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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
OBADA MZAIK, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

Case No. 1:22-cv-00042-ACR 

Complaint for Torture 
28 U.S.C. § 1605A 

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC, 

Defendant. 

 

DECLARATION OF SABER SULEIMAN HAMADA 

I, Saber Suleiman Hamada, do hereby declare as follows: 

1. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration. If called as a 

witness, I would testify truthfully to these facts under oath. 

Reasons and Circumstances of Detention 

2. My house is in the Saqba area of Damascus and I served as the imam of Al-Salam 

Mosque in the neighbourhood. 

3. On August 15, 2011, at approximately 9:00 AM, Air Force Intelligence agents 

raided my home. They forcibly entered by breaking down the door. The agents 

wore military uniforms, carried weapons, and were accompanied by a colonel 

named Imad. 

4. They violently searched the house and destroyed furniture. When I protested, 

saying, "I have a daughter. Don't you have any female relatives? How can you 

behave with us in this manner?", one of the agents cocked his rifle, threatening to 

shoot my daughter. I intervened and silenced her out of fear. 

5. As they were escorting me out, the colonel claimed they would return me (home) 

within half an hour. They blindfolded me with a cloth and tied my hands, then took 

me down to the street and put me on the bus. 

[TRANSLATION]



2  

6. At the front of the bus sat informants who were guiding the Air Force Intelligence 

Branch agents to the homes of wanted individuals. Among those wanted was a 

person who was brutally tortured on the bus for attempting to hide among women 

during the raid on his house. 

Detention and Torture at Mezzeh Military Airport 

7. After the Air Force Intelligence Branch agents gathered the detainees, we arrived 

at Mezzeh Military Airport. Consequently, we were herded into a room and 

ordered to strip completely. I said to the jailer, "I'm a mosque imam, how can you 

demand I remove my clothes?" In response, the guard lashed me several times with 

a hose and insulted me until I complied. We were then subjected to a thorough 

body cavity search to ensure we were not concealing any prohibited items. 

8. Immediately after, they crammed us into a solitary cell measuring 2 x 1.5 meters. 

The cell already contained a person from Bab Sibaa in rural Homs, two from Al-

Rastan in rural Homs, and a 75-year-old man who was incontinent. 

9. Conditions in the cell were abysmal; they permitted a single 20-second lavatory 

visit daily. Anyone exceeding this time faced torture and verbal abuse. Our meals 

consisted solely of rice, red broth, or bulgur. 

10. I underwent three interrogations there. These took place in the corridor, about 10 

paces from the solitary cell, at a table and chair set up for the interrogator. For each 

interrogation, I was led out blindfolded and handcuffed. The sessions were 

punctuated with beatings and insults so severe that my head would reel from the 

blows. On one occasion, they took me to a different building for interrogation, 

along with a correspondent from Orient TV. 

11. After 15 days in solitary confinement, I was transferred to a communal cell of 

about 40 square meters, holding approximately 120 detainees, with the number 

fluctuating daily. I spent 95 days in this communal cell. While I wasn't personally 

interrogated or tortured there, I witnessed the torture of other detainees. 
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Other Detainees 

12. In the solitary cell, I was with two men from Bab Sibaa in rural Homs who returned 

after interrogation with blood streaming from their hands. 

13. In the communal cell: Prison Guards would routinely take detainees for 

interrogation, returning them bruised, bleeding, and unable to walk due to the 

severity of torture. There were no doctors. 

14. I was with a 13-year-old boy from Daraya, Damascus, whom they accused of 

stealing and operating an army tank and firing its gun. They coerced him into 

fingerprinting a confession to this effect. The cell also held a man from Daraya, 

Damascus, and 10 detainees from Aleppo. 

15. We had some detained doctors among us, so we attempted to treat torture-induced 

injuries ourselves using only water and rudimentary care. 

16. I witnessed detainees being suspended from the ceiling by their feet and tortured 

with electric cables through small openings in the communal cell’s door. This 

occurred daily, and I often saw blood pooling on the floor outside our cell. 

Release from Mezzeh Military Airport 

17. On my final day of detention, the guards called out specific names, including mine. 

As we exited the communal cell, they lashed me with a hose. We were then led to 

retrieve our personal effects before being transported to Al-Zabaltani Court. 

18. At the court, we were assigned numbers, fingerprinted, and photographed before 

appearing before a judge. The judge informed me of two charges: (1) burning tires 

in the street in support of demonstrations, and (2) dealing with Sheikh Adnan Al-

Arour (an opponent of the Syrian regime). I denied all charges, stating I had no 

knowledge of Sheikh Al-Arour. The judge then returned my ID and ordered my 

release. 

I, Saber Suleiman Hamada, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the 

United States of America that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on [hw:] 5/27/2024 in (). 
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[hw:] Saber Suleiman Hamada 

([signature]) 
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