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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

OBADA MZAIK, Case No. 1:22-cv-00042-ACR
Plaintiff, Complaint for Torture
v 28 U.S.C. § 1605A
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC,
Defendant.

DECLARATION OF MOHAMMAD MUNIR AL-FAKIR

I, Mohammad Munir Al-Fakir, do hereby declare as follows:

1.

I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration. If called as a

witness, [ would testify truthfully to these facts under oath.
Reasons and Circumstances of Detention

On March 2, 2012, while I was en route to Lebanon to travel to Istanbul, I was
arrested at the border by Military Security and transferred to Branch 215, then
Branch 291 before being placed in Branch 216 and referred to the Field Court on
charges of inciting protests, coordinating demonstrations in Damascus, and
receiving foreign funding for the movement. I was then transferred to Sednaya

Prison.
Detention at Mezzeh Military Airport

In late April 2013, after the lunch period, I was transferred to the new Air Force
branch at Mezzeh Military Airport and placed in cell number 6. The cell measured
1 x 1.5 metres and held about 12 detainees. I remained in cell number 6 for two or
three days before being moved to cell number 19, which had the same

specifications as cell number 6 and also held about 12 detainees.

During my detention in both cells (numbers 6 and 19), I was subjected to various

forms of torture. For example, detainees were allowed to use the lavatory only
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once daily. Half of the cell's occupants would be allowed to go to the lavatory, and
after their return, the other half would go. The time allowed for lavatory visits was
extremely short. We had to exit and return from the lavatory within 10 counts —
that is, 10 seconds — or else those who exceeded this duration would be beaten.
There were only two lavatories, and we all had to relieve ourselves in that short
time and wash ourselves in the same basin (rinse off) while barefoot. The
lavatories were dirty, and sometimes we couldn't wash due to time constraints. We
had a bottle in the cell for urination, and a person would urinate to a certain level

and then stop to allow others to use it, which caused pain for the detainees.

On one occasion, a detainee suffering from diarrhoea defecated inside one of the
cells, and the guard ordered the detainees to lick the faeces from the floor. I could
hear this from the other cell. On another occasion, I heard a guard in an adjacent
cell ordering detainees to lick urine from the cell floor.

Food was served to us after we returned from the lavatory, and due to the extreme

filth in the cells, detainees suffered from illnesses such as diarrhoea and scabies.
Interrogation and Use of Intimidation Tactics by the Interrogator

I was not interrogated during the first week of detention. After the first week, I
was summoned for interrogation. My fellow detainees informed me that the
interrogator's name was Captain Raed Daboul from the Qalamoun area. When I
was taken to the interrogation room, I was blindfolded. Upon arrival, the
interrogator ordered the blindfold to be removed from my eyes. I saw him; he was

short and aged between 33 and 38 years.
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The interrogator threatened me with torture, saying: "You appear to be educated
and a university graduate. Let's come to an understanding, or you'll make me use
other methods." I saw a blood stain on the room's floor, and the interrogator said,
"This is blood, and this is the pincer, and this is the electric baton." I told him we
didn't need those methods. My health condition at that time was very poor due to
the time I had spent in Sednaya Prison. The interrogator asked about the reason for
my arrest and my role in the revolution. I replied that I was a civilian, not an armed
individual, and that I had participated in peaceful activism. The interrogator
responded that I was responsible for training youth in Turkey on weapons use. I
told him I had no connection to this matter. I had previously been asked to join
armed activities by a group from Hamas, which I refused. I provided the
interrogator with names and numbers of people they could contact to verify the
truth of my statements in this regard, including my cousin. The interrogator replied
that they had my cousin. Then the interrogator asked me about another cousin of
mine and whether he had any connection to the Zabadani fighters. I replied that I
had no knowledge of this matter. At that point, my cousin was brought into the
interrogation room. I hadn't seen him for two years. The interrogation on this day

continued for a long time before I was returned to the cell.

On the second day, I was summoned again for interrogation. The interrogator
asked me about another person, and I replied that I didn't know him. Then they
brought someone into the room and asked him about me. My back was towards
this person, and he answered that he didn't know me. The interrogator then asked

for my personal information, and I was returned to the cell.
Torture by Air Force Intelligence

When the interrogator became angry with the personnel, he would imprison them
with us, although they had their own place, soap, and food. Their task was to
torture the detainees. One of these individuals would beat me with a stick every

day or every other day, claiming that he didn't like me.

We had a person from the Druze community with us, and the personnel would
torture him. We could hear his screams. They accused him of being from the Al-

Nusra Front, while he kept responding that he was Druze. We also had an elderly
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person with us. On one occasion, the personnel took him away, and he didn't
return. We could hear his screams from torture, and afterwards, [ saw him lying in

front of the interrogation room, bleeding and possibly dead.

On another occasion, the personnel tortured one of the detainees using a tool called

the "Al-Akhdar Al-Ibrahimi". He returned covered in blood.

During my time at Hospital 601, I could hear the screams of one of the detainees
being tortured in the hospital. When that detainee returned to the cell, his foot had
been flayed because the interrogator had poured boiling water on it. He told me
that another detainee had died from severe torture in the hospital and that the

interrogator had threatened him with the same fate.
Description of the Defendant's Torturers and Place of Detention

Among the Air Force Branch personnel were Captain Raed Daboul, responsible
for interrogation in the branch; Assistant Azrael (I don't know his full name), who
was thin, tall, dark-skinned, with a long face and a beard, aged between 36 and 38;
Assistant Safir (I don't know his full name); and Assistant Iskandar (I don't know
the rest of his name).

The branch is a new building from the outside. The prison consists of cells on the
right and left, with two lavatories. There was a row of communal cells and a path
to the exercise yard passing by the cells. There were two exercise yards, one for

the new branch and another for the old branch.
The Defendant's Health Condition and Two Transfers to the Hospital

My health deteriorated, and I suffered from severe dehydration, diarrhoea,
difficulty breathing, and weakness in movement due to emaciation resulting from
my imprisonment in Sednaya Prison and consuming contaminated food in the
branch. One of the doctors came and transferred me to Hospital 601, where all the
staff were from Air Force Intelligence. We were received there with beatings from
the hospital entrance, and everyone in the hospital beat us.

I stayed in the hospital for three weeks before being returned to the branch and
placed in communal cell number 1, after having spent more than ten days in cell

19. Communal cell number 1 measured about 20 metres and had a long window
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and a lavatory. It held about 120 people. One of the detainees with us was a
criminal offender who was the cell leader. He was the one who tortured us in the
cell with the knowledge of the personnel. On one occasion, the personnel gave the
cell leader a hose, and he beat us with it. He was assisted in torturing us by another
detainee who had served in Air Force Intelligence Branch before the revolution.

I spent about a month and a half in communal cell number 1, during which I
developed ulcers and scabies. My feet split open and were bleeding. I was

examined by the doctor, who transferred me to Hospital 601 again.

I stayed in the hospital that time for about 17 days before returning to communal

cell number 1.
Release from Mezzeh Military Airport and Discharge

In late September 2013, I was returned to Sednaya Prison after spending about five
months in the interrogation branch at Mezzeh Military Airport. I remained in
Sednaya Prison until my release on 1/21/2014. I did not know what sentence had

been issued against me, but I was released after paying sums of money.

I, SCM-SLP-CJA-AFI-MB-T-002, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of

the United States of America that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on this 5/16/2024 in [hw:] (Istanbul — Turkey).

[signature]

[hw:] (Mohammad Munir Al-Fakir)
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