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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OBADA MZAIK, Case No. 1:22-cv-00042-ACR
Plaintiff, Complaint for Torture
v 28 U.S.C. § 1605A
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC,
Defendant.

DECLARATION OF ABDULLAH HAMID AL-ABDULLAH

I, Abdullah Hamid Al-Abdullah, hereby declare as follows:

1.

I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration. If called as a witness, I

would testify truthfully to these facts under oath.

Reasons and Circumstances of Detention

A friend and I were collaborating to coordinate protests and document them through
filming and publication. We had arranged to meet on January 3, 2012 in Hama, on Corniche
Al-Bayad Street. We had previously agreed to this meeting via telephone. Upon arriving
at the designated meeting place and meeting my friend, we were suddenly ambushed by
security personnel, who apprehended us and restrained us in an unusual and severe manner.
At that moment, we were unaware of what was transpiring.

The security personnel escorted us to Hama Military Airport, where we were subjected to
severe torture and beating while completely naked. The weather was extremely cold, and

we were left in the courtyard through the night while being beaten. Interrogation
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commenced the following morning. I was questioned by an individual named Talal Al-
Dagaeq, who stated, inter alia, "Do not lie about anything; we have been monitoring your
telephone communications."

. We remained at Hama Military Airport for four days, after which we were transferred at
night, whilst restrained and blindfolded, via military passenger aircraft from Hama. We
were bound to our seats on the aircraft whilst being subjected to kicking and beating with

the footwear of the accompanying personnel, until we arrived at Mezzeh Military Airport.

Interrogation and Torture at Mezzeh Military Airport

. Upon arrival at Mezzeh Military Airport, we were taken to the investigation branch and
placed in solitary confinement cells in the new prison, after being completely stripped and
having our personal effects confiscated. We knew the prison was new because the walls
were clean and covered with tiles and ceramic, with electric lights in the ceilings. When
new prisoners arrived later, they informed us that they had been in the old prison.

. I'was placed in cell number 16, which measured 2 meters long and 1.4 meters wide. There
were two other individuals in the cell with me, one from Damascus and another from rural
Hama - Karnaz. The latter informed me that he had been detained along with his 12-year-
old son and his 13-year-old nephew. These two children were not with us in the solitary
confinement cell but were forced to perform prison labor.

One of my fellow detainees informed me about the arrangements inside the cell, including
the requirement to stand with my hands behind my back when the guards arrive and to
memorize the cell number when they take me for interrogation.

On the second day, I was summoned in the evening after dinner for interrogation. That

night, my friend and I were subjected to "shabeh" in a small courtyard of the branch. We
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were hung from the ceiling by our wrists so that our feet did not touch the ground, and we
remained suspended until morning because we denied the charges brought against us in
front of the investigator, who then ordered the guards to punish us with "dulab" (the tire
method) before hanging us in the courtyard.

The "dulab" [tire] torture involves placing the person inside a car tire, with their buttocks
inside the tire. When the tire is raised from behind the person inside, their legs become
pressed against their body, and they are unable to move them. In this position, the person
is subjected to beating.

During interrogation, they also used the salt torture on us. This involves forcibly opening
the mouth, filling it with salt, and having the guard close it with his hands, preventing the
person from expelling the salt. They observe the person's eyes until they bulge and the
person feels suffocated. At that point, they allow the person to open their mouth, breathe,
and expel the salt, but without providing water. This process is repeated multiple times
consecutively and is an extremely difficult punishment. It was used on me three times
during the interrogation period. We were also subjected to electric shocks during
interrogation using an electric baton. The baton would be placed on the chest and abdomen
to administer the shocks. Additionally, on multiple occasions during interrogation, the
interrogators poured hot water over my head and body.

We were returned to the cell in the morning, and this routine was repeated daily throughout
the interrogation period, which lasted for 58 consecutive days, accompanied by continuous
beatings with plastic pipes and cables.

