and destroying public and private property.

I appeared before Judge Riyad Radwan Shahin, who determined my case was covered by the

amnesty decree. The amnesty [decree] was issued on January 15,2012, and I was released on

March 19, 2012.

I, Samir Al-Saadi, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of
America that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on October 9, 2024 in Rouen, France.

[signature]

(Samir Muhiddin Al-Saadi)
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