My friend and I were brought to interrogation together, with one of us entering the

interrogation room whilst the other waited outside, allowing the interrogator to verify the
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truthfulness of our statements. We were always restrained and blindfolded but could hear
each other's names. On one occasion, we were summoned together and presented to an
officer with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. The guard brought me into his office, where
he ordered the blindfold to be removed from my eyes, the restraints to be unfastened, and
for me to be seated in a chair. He wasn’t wearing any military rank on his uniform, but I
heard the personnel addressing him as "Sir, Lieutenant Colonel." He used a strategy of
enticement to obtain information about my friend, saying, "You are a university student,
educated and intelligent. I understand that you have no connection to [your friend] and his
activities, and that you have been deceived by individuals like this person." He attempted
to extract confessions from me using this approach and asked me for all the information I
knew about my friend. When he did not achieve any results, the treatment changed, and he
ordered me to be punished with the "dulab" torture and subsequently with "shabeh"

suspension.

. Regarding food in solitary confinement, we were provided three separate meals. For

breakfast, we received a loaf of bread with an egg or five olives. Lunch consisted of a loaf
of bread with a small cup of cooked bulgur or rice mixed with broth. Dinner was a loaf of
bread with a small, partially boiled potato.

We were allowed to use the lavatories twice daily, once in the morning and once in the
evening, subject to the discretion of the guard on duty. Some guards would deny us evening
lavatory access as punishment. We would go to the lavatory wearing only our underwear,
with our heads bowed, and we had to finish quickly. We were allowed to use the lavatory
for no more than five counts - approximately twenty seconds - and had to exit immediately.

We were prohibited from washing our hands, and anyone who delayed would be punished
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with cable beatings. On one occasion, I did not exit the lavatory despite the guard calling
multiple times. When I came out, he forced me to lie face down on the lavatory floor and
struck my feet more than 40 times for the delay. On another occasion, he saw me washing
my hands and administered the same punishment. During the detention period, we were
allowed to shower in the prison lavatory once, without soap and with cold water, for a
duration of one minute.

After 58 days in solitary confinement, I was transferred to communal cell number (3).
There were only four communal cells, two on the right side of the corridor and two on the
left.

The communal cell was a room measuring 4 meters long and 4 meters wide, with a lavatory
in one corner. When I first entered, there were 20 people inside. The number increased
until it reached 40 people before I left. We slept in shifts, with some sleeping whilst others
stood.

Torture in the communal cells was administered without reason, with guards entering the
cell and beating us randomly.

There was no interrogation during my time in the communal cell, but when the door
opened, we had to turn our backs, stand facing the wall so that we could not see any of
them.

Food in the communal cell was the same quantity as before, but it was brought in large
containers, and the cell leader would distribute it to the prisoners. I was the cell leader.
One day, they brought in a new prisoner who was crying upon arrival. I consoled and
calmed him, and after a long conversation, I learned that his brothers were wanted by the

regime. They had found a weapon at his brother's farm and, unable to find his brothers, had
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arrested him from his workplace at the Zenobia Ceramic Factory without cause. I began to
teach him what he should say to the interrogators, but one of the prisoners reported this.
The officer summoned me and punished me with the "dulab" torture, during which I was
struck with the cable about 100 times. Then he placed me in a poor solitary confinement
cell without light and prevented me from sleeping for a week whilst I stood with my hands
raised. Every five minutes, the guard would open the observation slot to ensure I was not

sitting.

Detention at the Fourth Division Headquarters

On April 9, 2012, I was transferred with others by chain to a new location that later turned
out to be one of the Fourth Division headquarters. The detention area was underground,
where we descended a long staircase, and there were two rooms. I was held in a room that
appeared to have previously been a kitchen, and there were individuals with us who had
performed military service in that location and knew it well.

The room was L-shaped, with the long side measuring about 5 meters long and 4 meters
wide, and the short side about 2 meters long and 4 meters wide. It contained a toilet and
lavatory, and there were approximately 90 prisoners. The room had an opening in the
ceiling that overlooked a corridor on the ground floor, through which guards would look
down at us and pour water on us.

The conditions in this room were extremely poor, with widespread lice and scabies
infestations. The only treatment provided was a small amount of benzyl benzoate. There
was no space to sit or sleep, and we often slept standing up, taking turns with some sleeping

whilst others stood. The room had an exhaust fan to reduce the air pressure.
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When the room door was opened, we had to kneel and place blindfolds over our eyes, with
each of us having our own blindfold. Guards would often enter and beat us without any
specific reason. Whenever a new group of prisoners was brought in, they would beat them

and us along with them.

. There was no treatment or medication for the sick, except for the guards providing minimal

collective treatment for scabies out of fear for their own infection. Food was provided in
only two meals, with less quantity than the previous stage, at a rate of two loaves of bread
daily. We were allowed to shower once a month, and two bars of soap were given for the
entire room.

I remained in that room for 80 days before being transferred again with three other
individuals back to the airport. Upon arrival at the airport, I was taken to what I later learned
was the sports hall, a room approximately 20 meters long and 10 meters wide, holding 430
detainees, with the number reaching 630 before I left.

The hall had 3 lavatories and glass windows that were never opened. There was no
ventilation for the room except for an exhaust fan that drew air out. The temperature in the
room was extremely high, and everyone was unclothed except for underwear due to the
heat. Often, there was condensation on the ceiling from the detainees' perspiration.

There was no torture in this room except for those who violated instructions. The room
leader would remove those who violated instructions or caused problems for punishment.
However, the guards would punish us by turning off the exhaust fan and lights, which was
worse than any other punishment as we nearly died from suffocation. There were frequent

cases of individuals experiencing severe respiratory distress and near-death situations.
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This room was infested with scabies and lice to an intolerable degree, worse than previous
detention locations in this branch. I even observed a type of lice that burrowed under human
skin. The guards would bring us benzyl benzoate treatment at a rate of one bottle per room
every week to ten days, which was an extremely small amount, insufficient to treat even
one person.

The food quantity there was less than before, not exceeding two loaves of bread per person

per day.

Release from Mezzeh Military Airport and Discharge

. On November 15, 2012, the guard read out a list of names, including mine. We were taken

to the personal effects section where our belongings were returned to us. I was only given
my personal items and not the money that had been in my possession, which amounted to
203,000 Syrian pounds. They said it had been confiscated. I did not see my friend who had
been detained with me among the transferred individuals. The last time I had seen him was
at the Fourth Division detention facility.

We were transferred to Al-Qaboun, to the Military Police branch. Before arriving at the
Military Police, we passed by the Military Court in a vehicle. We did not meet any judge
or prosecutor. From there, we were taken to the Military Police branch, where I spent about
80 days before being transferred to Daraa Prison, where I was presented to the Terrorism
Court.

I attended several sessions at the Terrorism Court and was sentenced to 15 years in prison
under Article 4 of the Counter-Terrorism Law issued by Decree No. 19 of 2012, on charges
of financing terrorism, and fined 2.25 million Syrian pounds. The sentence was issued by

Judge Maymoun Ezz El-Din. I appealed the verdict, and the appeal was accepted. The
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original sentence was overturned after my family paid an amount equivalent to USD
20,000, and I was released on July 20, 2015.

34. Regarding my friend who was detained with me, all I was able to learn later was that he
had been transferred to the Field Military Court and Sednaya Prison. I have not received

any further information about him to date.

I, Abdullah Hamid Abdullah, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United

States of America that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on this [hw:] (5¢h) day of [hw:] (June), [hw:] (2024) in [hw:] (Istanbul - Turkey).

[signature]

[hw:] (Abdullah Hamid Al-Abdullah)
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